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; The references from which this report, has been compiled.are iodicased at the we 
head of each Chapterin Part li. The departmental reports refer to varying per : Wee 

‘The records of Revenue, Land Records and Forest admintstration andthe Pile 2 " x ak. es 
and Crop Report are for the agricultural year ending the goth June'tgos. Police, = 8 
Judicial, jait end Sanitary affairs are dealt with forthe calendar year 1904. The “>: . tg 
recozd of other matters is forthe official year ending the 31st. March 1905. a: We 
Certain items of standing information are omitted. They are recorded in «the SS 
Administration Report for igos-02, where, as in this repon, the headings are ie ba 
distinguished by red letters, = . 3 
Es Og 

| 2. Sir Hugi Beriics: K.C.S.1., K.C.V’.0., held charge of the administration ° The Adunie- ve 
throughout the year. With the exception of unimportant modifications.of certam i. 5 
district and township boandaries, the coustitution of anew subdivision andthe = 
E: addition of a new township, the territorial units of Civil. Administration remained : a 
| _ unaltered. Important changes were, however, made in the administration of jus- > = 
tice by the formation, at the close of the year, of separate Judicial Services in Lower Bee ro 
Burma, whereby the Commissioners. of four divisions and the Deputy C ommie- i 
. sioners of thirteen districts were relieved , wholly or in part, of their judicial dotios, 7. 
-- and the pay and prospects of subordinate Judges were improved. tae fe : a 

F 3. Ln ‘the Southern Shan States th Te were no untoward burder in¢idente to cS . 

- wheck the steady progress of good government and material welfare. The Political ni 

_ Officers had however to deal with individual cases of inept or despotic conduct &, 
among the Chiefs, and a thorough enquiry was held into the causes of the popular aa 


”- 


discontent which had threatened the peaceof Yawnghwe State. A successfuland i | 
well-attended durbar was held by Sir Hugh Barnes in March, and was followed by bs 
a cattle show and an exhibition of arts and crafts, which served to illustrate the | 
great resources of the country, and the need of a railway to extend its markets. 
Fhe replacement of the military gatrison by Military Police was completed, 
internal communications improved, and the principles of the revenue system 
embodied in.a simple. Code of Rules. Therewas no serious increase of cnme. A 
dangerous gang of robbers was successfully dispersed by one of the Chiefs, andthe 


— (a see, 





iis 


= SUMMARY, 
ii ina 
teader killed. The school for the sons of Shan Chiefs continued to flourish 
and measures were taken for the improvement of indigenous schools. Agricul- 
tural conditions were favourable, and tribute and taxes were paid for the most part 


without difficulty. 


4. The complete tranquillity of the Northern Shan States was only threatened 


by an abortive rising under a religious fanatic, who, with many of his followers, was 


killed by the Military Police. The satisfaction of border claims was again obtained 
by meetings with the Chinese authorities, and this method of adjustment was 
extended to the ill-administered state of Meng Ting. Partial failures of the staple 


food crops were counterbalanced by the facilities for trade afforded by the railway, 
to which, also, are to be traced a large increase of crime among the alien 


population and the more frequent resort to the Civil Courts. The tea crop was 
abundant and commanded good prices. The work of the Police was satisfactory, 
and nearly all serious cases were breught to light. Fiscal independence was still 
withheld from the Acting Chief of Hsipaw pending the liquidation of his debts, and 
an Adviser was appointed t« reduce to order the financial chaos produced by similar 
extravagance in Tawngpeng. The sate of tribute in the Kachin tracts was raised 


and the demand paid without difficulty. Expert assistance was obtained from Burma 
for the supervision of the extensive public works undertaken by the Chiefs, and: 


similar action towards the furtherance of education is contemplated. 


The petty States cf Hsawnghsup and Singkaling Hkamti were quiet and 


prosperous. In both of them, and in Méng Mit, which was still administered 
under Government control, an abundant rainfall produced an excellent harvest. 


5. Raidshby trans-frontier villages continued to interrupt the peace of the Chin 
Hills, but the development of the people made remarkable progress. The resent- 


ment caused by the unprovoked attacks from across the border did not assume an 
active form, ard the peaceful resort of the Chins to the plains continued unchecked. 
In the Pakékku tract a shortage of crops caused some anxiety, but good relations 
were maintained with trans-frontier villages with the help of the Chin Police, who 


have almost cntirely repiaced the Military Police force. The Piya Chins on the 


- Upper Chindwin border made their submission and the blockade, which had been 





enforced against them, was removed. 2 


6. Regard for administrative efficiency necessitated the constitution of a new 
charge in the Kachin Hill tracts of the Myitkyina district. Border cases with 
China were adjusted satisfactorily with the help of the Chinese officials and the 
Consular authorities at Yannan-F and Téngydeh to whom this government is much 
indebted for cordial assistance on al! occasions. A brutal murder, ascriued to 
Kachins from across the pale, was a symptom of unsettled conditions to the 


north. The internal administration of the Hills was uneventful, crime was light,’ 


and tribute was collected without difficulty in spite of an indifferent harvest. The 
output of jade increased enormously, and the Hukawng Valley. sent in large 
quantities of amber and rubber. Fourteen trans-frontier Chiefs paid a visit to the 
Deputy Commissioner at Myitkyina, at which border affairs were discussed, and 


the opium policy, which has been the cause of some irritation across the border, 
was explained. 
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7. The ‘material prosperity of the’ 
crop was below normal, but prices were. cinaieae 
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anal there was no check tothe seadyextension of eulraton. —_ | 2 i 
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8. Owing to anfiadifferent season, ah ein and tg inde 

nue were heavier than in the previous year. The former amounted to Rs. 2, 
and the latter to Rs. 70,725, but the colle : 
1903-04. The same cause operated to 
the case of fishery revenue, of which Rs. 
(including arrears from the previous year) | 
: year. The outstandings of water-rate, c 
the collections amountin Rs. 31,665, 
tively. Resort was had hgcive pr 

reve nue, of which 86 pe vis reali d. Process was directed against i 

© msveable property ina lary # uber of s, warrants of attachment being OT 
gent. and seat sales 39 per cent. more pumerous than i in the wag ye: 

























D itation- tax and thathameda were trifling, 
S. 49:84,819 and Rs, 48,63,120 Tespec- 
s for the r recovery of Rs. 14,15,107 of 




















ey se ue aan br and Bidsshive wall and nit 

| a ns hundred and eleven quare iniles in Th ayet myo besides smaller pa Katha, 
4 ws -Mergui and “Mandala ay, were demarcate d with a view to survey. The Surve 
“India party (No, 7) made good | progress i in the first ‘named district and completed = 
the large scale survey of the extensions of the Rangoon Manicipality. Revision 

surveys were carried out by local agency over an area of 972 square miles of _ 

ountry, exclusive of the work on island gultivation which i 1s. rata : 
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eXtensions of cultivation, and local parti 
Tavoy over an area vs 139 Square ae | 





settlement paniaees. ul towns of 
a large seale. | 
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Py 10. The Dibcucne of portions of the” t arrawad 
districts was completed during the year, and the rates notified. The ‘original: 
‘settlement: Patlies operating in Katha, Shwebo and Tavoy completed their field - 
Pa, and work was commenced i in the Mandalay Cana! tract. Inthe] | <2 
- . district rates were revised and published, and revision operations were pushed (2? ee 
; forward j in the adjoining district of Ma-ubin, while the reports for Kyauksé and pie 
* Mandalay were completed, and work comimenced in Minbu. Summary settlements 3 lee 
were effected in Kyaukpyu and Meiktila. The two settlements which received the __ . 
orders of Government resulted in'enhancements in the revenue demand of so per 


3 ‘cent. and 37 per cent, respectively, and cast four annas or less per acre. ts 5 
; 3 


. The system of annual correction of cadastral maps was extended over Lang re ~ 

an area sd 918 square miles, and is now employed i in the assessment of nearly 240 °°™% - 
td of rupees of revenue. The cost of the Land Records JJepartment, which 

“was strengthened during the year, amounted to Rs, 23°8 per square mile of 
_ Sultivation and 4'a5 per cent. of the revenue assessment, the latter being 17 lakhs Pe 
“in excess of the previous year. There was a falling off in the attendance at =: Sa sey 


Bev crsmen survey schools owing to the raising of the educational test for 
“admittance. 
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‘Trenife-ot 39. The average sale pace of land rose from Rs. 394 te Ba, 38 oper acre, 
"Speculation was-rife in two districts, but on the whole sales were less .frequent 
than in the previous year, as the chetties were reluctant to advance ;money to 
intending purchasers except at exorbitant interest. On the other hand land was 
_--very-extensively mortgaged to cover losses inflicted by cattle disease, the area 
under mortgage at the end of the year being over ten lakhs of acres. 


oa 


. > 
Waste lands. 13. Inthe Pegu Division the issue of grants for the cultivation of waste-land 
sa was suspended, and elsewhere applications were less numerous, Progress was made 
with the disposal of long standing cases in Lower Burma, and there was a strong 
* demand for land in the new district of ‘Pyapén, but the whole area granted or 
 deased was 127,00-acres less than in the previous year, applications in the Upper 


| ganal..systems. The area granted free of revenue included, in Upper Burma, 
tk and assigned to fieadmen as an appan of their office, and amounted to 779 


~~) 


q 


“ 





hoi 7 ( iting =k per cent, of the occupied area was held by agriculturists, the 
7 ae -proportion being slightly higher than in the previous year. “Local failures of crops 
_ uduced non-resident landlords to sel! some of their holdings in Thatén, which 
‘mostly passed into the hands of resident non-agriculturists. The area occupied 










| 
: by the latter class increased from 622,651 to 695,394 acres, 
i The average tenancy rent was Rs. 98 per acre and was paid on an area of 
2,826,630 acres, both figures being considerably higher than in the previous year. 
¥ os ! 15.7 he undermentioned Acts were d by the Legislative Council during 
o*¢ tif the year i— | | ik a ; ta 
ax Fi —. I of 1904, The Rangoon Police Act Amendment Act. 7 
oe heel ) Il of 1904, The Burma Towmts and Village Laws Amendment Act. 
7) ay TH cigo4, The Burma Excise Law Amendment Act. ME ae 
igh : Four important Bills were introduced in the Council and were enacted after 
cA - _ the close of the calendar year. The subjects dest with by these enactments are 
ss the amendment of the Gambling Law, the administration aad m ment of 
; “i canals, the revision and consolidation of the law relating to fisheries, and the ad- 


n.~ | i a 
na were extended by notification to the 
municipal administration of Lashio. 


ministration of the affairs of the Port of 
Portions of the Municipal Law of B 
\ ‘Shan States and provision was made for t! 


Police. 16. The conduct and discipline of the police force was on the whole satisfac- 
_ |. tory, but the year was distinguished by aiPucrease of crime in several of its mwic 
_ Serious phases both in Rangoon and in the more populous districts of Lower Burma, 

and by the failure of the police to deal vi h it adequately. It is hoped that the 


-teforms about to be introduced will result in substantial improvement both in the — 


prevention and detection crime, In the simpler forms of theft, in excise and 
opium cases and in violent crimes a somewhat more satisfactory degree of sucé 
cess was attained by the police, and there were not lacking instances of real 
detective ability in important cases, such as that which brought to justice the 
chief actor ina brutal murder committed in a railway carnage, | Another murderer 
paid the penalty of a crime ten years old. Headmen and villagers gave effective 


iProvince being mainly confined tothe tracts under the Mandalay and Shwebo 
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‘Z f pengang trial at ne close of the year. 
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co-operation and on occasions displayé deal pddroe and courage aliens | 
dacoits. The survei!lance of criminals was more complete in Rangoon thanin the — 
outlying districts, where many aie have evaded attention. Punitive Bite | 
were employed in four cases. ) 

The policy of develuping the military instincts ii the indigenous races 
was extended by the enlistment of 50 Shans i in the Military Police, the strength of 
which was increased +e seven companies for service in the Southern aa at manee- 

17. The constitution ofthe courte ie anialeaeds but relief was affor fe iby. 
appointment of a temporary Additional Sessions Judge and several additional ! 1a yis- | 
trates, The increase of 6,000 in the number of casés instituted in the courts, t houg ae 
mainly due to the enforcement of Municipal bye-laws and minor enactments, included 
a large number of prosecutions for grievous burt, and the percentage of convictions 
deteriorated both in regular cases and in proceedings for bad livelihood. The delega- ame 
tion of enhanced powers to subordinate Magistrates relieved some a the Sessions é 
Courts, but the Sessions business of the Chief Court almost doubled. ‘Long termsof 
in:prisonment and transportations were more numerous than in the previous year, and — 
a larger number of petty cases were met by the imposition of a fine or bythedemand _ 
cf security for good behaviour, while w hipping was more sparingly inflicted. Increase == 
ed resort was madetothe Appellate Courts, and the percentage of non n-interference eee 
was remarkably !ow in parts of Lower Bi rma. ) A very large number of cases wete me ay os 
scrutinized on revision. Five thousand one hundred and twenty-four spare were oe aes a a 
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| t Jails remained the same asin the previ-! Pri : 
ous year, and the existing accommodation was adjusted to growing needs without 
difficulty. “The number of admissions and the daily average of prisoners were 
greater than in the previous two years. Fi ive out of seven prisoners who escaped 

were recaptured. Discipline improved, More than half of the major ofiences being 
committed by habitual criminals. Murderous assaults were committed on jail off- 
cals at Inseim and Mandalay , but there was no generai outbreak. Anticipatory pur- — a: 
chases and a growing jail population raised the tora! expenditur2, but the net. cost 
of each prisoner to the State was reduced by economical management. The prohts 

from manufactures were the highest on 1 cord, and the jail gardens realised a profit 

on surplus vegetables sold to the public The health of the prisoners was generally 

- good, There were fewer admissions and daily sick in hospital than inthe previous 
vear,but the death rate was slightly highet owing to ihe occurrence of cholera and 
dysentery at Mandalay. | 


, 18, The vee ts of Central and Dist 








g. The introduction of the separate judicial services did not take place till Ctvi jestice 
a close of the year, but the yrowing volume of litigation necessitated the ap- ‘ 
pointment of a few Additional Judges. The increase in the number of original suits, 
which was most remarkable in the De!ta districts of Lower Burma, was responsible 
for aheavy list of pending cases, but the duration of decided cases was shorter 
than in the previous year. The great majority of the new cases were suits for the 
recovery of money of moveable property m the Township Courts, but there was a 
notable rise in mortgage suits, Both are attributable to the normal growth of 
trade and population, Many cases of high value were instituted in the Chief 
Court and inthe District Courts. Applications for execution of decrees were 2,000 
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Registration. 20, The Registration law unt 
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3 other hand, there was a large in 
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in excess of the previous year @ 
the total amount realised shewe 
‘not materially affect the number of 


was little change in the degree of interference the oh 
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the Divisional Courts of Lower Burma. Fewer inspections were performed | the 
Judges of the Chief Court, but the Judges of Divisional and District Courts found ; é ai 
time for than usual. Improvements were effected in the accom tionof 
the Courts and in the manage gent of court libraries and a ae e < ie ay 

| e : 


ertrent no chaherancng the year, te hates aia 
rules adapted to local requirements. — Forty-four 
ty-one: transactions were I in 145 Offices 
> documents we es 8,21,05,739.. The main 
n the value of land, speciale Tee and 24." 
displace mortgages of al holdingsin 
m regis tion amounted to Rs. 1 29,431, aa hy 


were. further simplified and the 
thousand three hundred and eig 
and the aggregate value of 
features the year were the rise 
mal the tendency of outright sales 
‘parts of Upper Burma. The net 











" svgahe increase of expenditure being p On: ater than that of receipts oming ae. ! 
| _——- in the pay of cler pe mA oe Rengeng Office. if + ee 
ad >: — - ? Da an ij . \ f ( ia a 
hy ar. + ae . 2 > / ¢ i ~ "s Ngee sek nd 

1 . * sa R “A ah 





f the ae nicipality rose by nearly a lakh i: 
* of rupees, and the incidence of taxation per head ¢ of population by “7 annas 3 pies. ma 
Te than Rs. 3,80,000 | mn excess of the previous Pats 3 
r cost ‘of works on account of public heath = 
n akhs was raised for reclamation w for which — =i 4 
“a separate banking account as opened, and Rs, 11,20,300 were borrowed for : 
“other purposes, the greater pa being needed for the completion of the Hlawga 

_ water-works, which were formally opened by the Lieutenant-Governor in February 










sy ¢ “4g05), _The transfer of the control of the Municipal Hospitals to Government 


was accompanied by the pai an annual grant of over two lakhs in liew of 
_. Excise receipts. The ordinary income ol the forty minor municipalities amounted 

_.to Rs. 26,20,502 and their empenditure to Rs. 29,94,161. The incidence of 

“e taxation fell slightly. ‘New service taxes were introduced in two towns, and in us 
fous vthers vwew imposis were ris or old ones extended, but the total receipts . 

= _ from Municipal taxation were Rs. 8,500 lower than in the previéus year. On the - 

se in receipts from markets and s'aughter 

ns from Government and other sources were 

hore : was incurred on public safety, and street _ 

lighting was extended i s@veral towns, CLarge water-works were com- 

pleted at Moulmein and Prome, and an important scheme fos hyab has 

been prepared and is being financed. Experiments were undertaken at 

Mandalay and smaller a pushed forward elsewhere: The drainage 

systems of several of the large towns were improved and the expenditure on conser 

_vancy rose by more than K's. 28,600. Hospital accommodaticn was newly provided 

or improved at several towns ands Sites for camps were sct aside for plague patients, 

The Electric Trarnways at Mandalay were opened and achieved instant success. 

More money was spent on Education than in the previous year and several \fanie 

cipal Schools showed. satisfactory results, }Twomore loans were taken from ‘Gov- 

ernment by the Committees of Toungoo and Ma-ubin. The receipts of Town 
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Rs. 931515 were earned in grants. 


Pi ‘ee the Lieutenant-General Comm an : 
and an artillery mess house in Rangoon.) 
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Estimates were prepared for a new structure at Beacon Weed. A small eee ‘a ‘i r 
_ erected at Mergui harbour, and various wharve: i. iat 
~ extended or repaired. The river steame 


en _ vessels was increased by eight to meet gr 
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seo "improvements Sahiich the Trust has bath : 
Ge Rs. 2,55,720,_ Heavy expenditure wa 


so 


- increased from 2,961 to 3,011 and their ton 
-) gfoss tonnage in the ports of the province 
«third represented shipping to or from foret; 
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- funds, the sotie which nikiccresallie two, were Rs. 
expenditure amounted to Rs. 3,93,164. 


aa. The strength of the regular : 
279 cadets, of whom 2,396 were | F 


23. The stay works undert: 


constructed at both stations. The water-SUpF 


improved. An armoury and quarters for 
_ Burma Volunteers were built at Maymya | 


24. The light -houses and light-vessel 
_the light-houses have been submitted for 












h advice-of the Tr rinity House Bi 


occupied i in the conveyance of troops, store 


_ upkeep: of the Provincial F botills was Rs, 5 
brenih. O17. 
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26. The ia bel al Seeacld entering 


6,494,3§8, of which more than one- ;. 
ports, while 159 vessels ee 4 img 


te 


27, Cattle disease and floods were responsible for exceptionally heed xi Avia : 


amongst plough animals, and were coincident in Lower Burma with an unfavourable 
_ fainfall, which, though there was no suspicion of scarcity, considerably reduced the 


Surplus paddy available for exportation and therefore the capacity of the people to 
replace lost stock. The system of inoculation against rinderpest found increased 
favour with cattle-owners, and the Veterinary staff did much to reduce the dimen- 
sions of the calamity, ‘Five cattle shows were held during the year, but were not 


entirely successful. A free distribution of agricultural loans mitigated the losses of 
“ultivators, who borrowed four and half lakhs of rupees from Government, and the 


: Shwebo, where 82,000 acres came newly under the p'ough, affords a happy auguty 
rs for the time when the new canals will render a large area independent Of 
a variations of rainfall. ; 

of - Horticuiturt 29. The site of the Agri-Honicultural Gardens in Rangoon was removed t¢ 
i ; make rcom for the new Genera! ee and goud proyress was made with tte 
caer equipment of the new gardens, Experimental gardens were maintained in 
a c various places in Upper Burma, the Chin Hills and the Southern Shan States, and 


Weather and 


cups. 


t Forests. 
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viii SUMMARY. 

concession of fallow rates has been made easier of attainment. i An auspicious 
commencement was made with the system of Co-operative Credit Societies, 
by which it is hoped that the people will by their own efforts become independent 
of the native money-lender. Agricultural prices responded to the shortage in 
the main crup and the tenacity of speculators, but it is improbable that the 
people at large reaped any advantage from a market in which Rs. 110 per too 
baskets was paid in May 1905. There were local failures of the sessamur 
crop in Upper Burma, where the season was more than usually favourable to 
paddy cultivation. (Embankments afforded protection to a smaller area than in 
the previous year owing to a Serious breach in the Henzada district, but irrigation 
in Upper Burma was considerably more effective, an additional area of over 10,000 
acres coming within the range of Government canal systems or private projects, ) | 


23. The coincidence of an unfavourable monsoon and a light paddy crop 


— 
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with very large extensions of the cropped area is explained partly by the insistent ~ 


demands of a growing population, und partly by the fact that the rainfall, which 


was untimely and capricious in Lower Burma, was unusually well distributed in the 
Upper Province. Moreover, even in the delta, the commencement of the 
season was exceptionaily hopeful, and the shortcomings of the harvest were the 


° . ° ; ee 
' result of excesses and failures in the Jater months. Five rer cent. of the crops 


sown failed to mature. In some places floods completely stopped agricultural 
operations, and in others three sowings were necessary to secure an indifferent 
crop. That the year can show an expansion of cultivation by nearly 600,01 

acres is largely due to the rare timeliness and abundance of the rainfall in Upper 
Burma, and in particular in districts where the paddy crop is ordinarily precariots. 


~The result was seen in u verv + substitution of paddy for millet and other 


crops which are suited by a lighter rainfall. The effect of the favourable season in 








some success attended the cultivation of fruit and vegetables. Potatoes did well: 
especially at | aunggyi, where, also, oats have survived the experimental stage. — 
The breeding of silkworms was a failure, but exatic tobacco was successfully 
grown in some districts. Tea and coflee were planted, the former aithont results, 
and the latter with very limited success. lurther efforts were made to improve 


the outturn and quality of cotton by the selection and distribution of indigenous 
seed. | | 


30. An area of 373 square miles was added to the reserved. forests of the 
Province, the cost of completed settlements being Rs. 14,423. The survey of 
1,14 Square miles was completed by two parties of the Survey of India, besides a 
large amount of rough survey by local officers, and 479 miles of forest boundaries 
were demarcated. One working plan was completed for an area of 39 square 
miles and others, involving 2,700 square miles, were under compilation. The 
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SUMMARY. da 
number of reported forest offences rose, chiefly owing to better supervision, by 
28 per cent. There were 88 prosecutions for injuring forests by fire, and incendi- 
arism was Suspected in several other cases. Fires were unusually destructive i in 
Lower Burma owing to the length of the dry season, and protection was only 
successful in 92 per cent. of the area in which it was attempted. The area of rig 
teak ¢aungya plantations was largely extended, and protective fences were erected Ge 
round the rubber plantation, which had suffered from the incursions of wild animals, 
There was 2 great expansion in the outturn of timber and fuci, though leak 
declined. Pyingado was extracted in large quantities for railway sleepers, and. 


there was a heavy demand for unreserved timber and fuel. The receipts, which oe ee 
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excecded the expenditure by nearly 94§ lakhs, were swollen by the ny sale of: hig 
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a1. The output of the oil-fields of | 
and there was a continuance of prospect 
proposed to connect by a pipeline with 
The. Burtra Ruby Mines Compa 
operations. More ruby earth was treate 
Rs. 76,00u tess than in the previcus year 


gf workiig the main fields, which tt is” i 
Jangoon. Br ats iF 
y were slightly less successful in their. 


The gold. dredging industry continues 


¥ 


to attract enterprise and a number of applications: were received during the year, © 


Tin was produced ia slightly increased - ities but the coal-fields of the Province 
are yet to be found. The outpat of jade was nearly double that of the. previous: 
year, though there was delay in commencing wt wer Marble and steatite were Pie 


also extracted in small quantities. 3 2 1) Tien he He ee 
s a a 
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_ 32. There was no development of te home industries & the people, BP Manu ue 


continued to supply the bulk of their own simpler needs, and to supplement rather. a 
than to displace the pursuit of agriculture The growth of the rice-inilling trade aa 
was maintained, nine new mills being erected during the vear. Defects of manage- he 
ment or sanitation were brought to light in Kangoon and Bassein, and the neces pee ‘ 
sity of regular insnection was enghsen a The general condition of the operatives ay oH ; 
was satisfactory. | $ eae Re a 3 
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33- The value of the maritime trade of the Province was Rs. 42,38, baeab, OF Speers 


68 per cent. more than the record figure of the previous vear. Ranguon absorbed “3: 
81 per cent. of the total trade and 98 per cent. of the foreign imports, of which 
cotton goods formed mere than one quarter. . The decline of the silk and match’ 
trade with japan and the persistence with which American oi was torced into 
competition with the local product were features of the year. Rice comprised 
81 per cent. of the foreign exports from Rangoon and ga per cent. of those from _ 

the minor ports, while it had a predominant share in the abnormal development 

of the outward coasting trade, which increased by one crore and 47 lakhx. The ~ 
demand for rice in Japan, owing to the war, was phenomenal, and the shipments of 

oil both to India and to other countries evidenced the expansion of the industrys. | 


34. Inland trade, except that with Karenni and Southern Siam, continued to land 


tr 
expand, though it is noticeable that the imports fail tokeep pace with the exports, 
especially in the trade with China, which has little to offer, except forbidden opium, 
for the goods which are’sent over the border. The Northern Shan States paid 
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urma increased by 30} million gallons, Mines and 


d, but the value of the stones obtained was | : 2 | 
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x | SUMMARY. 


for imported cotton with tea. In the Southern States improved registration 
indicated remarkable pros erity. ‘The project for the construction of a Railway 
to these States has been warmly supported. There is every reason to believe. 
that sucha Railway will be useful and remunerative. The deeline of the teak. 
industry and the replacement of imported by Kheddah elephants affected the 
trade with Siam and Karenni. 
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Public = --ss-45. The year was onc of 


seat activity in the Public Werks Department, 
Works, 


involving an expenditure of a crore and a quarter of rupees. _ Among the moreim- 
portant items of construction were the demarcation of the Burma-China boundary 
and the provision of houses and offices at Maymyo, and of accommodation in 
Lower Burma fer the courts to be established under the new Judicial scheme. 
| “New jails at Mogdk and Moulmein, new barracks forthe Military police at Pyapén 
le and in the Southern Shan States, block-houses cn the North-Eastern Frontier, 
and stations and quarters for the Civil Police in many places were completed or 
under construction. The scheme for the construction of a new General. Hospital 
; was sanctioned and work commenecd, and the designs and estimates for the Chief 
ch? ~- Court were completed. The additional wings of the Public Offices in Rangoon were 
at : approaching completion by the end of the year. Communications were improved by 
*, be the addition of 304 miles of roadst the mileage already supervised by the Depart- 
t Pa ment. The. Siamese Frontier was tapped i in two places, while the C hinese Frontier 
he road was Carried over the border and continued for.26 miles in Chinese territory. : 

| ‘Some ot eS main roads of the prongace were considerably improved, and road-making 
Lb Was activ ely pushed forward in the’ Shan States and Chin Hills. Several impor- 
Sia : “tant bridges, notably those over the Myitnge at Hsipaw and over the S. ttang on 
ee . the road to Thandaung, were projected, begun or completed. A considerable 
#3 number of quarters were constricted for subordinates and clerks, several bazaars 


and hospitals in the mofussil built or extended and the censtruction of four important 


schools was completed or advanecd. The Departine nt also met the increased 


: as requirements of the Postal and Telegraph services and carried out the construction 
Re) Of a inuseum at Fayan. 


Ps 
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36. Only a smnall extension was made to the open line, but two important pro- 
| jects—the Pegu-Moulmein and Henzada- K vangin railways—-were sanctioned and 
“commenced. The gross earnings of the railway system increased by Rs. 11,07, 116 

_ and the working expenses by only Rs. 3,40,105, the net earnings nceeapng by 
Rs. 7,67,011, which represented 4°30 pei cent. of the capiiali vutiay. » Daas lives 


_ were lost in 1 Large additions were made to the rolling stock and the 
open line was partially relaid and duplicated. 


7 


Tramways. 33. The electric tramway in fn Mandalay proved very popular and successful, 


and electric power is to be applied 
plied tothe tramway syst h 
Steam line from Thatén tu Duyinzeik y systent in Rangoon. ®: e 


shewed increased receipts, and a similar 
line is projected to run from Mandalay eA 


to Madaya, 


irrigation. 38. Good progress was made with the construction uf the Shwebo, Ye-u and 


Mén canals, which, with the completed Mandalay canal, absorbed a capital 


expenditure of over 12 lakhs of rupees, while canals and embankments together 





GUMMARY. me - 


protected 40,000 acres more than in the previous year. The assessment of water- 
rate to the credit of the Mandalay canal more than doubled. On the Shwebo 
system 7§ miles of the main and branch canals and 87 miles of distributaries were 
completed, and the head works of the new Ye-u canal were well advanced. Ground 


was broken on the Mén project. The remodelling of the distributaries on the 


smaller systems was well advanced and extensive repairs were undertaken. The 
incursions of the Sittang necessitated the abandonment of the proposed new lock 
at Minywa on the Pegu-Sittang canal. River navigation was facilitated by the 
removal of obstacles and the widening of channels. 


39. The pross revenues of the province amounted to Rs. 10,82,40,114 and Gress 
, evEnues. 


the expenditure to Rs. 6,83,41,594. Both exceeded the figures of the previous 
year, the former by Rs. 48.29,224 and the latter by Rs. 1,§2,012. The share of 


the net revenue credited to Imperial funds was Rs. 4,14,28,605, but the expenditure 
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from Provineta] funds exceeded the ceecipts hv nearly 16 lakhs, main'y owing to 


heavy expenditure on irrigation and other public works. 


40. The area under assessment increased by abovt 440,000 acres, and the Land 
-land revenue of the province, which had been Rs. 2,15,08,765 in the previous year, 


rose to Rs. 2,29,82,704. The introduction of a summary settlement and the adop- 
tien of acre rates in the Chindwin districts supplemented the effect of a generally 
favourable season i: Upper Burma, while in the delta extenstons were considerable 
in spite of an excep ionaily unfavourable season, and a large number of grant-holders 


came on the rolls on the expir:;; of their terms of exemption. The revenue 


demand responded to the introduction of enhanced rates in three districts in Lower 


Burma, the assessment of full rates ia the Mandalay canal tract and the exten 
“Sion of survey in Katha. Remissions of revenue were heavy on account of 


floods in the Lower Province. The demand of capitation-tax was nearly Rs. 1,20.000 
more than in the previous year and indicated both an increase of population and more 
careful assessment. More thai 20,000 houscholds were added to the thathaneda 


. _ a ; Pu. ' oS ine 
asscssment rolis aid tWO and a Wait lakes tu tne dcuuand, a5 @ result of wie aitrac- : 


‘ions of a favour ble season for a usually migratory population. An increase of over 


Rs. 70,000 in the demand of fishery revenue was shared in the proportion of nine 
to one by leased fisheries and net license fees. The iatter was the result of 
improved supervision, but the fishing scason was not a good one and reckless bid- 
ding for leases at auction was not justified by results. Royalties on the extraction 
of petroleum nroduced four lakhs more than in the previous year, and there was 2 
considerable recovery in the revenue from the Ruby Mines. 


4t. Customs receipts produced a revenue more than 15? lakhs in excess Cussoms. 


of the previous year. The export trade inrice recovered, and the importation 
of cotton goods was very heavy. 


42. The extension to the Upper Province of the Lower Burma system of Gpiuc. 


vend of opium, with the consequent incréase of establishments, was the main 
factor in the prowth of excise charges, which amounted to Rs. 16,46,552, or more 
than three and a half lakhs in excess of the previous year. The abolition of the 
auction system resultéd in a decrease of a lakh of rupees in the receipts from 


we, Ft ~. 


liquor was two and three-quarter 


xii SUMMARY, 


license fees, but the duty on excise and foreign opium realized Rs.. §0, 11,73 So 
an increase of Rs. 7,19, 328, of which six and a quarter lakhs were the result of the 
larger issues of opiumin Lower Burma. Restrictions were placed on the amount _ 
to be sold to individual purchasers, with a view tothe suppression of hawkers, and 
the increase of - -consumption was coincident with the exercise of considerable 
activity on the part of the excise staff towards the abolition of opium dens. The: 
growth of the coeaine habit led to the issue of a notification subjecting the drug 
to the provisions of the excise law. 
i 

43. Collections on account of saltexcise revenue aggregated Rs, 2,73,140 
as against Rs. 2,67,610 in 1903, The output of local salt declined considerably 
owing to the reluctance of the people to work under the new system of assessment 
on outtum, and the low prices obtainable. The duty levied on foreign salt in- 


_ creased by nearly three-quarters of a lakh. Aden successfully competed with 


England and Germany, which had shared the market for a year. 


' ; 
44. The estimated cre in the reccipts from license fees and duty on 
jakhs, in spite of a considerable reduction in the 


number of licensed shops. There were remarkable increases of 72 per cent. in 


Forests, 


the excise revenue on account of country spiritsand of nearly three lakhs on 
account of country fermented liquor, and, though the number of ¢arz shops was _ 
reduced by 110, the sale of licenses produced half a lakh more than inthe pre- — 
vious year. Licenses for the sale of imported liquors realised Rs. 12,05, 234, an i 
increase of Rs, 57,000, but the output from the European distilleries declined, 
owing chiefly to the competition of country made liquor. | 


45. A central depdt for th supply of stamps to Burma and the Andamans was: 


established at Rangoon, but the increase of expenditure was trifling as compared 


with the genera) growth of the stamp revenue from Rs. 29,41,940 to Rs. 33,12,820. —- 
Fifty-six per cent. cf the incre ase | Was attributabie to the effect of prosperity on 
litigation, while speculation in land and commercial activity in the chief town and 
the extension of cuitivation elsewhere enhanced the demand for qua judi 
‘stamps. 


46. The operation of the Income- Tax Act was slightly extended and nearly 
nine hundred more persons were assessed, with aresultant demand of one and three- 
quarter lakhs in excess of the Bip ious year. Thetutal collections erceares from 
the Reh arkios of wait trade in B aivoots and the induey adele of Abe district 


were more closely assessed. The commercial depression of Mandalay was shghtly 
less marked than in the previal year, 


47. The receipts of the Fombet Department showed an increase of more than 
24 lakhs of rupees, while the expenditure was only slightly in excess of that of 
1903-04. An outbreak of anthrax in the Rangoon Depot necessitated the carly 
sale of departmentally extracted teak at focal centres which would otherwise have 


been disposed of after the close of the year, and the lessees in the Southern circle 
extended their operations, 







48. The most :e¢ 
-gerult of the sale-of elephants-by ‘the: 
was incurred under several heads, es 
"Rs. (2,02,000), Law and Justice—Courts of Law (Rs. 1ojs00) 
‘ARs. 1,00,000), while” Jails,'Kheddahs ard indankinéhts were 
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49. The income and expenditure of Incorporated Local Funds er oP 
Rs. 28,03,558 and Rs. 27,83,173, respectively, the increase of ‘the latter 
(Rs. 1,70,942) bring proportionately twiceas hcavy as that of the former, Phe 
income of the District Cess Funds of ¢ Burma expanded’ with the growth of 
2 “Jand revenue, and the fees from slaugh houses and ferries were generally 
sg _ more considerable. The: ae on i works basashaes: with the ‘growth 


smaller cost than in the previous year. 







of revenue. 


The total i income of the Br ‘Exel ed Local funds was Rs. 48, My Fs, 
_-gnd their expenditure Rs. 32,04,372. Cantonment funds were aided considerably — 
We Government contributions. The Land Sale and Rent fund at eg and fe 
se Oa * fand of the Educational ee re closed, 
















= 5° Bacthding Rangoon and Mouln _ Municipal: Flies enscined to Municipal 
@Rs, 28,49,260 and expenditure to Rs. 3149.3:252. The aggregate indebtedness of re aaa 
Sr aeunicipalities was Ks. 1,27,07,804, of which Rs. 1,24,24,500 ree the 

ie i loans of Rangoon, Betis and Mandalay. 


. is 51, The birth- vate fell to 32°71 per 
4 _ ¥eriations in the rate for both rural and ur 
carried ont ina defective manner. The climatic conditions of the year were 
healthy, and the death-rate fell from 24°13 per 1,000 to 22°36 in the ‘Lower 
ye | Province, and from 21 ‘Bo to 18°69 per 1,000 in Upper Burma. As usual, malarial 
a ers contributed the largest number of deaths, and the efforts made to increase 
__ the popularity of quinine make littie progress. The country was ‘unusually free 
_ from cholera and smallpox. A very large proportion of the deaths occurred 
amongst youngchildren, Plague did not obtain - oe in the province tll after 
the close of the year, 


1,000 during the year. The marked Bits nd 
n circles show that registration is sti 






52. The emigration of 125,215 persons a a balance of over 50,000 to swell Emigration 
the population of the province. Most of them are of the codlie or cultivator gration 
‘class, but railway construction attracts a few labourers from Northern India. 


53. There was a large increase in the number of in-patients and out-patients Masa | 
treated in the various hospitals ofthe province. The ratio of attendance to popula- ~ 
tion, which is still only 12°33. percent. will, itis hoped, be improved with the pro- 
} vision of more hospitals and the establishment of the proposed medical school in 
Burma. The total number of hospitals supported or aided hy Goverment for the 
Public is now 145. Twelve new institutions were opened during the year, and the 
new General Hospital at Rangoon has been commenced. The increase in receipts 
and expenditure was about equal, Rs. 64,000, There was a larger attendance at 
- Police, resi and private hospitals than in phe previous year. The affairs of 
4 
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* seidsitlloiaiioctee Rangoon have been pla on. A 
4 basis and the out-look is promising. There was a Bejan) in the &, 
S number of i ee during “~~. ee eS a RG" 


bh  anadieg | 54. lather more than halt the nal mai Inco the pice wa ; 
i ipited Be dante works: everal large schemes of 

and conservancy have been un | 

works have been completed a 
‘smaller towns and villages | is backward. The contemplated | 
inspecting staff will, it is hoped, improve both th: eiliciency of vaccinators and the ws ) 
accuracy of their returas. Both the number (397.41 t) and the senate (847 se") 
Per cent .) of their operations showa off from the previous year. ee | 
bes however, handicapped by a par failure of the lymph ‘supply achig the. ee 
weather. The expenditure on vaccination was just over a bah of rupees and the 
ee gost of each successful case five annas two pies. " 
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55 The expenditure on tion from all sources was about three lakhs i in is ‘ 
excess of the previous year. A. siderable portion of the “expenditure was met eal 
from the special grant made by the Government of India towards the fulfilment of 5 > rf 
the policy enunciated by the Simla Conference of 1901, and further measures for A ha 
its realisation have been sanctioned. The staff of the Educational Department » was Hie 
Vike, “reorganized at considerable expense and further facilities were afforded to teachers 
_ toacquire: sound methods of inst : 
schools under Government control has Bo sanctioned, and Covert est 
! “ , _ Vernacular schools have been opened at three centres, Normal schools were i 
ce . in Rangoon and Akyab, and thoseat Moulmein, Toungoo and Mandalay were reorga- — 
sk. Wes The opening of a Goven 
was successful and assistance is 
_ with the previous year the pum 
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nent Primary school at Falam in the Chin Hills 2 a 
o be afforded in the Shan States. ‘Compared — 
of schools increased by 4 per cent. and the 
clicieny the eyiem of cdveation damcanued | . 


mye ‘The advance secondary vernacular education was noteworthy 
attendance and the application of female pupils were good. The 
: i Fl toecdgehcas includes six pr ary schools for girls. Technical education was 
| backward, but the reorganisation of the Government Engineering schoolisexpected 
A. to effect an improvement. The poor at colleges and the frequent — 
_* failures at the University exami were unsatisfactory features of the year, 

and acommittee has been appointed to investigate the cause of the defects. The 
Rangoon College was removed from the control of the Educational Syndicate and 
came under the direct control of Government, It has been decided to open a hill 
school for Europeans and Eurasians at Maym ymyo, The attendance at survey 

fs: _ schools was lower than in the previous year, but it is thought that the cause was 


only temporary. Some success was attained in technical education 
Reformatory School at Insein. — Bess 2 
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| Seca 56. The vear was distinguished by the issue of the first novel in Burmese. 


Press. Other publications were mainly religious or educational. A considerable number of 


cee elena obtained circulation, and included issues in Tamil, Gujerati 


57. The annual provincial competi included for the first time.an exhibition Asta aad 


of paintings and photographs, and was of special interest. The exhibits of 
handicrafts attained, as usual, a high of excellence. 


58. The Ancient Monuments Preservation Act -was passed during the year, Arcuningy 


and lists of monuments and buildings to which its provisions may be applied were 
ordered to be prepared. The dismantlement and reconstruction of the spire of 
the Mandalay palace was begun, and a number of inspections of ancient buildings 
were carried out by the Government Arch@ologist, who also made some interesting | 


discoveries at the old city of Halingyi in the Shwebo district. The cost of he. oe 


Department was Rs. 19,534. 


4 






59. The Cathedral at Rangoon wi 
location of the proposed church, in memory of those who fell during the war in 
Upper Burma, was changed to Maymyo i 


to be stationed in that cantonment. 


« aot it Pe a. omer a T Oe e.of 


S consecrated in January 1905. The Pe cleina 43 


view of the number of British troops ; 
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1—PHYSICAL AND POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY. 


| Xevansnces— 
| Repart on the Administratian of the Shan States for the year ending the 31st March 1905, 
Report on the Administration of the Chin Hills for the year ending the 31st March 1995, 
Report on the North-Eastern Frontier of Burma for the year ending the just Mash rq0g, 
Sensce and Crop Repart for the year ending the Seth June 190% _ 5 
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Physical Features of the Country, Area, Climate and Chief Staples. 
_ Information on these subjects is contained in paragraphs 1—8 of the Repasg 
_ forthe vear 1g0t-02, It is not repeated here, Uf | 


ee i Re re ee — ee | 


“7a ) POLITICAL. 
a. A brief ac-ount of the principal events in the history of the Province is to 


Form of Administration. 

Aas 4. The genesal form of administration re ains as it was in 1901-02, and iy 
described in paragraphs 20—38 of the Reportofthat year. At the end oprnereen 
_- #8 certain changes in the direction of the separation of the Judicial and Executive 
services were foreshadowed. \From the 1st March 1905 practical effect was given 
to these pg Pr ae proposals by the fermation of a Supenor Judicial Service, 
yee consisting of five Divisional and eight. District udges, and this was followed a 
i month later by the institution of the Township Judi ial Service, the strength of 
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~ be fuund in paragraphs 9—19 of the Report for 1901-02. 5 
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3 pee Historical Summary. | ie 


— which was 36. The former was framed on the modej of the aha i a 


the Divisional Judges being the Sessions Judges of their Divisions and 
Judges confining themselves mainly to the exercise of civil jurisdiction. The 
schemeincluded the most populous districts of Lower Burma, and did not extend to. 


Commissioner continues to perform ex-offcso the duties of District Judge, to R 
oon, where the Chicf Court takes the place of the District Court, or to the Arakan 


ill Tracts, whieh are under a speciallaw. In the remaining 13 districts of Lower _ 


Burma the Deputy Commissioner ceased to have yi with civi justice, In 
four cases two, and in one case three, districts have been grouped under one District 
Judge, who apen s past of his time ineach.) Besides their civil jurisdiction, District 

es ere invested with powers under sections 30 and 34 of the Criminal Proce- 

_ dure Codc in order that they might partially relieve Deputy Comtaissioners of the 

burden of criminal work, ey they were also empowered to hear criminal appeals 

from and and rd class Magistrates, Two of the appointments of District Judge 
eroreare tah members of the Provincial Civil Service. 

oe Similarly, by the appointment of Divisional Judges the Commissioners of the 
Pegu, Tenaaserim and Irrawaddy Divisi ns were relieved of all judicial work, crimi- 

tal and civil, and the Commissioner of the Minbu Division received similar relief 

in respect of Thayetmyo district ; but in the Arakan division the Commissioner con- 

_ Unues to be Divisional and Sessions Judge for his division. The districts in the 

OL P ¢gu and Irrawaddy Sessions divisions, with the adiition of Thayetmyo, were 
istributed amon ee Divisional and Sessions Judges.: Though the Kangoon 

Town District is in the Hanthawaddy Sessions Division, the Sessions cases and 

Criminal regular appeals belonging to it are tred by the Chief Court, and it is not 
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K yauk pyu, Sandoway, Salween, Tavof, Mergui or ‘Thayetmyo, where the vg ee 
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* in the Hanthawaddy civil division. The old appointments of Additional Sessions 


Judges in those divisions, together with that of District Judge of Amherst nd the 
cognate post of Additional Distsict Judge of Mandalay, were absorbed into the 


new service. 


By the constitution of the Township Judicial service 36 appointments were 
removed from the Subordinate and Provincial Executive Services and formed into 
a separate cadre of four prades on pay ranging from Rs. 400 to Rs. 300 a month. 
The scheme only extended to Lower Burma and, apart from the question of re- 
muneration, was the natural outcome of the progressive addition to all kinds of 


| public business, which had for some years necessitated the employment of an 


“Myingyan to Pakokku. Inter-township boundaries were modifie 


icreasing number of officers on purely judicial work. = tt 
Character of Land Tenures : System of Survey-and Settlements. ) 
7a These are described in the Report for 101-02, paragraphs 39—S55. 
Civil Divisions of British Territory. 


5. The civil divisions of the Province, as they existed in 1908-02, are de cnbed 
in paragraphs s6—67 of the Report of that year. Administrative convenience has 
‘since dictated various alterations. Inthe year under report the changes effected were 
of minor importance. Inthe K yaukpyu district a new subdivision was constituted 
without addition to the number of townships. Certain small areas were transferred _ 
from the Upper Chindwin.to Myitkyina, from Pyapén to By uaemny and from 

in the Shwebo, 
Sagaing and Pegu districts. The headquarters of the K yaukyit township in Sagaing 
district, of Pasék township in Pakékku, and of Oktwin township in Toungoo, were 
moved to Myaung, Saw and Pyu, respectively, and in the last named case the town- 
ship was sybsequently divided into two, Oktwin being reconstituted a headquarters. 
‘It was finally. decided to transfer the headquarters of the Minbu Division to 







~ ‘Magwe, but pending the erection of the necessary buildings the decision has not 


yet been carried into effect. = a 
Details of the last Census: Tribes and Languages... | 
_. 6. Information on these subjects will be found in paragr phs 68—¥s5 of the 
Report for 1901-03. x | SSS ee | 
a. Changes in the Administration. 


Soathern 


9. THE Hon’ste Sir H. S, BARNS, K.C.S.1,, K.C.V.0., .C.S., held charge. 
of the administration throvghout the year under report. | 


. P -. J 
Relations with Tributary States and Frontier Affairs. 


. 8.( Peace on the frontier and internal progress were the main features of the 
year’s administration in the Southern Shan States. Law and order having been 
established in Northern Siam, the troubles which threatened the Kéhgtang border 
were averted, while the chaotie condition of Kénghung politics had no actual 
efect. on thetranquillity of the cis-Mekong States. The resentment aroused 


amongsi a portion of the inhabitants of the Yawnghwe Siate by the iiisoduciion 


of fiscal innovations was allayed by the withdrawal of the obnoxious measures ; 


steps weretaken to remodel the re “enue system of the State, and a patential cause 
of unrest and intrigue was removed by the Lieutenant-Governor’s announcement it 
Durbar that the Sawswa's authority would not be curtailed by the reviyal of a local 
Chieftainship, Enquiry having shown that the presence of an Adviser was dis- 
tasteful to the Sawdm.2z, and mistnusted by the people, the appointment, which had 


only been in existence for two years, was abolished. Proof of the material ‘es dirh 


and prosperity of the people was afforded by the successful cattle show and 
exhibition of arts and crafts which followed the Durbar held by the [.ieutenant: 
Governor in March, |) The quality and number of the exhibits, both agricultural and 
industrial, lent strength to the anticipation that the construction of the projected 
tailway from Thazi in Burma will be financially justified.” Rubber of a High quality 
was shown from Kengtang and elicited expert commendation. ... © ~~ °° a 


seta) RELATIONS WITH TRIBUTARY STATES AND FRONTIER APPAIRS y 
-- The process of displacement of the military garrison of the States by Military l=Puesr-” 
Police was completed during the year, a small portion of the new battglion Potnesn: 
being locally enlisted Shang. Crime was not heavy and was moderately well deak Gascsars?. 
with by the regular Government Police, by the paid force employed in the Yawnghwe 
State and by the large irregular staff which is employed for the maintenance of 
order by the other chiefs. The Pwela A/yosa success ully attacked and dispersed 
a dangerous gang of armed eee by an outlaw, who was hilled. Civil 
litigation increased in Taunggyi in sympathy with the growth of an alien popula- 
tion Elsewhere the bulk of such disputes continue to be settled out of court, 
In spite of local calamities the rice crops were up to the average and in 
KéngtOng abnorinally good. Dry crops gave excellent returns, and it is hoped 
that the introduction of a better aiellty of seed will improve the outturn and 
staple of cotton. The reservation of forests has been commenced. Neatly 43 
million. cubic feet of teak were exported into Burma during the year, but the 
efforts of the Chiefs to work thcir own forests, otherwise than for local consump=- 
tion, have to a great extent proved a failure.. In other cases they participate in 
the profits. Improved methods of registration showed that the: volume of trade 
between the States and Burma was much largerthan that previously recorded, the 
regaté value of exports and imports giving an apparentincrease of 28 lakhs 
of rupees. ‘The successful co:mpetition of Kéngting silk with the famous Chinese 
product, and the introduction of grass mats onthe model of the Indian matting 
observed by the Chiefs who attended the Delhi Durbar, give satisfactory e idence 
that local industry has the merit of adaptability. — PN 
The Chiefs have shown aithkc) energy in the construction of roads 
and bridges, and it has become pecesag to restrain their zeal within the limit 
imposed by their resources by the preparation of a programme which will provide 
adequately for the maintenance of roads already existing. 
' The development of the posal system received a check owing to the abuse 
of the privileges of the parcel post by KéngtOng tradesmen, which led to its 
displacement by a contract system. The practice was but a symptom of the 
progressive concentration of trade in the hands of natives of India and the conse- 
quent drat of money from the States. It remains to be seen whetherthe Shan ig 
capable by nature of taking full advantage of the facilities which the projected 
railway will afford for the disposal of his produce and of recovering lost pee 
The revenue demand in the various States showed an increase of slightly over 
Rs. 7,000, and there were no outstandings at the close of the year. The 
principles of the revenue system were briefly codified during the year with the p 
object of securing uniformity in the prep : sation of budgets and the collection’ of =. 
taxes. The Guveroment tribute was patd wih commendable punctuality. Only 
inthe Myela: was it found necessary to remit a portion of the tribute. The 
States were happily free fiom epidemies, but the hospitals were well attended. 
The schoot at Taunggyi for the sons of Chiefs admirably fulfils the object 
with which it was founded, and it has been decided to depute an officer of the 
Education Department to encourage the growth and sys:ematise the methods 
of the clementary education afforded by the monasterics. Ee 
_ Karen remained at peace, but elements of discord were engendered by the ity 
mutuai jealousies of the Chiefs and embittered by religious animoe:ties, ae: i 





_ ,.9.An abortive rising by a religious fanatic on the border was. the only — on 
meident which threatenc-d the peace of the Northern Shan States during the year. ~” wes 
It was suppressed by the Military Police, the ringleader and twenty-two of 
his followers. being killed. The annual meeting with Chinese officials for the 
setth:ment of border cases was successfully carried out, but the claims against 
Chefan went by default inthe absence of Chinese Representatives. With the help 
of His Britannic Majesty's Consul at Téngyiieh a meeting was arranged for the 
adjustment of claims against the State of Méng Ting, and existing cases were . 
disposed of, but it is to be feared that until the method of administtation of this 
turbulent State - is improved and the authority of the Samdwa supported by an 
adequate force, this portion of the. border will remain a source of friction. | 
Phere’ was a considetab'e increase in the number of crimes among’ the 
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Gesosray. Police showed signs of improvement, ant ios awe a ee ised, 
| J Violent ees were few sade successfully brought home to the culprits, the — 
‘escape der senti 
Sieabek iccreased, especcally Hsipaw Town, and the work of the Civil Courts 
- showed a satisfactory nee coe whan 3p — to China was 
_made in three cases. An abnormally heavy rainfall and a plague of rats injuriously — 
eect tersasy : (Ww ahd Manglin, and the sessamum and tobhale 
experimental cultivation, also, were icone : 


5 ies lati iced 
ntl -_ I eta i ding with it, The efficiency of the acre State 
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affected the paddy crop in Hsipa 





way line, but the small force of 











ce of death was a blot on the record of the year, 





The results 


_ On the ee liwaver, crops were good, and lea gave excelient results, 


States under 
a cont enjoyed a prosperous. and pea 


with the protection of forests, which has become imperatively ; Trades 
returns taticate increasing prosperity, the most significant features being the 
: | redusicy and the gradually increasing demand for 


upkeep of roads and the erection of o : ’ 

: commenced and another over the Nam Hkaj 

_ tiver is contemplated, The general condition of the peop'e was satisfactory, the — 
influence of the railway on prices being reflected in the ease with which the State — 


Mortality amongst cattle was 
wild dogs adding to the loss i 






progressive success of the tea rea a for 
outside products, - Expendi on pee works was mainly confined to the 
on cial buildings and bazaars, but the brid; 
over Namiu at Hsipaw 3 


_ revenues were collected. It is observed that here also the Shans are being ousted 


increased rate of tribute in the 


ot, and the control of Government over his finances 










Corruption amongst minor officials and injudicious 
remissions by the Chief retarded the progress of the North Hsenwi finances. An 
Kachin tracts was collected without difficulty. 
‘oduced during the year in Lashio, the headquarters 
teresting attempt was made by the Public Works 
he supervision of State undertakings to train local 


?P pils in the elements of road-making, and the backward cause of education is to 


: » La ag 
upon the hill folk under Brit 
_ signal display of self-restraint b 


ernment towards a solution of | 
traders such measure of protection in their journeys beyond the administrative 







_ be advanced by the appointment of an officer of that department from Burma and 
_by the opening of a Government Vernacular Primary School at Lashio, = 


Pig 


vere in most of the States, the depredations of | 
licted by disease. A commencement was made 
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from the most profitable lines of trade and labour, The acting Chief of Hsipaw — 
is still heavily involved in deb 
- Was maintained. A similar cont 
~ good results are anticipated, 


trol has been established in Ta ng, from which © 


10. The petty States of Mone Mit, Hsawnghsup and Singkaling Hkamti 


a 









tates afforded useful co-operation in the suppression of opium- 
Administrative powers have not yet been conferred on the youn 





11. Continued ou committed by villages in the unadministered tracts 


control, while they afforded an o unity for a 
the latter, forced the attention of tS tose 


es 


e dificult problem involved in eying to 1 


border as is compatible with theestablished policy of non-interference in the internal | 
affairs of these turbulent and irespiinadile aang One of the raids was 
characterised by brutal tortures inflicted on the prisoners before they were murder- 
ed, and reprisals were narrowly averted. Events such as these serve to throw into 
strong relief the remarkable progress towards civilisation of the Chins within the 
. The almost total disappearance of violent crime, the ready submission of 
causes of quarrel to the decision of the Political Officers, the increased resort of 
hill men to the plains in search of work and their eager acceptance of instruction 
and medical assistance, afford a gratifying illustration of the results to be obtained 
by the sympathetic management of a ay intractable people, : 


€ process of disarmament was practi 2 RS ‘ 
the number of unstamped guns in ther Hills is complctng: S2e8 14 Qauerenee 






now very limited, Potateces and 


da | eeful year. The harvests were excellent and the 
trade in forest produce more than usually lucrative. The Sawbwas of the Chindwin— 


ina oung Sawbwa of 
Mong Mit, but proposals for his installation are under consideration. Meanwhile 
the resources of the State ar being carefully husbanded. ‘ Sa ee 
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other vegetables and fruit were cultivated wit 
with wheat and oats were not encouraging. 
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~ . onthe part of the Chief. 
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fair success, but the experiments !.—Patax 
Communications were improved by poh: 
the bridging of the Falam-Tyao road, and new houses are being provided for Geovesrar. — 
officers at Falam, where also the water-supply project is making progress. The | ti 
blockade of the Piya Chins on the Upper hindi min border, which has been enforced. 


since 1901, was sy a the payment ofa fine and promises of amendment 


- 12, The year passed without any impo tant event in the Pakékku Chin Hills. Pakekks 
With the exception of a small depdt at the Assistant Superintendent’s head- Ch Ht 
quarters, the Military Police force was entirely r% places by Chin Police, and the. 
H!krum villagers, in whose submission the latter played a conspicuous part, sent in 
emissaries in token of adherence to their compac 
impoverished the inhabitants ofthe Hills, and precautions were taken against scaftity. 


Lists 1 % 


13. Araid by a village in unadministered t 
the Deputy Commissioner of the Arakan Hill Tracts, who marched over the ?™* 
border, recovered the captives, and inflicted a fine on the raiders. The Dopey 
Commissioner of Akyab held a successful durbar at Ponthawa, and with the above | 


rrtory was promptly punished by Arakan Hl 
7 ie 


exception the relations of the people on either side of the administrative border’ bo 


were satisfactory, # . 


44. Tranquillity prevailed on the north-eastern frontier, where, so fat a8 Chita The Kachin 
is concemed, border disputes were satisfactorily settled in concert with Cttihese Hills. 
officials. Relations with the unadministered territory to the north caused’ some ; 
uneasiness. A_ Chinese trader with his family and s:rvants were. murdered a few | 
miles from Myitkyina, in satistaction, it is supposed, of adebt which the murderers 
believed ts be duetothem. At the invitation of the Deputy Commissioner fourteen’ 
trans-frontier Chiefs visited Myitkyina, and good results are anticipated ffom te: 
ee of courtesies and the discussion of. border matters. The Sadén 
tract having proved unmanageablv larce, anew charge was formed comprising pait’ 

e Sadén jurisdiction and bringing under the more direct supervision’ of the: 








hetours of civil officers the boundary pillars erected on the Chinese frontret 
were repaired, frontier roads were inspected, and guns were registered. Enquir 
was instituted into the extent to which the crops had failed, and small remissions of 
tribute were found necessary. Crime was not serious. One of thc murders commits’ 
ted is believed to be referable to the activity of the Excise Department. There 
were scveral large seizures of cpiuum during the year, and it is known that this has 
caused resentment in the transborder tracts, where the drug is used a8 a mediamof .- 
exchange. There was a large number of kidnapping cases, the victims being =... 
sold into slavery over the border. The output from the jade mines was early 9 ve 
double that of the previous year, and would have been larger, but for the delay 
which occurred in commencing the workings. The jade extracted was valued’ at 

1? lakhs. Magisterial powers were conferred on the Duw- of the tract to enable 
hin to deal with the influx of non-Kachins to the mines. The rubber industry 
in the Hukawny valley attracted large numbers of people, and the revenue 
ob:ained from it materially increased. The quantity of amber imported increased 

y over 4oper cent. | | 


Condition of the People. 


15. The partial failure and uneven distribution of the autumn rains spoiled what Condition of 


Had early in the season promised to be a bumper crop of rite... The grain threshed the Pew wr 


out somewhat light and the outturn was 94 percent. of the normal. There wadi 
however, no suspicion of scarcity, aid in Lower Burma good prices pies we 
paddy were maintained. Agricultural conditions in Upper Burma were on the whole 
more favourable. There was a further extension of the cropped area by about 
600,000 acres including all crops, and there is no indication that there has beea 
any check in the advance of the people towards a higher standard of | living. An 
attempt is being made to assist the cultivator by the establishment of Lo-operativg 
Credit Societies, Though the system was only initiated early in 1995, some 


measure of success has already been obtained. A 


A succession of bad cropghas) ss A 





civil officers the hithe:to neglected tracts immediately north of the defile. During Er 
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oY I1.—ADMINISTRATION OF THE LAND, 
R avenewcrs - b 

Land Revenue Administration Report for the year ending the goth June 1905. 

Land Records Adminictration Report for the year ending the oth June 1908. 


Twenty-first issue of the Agricultural Statistics of India for the’ years 1900-03 to 1903-05, Volume 
Tables V, V-A and B and VI, Vi-Ajand’s, 


2) . Realization of the Revenue. 


16. The current demand of land revenue for the year was Rs, 2,33,43:843. Of 
this sum Rs. 2,90,414 were remitted and the outstandings at the close of the 


fea amounted to Rs. 70.725. The actual collections (Rs. 2,29,82,704) were 


. 


S. 14,73,939 in excess of the previous ycar. Theincrease both of remissions and 


-outstandings was mainly due to a bad season in Lower Burma. The water-rate 


demand of Rs. 32,159 was all collected with the exception of a sum of Rs. 466, and 
the outstandings of capitation-tax, the net demand of which was Rs. 49,84,988, only 


amounted to Rs. 169. The collections of ¢hathameda aggregated Rs. 48,63,120, 


and the unrealized balance, which consisted tainly of Kachin tribute, was Rs. 3,510. 
Out of a current demand of Rs. 79,79,529 for fishery revenue, Rs. 29,670 were 


remitted and Rs. 29,10,474 collected, the failure to recover the balance of 


Rs. 41,426 (which included arrears from the previous year) being mainly due to the 


 ~proremen, 


poverty of the fishing season in tidehia, 


17. Application was made for process to compel the payment of arrears of 
revenue amounting to Rs. 11.15,107, of which Rs. 9,€6,854 or more than 86 _ per 
cent. was realized. The losses of cultivators owing to an unfavourable season in 
Lower Burma necessitated the more frequent resort of head men to coercive process 






_ with a lower percentage of recoveries, and the number of cases in which immoveable 


property was sold to satisfy the demands of Government increased from 921 to 


1,271, but the issue of a warrant was effectual in the great majority of cases, and 


lion peeli- 


 -gninars to 


survey. 


there was a remarkable dicrease in the number of processes against the person 


of defaulters, the number of arrests being only 3,382, or less than half the number 


effected in the previous year, and of these less than two in a hundred were com- 
mitted to jail. 4 
} ” Surveys. ‘> 
365 square miles in the Pauk township the 
“preliminary work of survey inthe Pakdékku district was completed, and the two 
demarcation officers proceeded to Thayetmyo, where an area of g11 Square miles 
was dealt with before the close of the year. Similar work was completed by the 
Land Records Department in Katha district and smail areas of 12.and § Square 
miles were prepared for survey inthe Mergui and Mandalay districts, respectively. 
Demarcation was completed and boundary disputes settled in the area of nine 
square miles by which the limits of the Rangoon Municipality have heen extended, 
and the preliminary work for the survey of the Municipal Town of Pegu (five 
square miles) was carried through. 
The cost of the Most important operations was in Pakékku Rs. 1,768, in 
Thayetmyo Rs. 2,659, in Rangoon Rs. } 4,192 and in Pegu Rs, 1,026, 








18. With the demarcation 


19. No. 7 party of the Survey of India continued its operations in the Pakékku 
district, where 660 square miles in the Seikpyu and Pauk townships were 
traversed and 605 square miles in the Myaing and Pakékku townships cadas- 
trally surveyed. In addition, 25 square miles of topography and 31 square miles of 
river blocks were executed on the 16-inch scale. Seven hundred and scventeen 
Square miles remained to be traversed jn the district. The extensions of Rangoon 
Town referred to in the last paragraph were surveyed on the scale of 100 feet to 
the inch, The estimated cost of the operations of the party was Rs, 1,92,938:. 


‘ 
| : | ‘ = 
90, ‘The requirements of the settlement party necessitated extensive revision !—Apue 
surveys in the Ma-ubin and Pyapén districts. A field establishment of eight “=T=AT#* 
Inspectors, six sub-surveyors, 65 field surveyors and seven draftsmen and Lamp. 
computors began work on pote 





















sepa December and the cadastral resurvey of . ~> 
692 square miles witha ca of 273,939 acres was completed at ical parties, 







an estimated cost of K's. 71,39 > An area of 54 square miles was also cadas- 
trally suryeyed in the Mergui district. Four-fifths of this area only required 


resinvey, but 10 square miles were new: ountry and had to be traversed, the whole 
cost being Rs, 8,990. In the Mandalay district the revision survey for settle- 
ment was completed, the operations ext nding over an atea of 49 square miles and 












costing Rs, 3,851, and a special siaff was engaged to make a detailed survey of the 
Aungbinlé lake area (six square miles), which had been n conlly ained by the 


Public W “4 Deperment tae ee out a the ot RE 
survey (Rs. 817) will be more than covered by the survey fees to be paid by 
tei cultivators. The survey of #4 square miles of land was revised by _ 
a special party in Katha, which was primarily engaged in the preparation of | 


~ that district for settlement. Inthe cobrse of the latter, 127 square miles were — 
surveyed detail and 103 square miles traversed in a difficult and unhealthy — 


country ata cost of Ks. 24.272, while Rs. 3,275 were expended’ on an extra’ 
> establishr ent for the preparation of maps and computation of areas for settle: — 


La 





_ purposes. A small special party surveyed 12 square niles of cultivat A DIOCK: 
avoy outside the tract under supplementary survey, and the municipal towns of 


5M Committees. Extra men were engaged on the land required for the Pegu-Moul- 
mein Railway and special surveyors were, as usual, emiployed in the annual survey 


oe of the island wns in the ay, Sagaing and Myingyan districts. The 


ce sari, Sale in Minbu rec a staff, and one Inspector and four 
 gurvevors Were © loyed in thet I 


Le =~ = 
,. z” : : 


Revision surveys, unconnected wi 

_ inability of the local staff to keep pace 
and the expansion of cultivation, were undert 

~~ and 68 square niles were resurveyed at 

Y ge r - -— : 7 

— pectively, y - x) x ; ‘ he ; % 

‘ Vs, ~ . t ir, - @&%. ‘a r- 

2 a » Special establishments were entertained for botia SI 
4 The temporary suspension of the gran ‘System in the Pegu 


, “= Tavoy and Pegu ‘wete mapped on a large scale at the cost of their respective = 
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_ Petiods, besides three special grant offigers. In all go64. 















and 69.052 acres surveyed at a cost of I s. 44,607, which was practically covered 
Pty ees ae A, cy a See, ee 
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aR ae ~~)" 7 oe SetQipmenta_ yaaa re. « 
24. The recess work of the original settlement party engag vin parts of 

_ the Hanthawaddy, Tharrawaddy and Prome districts was completed during the 9% 


-. year and the new rates were notified from the 1st July 1g05. ‘The operations, which 
commenced in November 1903, involy Ga an area 0 1,490 square miles, were 
- atried out at an average cost of four annas per cultivated acre, and will result in an 
— enhancernent of nearly 50 per cent, in thé revenue demand. The party then:moved — 
to Tavoy where its work approached completion at the end of the year. In ie 
Burma, the original settlements of Shwebo and Katha entered on their concl 
stages, the: field work being completed in both. The cost of these operations up 






_ to date is 8h.annas and Re. Ae i cultivated acre respectively. Crop a a 
soil classification were comp'eted in the Mandalay canal area, which has anticipa- a) 
- tedits place in the settlement programme, but a second year’s work iscontemplated. =" 3) a 


_ 22. The recess work of the revision settlement party, which had been at work’ Reed ea) 

inthe Myaungmya district since November 1903, was completed and the report sub- nn 

_ mitted in November 1904.. The report, after examination by a Conference, receive per: Uj 

ed the orders of Government, and the sanctioned rates, which were notihed from | 

the rst July 1905, represent an enhancement of Rs, 1,18,028 or 37°36 in the 
reventic demand over an area of 645 square miles, 


8: REPORT ON THR ADMINISTRATION OF BURMA, (itenes 


u. Anwe © = =‘The same party proceeded to the revision settlement of the Pantanaw, Danu- 
optaa. byw and Yandoon townships of the Ma-ubin district and, in spite of delays in the 
Lane. preliminary survey, had approached the completion of its labours at the close of the 
vear, The Revision Settlement Report of Kyauks awaits the orders of Govern- 
ment. The settlement cffected in the Mandalay district in 1892-93 had been under 
revision since the end of 1903. The field and recess work were satisfactorily com- 
pleted during the year and the report was examined by the prescribed conference, 
The inception of operations in Minbu, which should have been undertaken by this 
arty, was delayed by the decision to push forward the settlement of the 
andalay canal tract, but preliminary enquiries and crop cuttings were commenc- 
ed by a detachment under an Assis:ant Settlement Officer. The cost per calti- 
vated acre of the complcted settlements of Myaungmya, Ma-ubin, Kyauksé and 
Mandalay was 32, 22, 4 and 5 annas respectively, + 
? 


Sum nary 23. In October 1904 was commenced the summary settlement of an area of 
satlements. 76 square miles inthe Kyaukpyu district which had been surveyed in the preceding 
season. The work was completed in August 1905 in spite of the difficult nature 
of the country, A similar settlement of the Sam6n Valley tract, Meiktila district, 
was also completed during the year, andihe report submitted to Government. 
The area dealt with on summary settlement was 135 square miles and the 
total cost Rs. 10,941. 


Land Records. 


Area under ==. 24, The completion of summary settlements in the Upper and Lower Chindwin 
ete) was mainly responsible for an increase of g18 square miles in the area under sup- 
’ plementary survey, which amounted to 42,837 square miles, with an assessment 

of Rs. 2,39,77,857. In the accretions of the Sittang in the Pegu district 17 square 

miles had been actually under supplementary survey for some years, though omit- 

ted from the returns, and local surveys and verification of areas added 31 square 

thiies in Myaungnya and Katha. The increase of revenue, which amounted to 

dver 13 lakhs, was the result of the introduction or revision of settlement ratesih 

Akyab, Pyapén, Myaungmya and the Chindwin districts, the assessment of time- 

expired pottas and the general extension of cultivation{ The assessment was largely 

feduced in the Thaton and Amherst districts by remissions on account of floods, ; 

_ The Cost of supeivision was Rs. 3.81,298 and of the survey staff Rs. 6,38,042. 

The total cost, whici was Rs. 26,866 in excess of the previous year, represents ah 
expenditure of Rs. 23°80 per square mile and 4'25 per cent. of the assessment 

as against Rs. 23°68 and 4:26 in 1903-04. The cost was enhanced by the 
appointment of additional Ins ectoars and surveyors in | nwer Burma, the extensian 

of operations in the Lower Chindwin and the formation of a separate staff at Pyapdn. 


Survey _+ _ 2§, Asin the previous year, 18 survey schools were maintained by Govern- 
ment. Thenumber of pupils on the rolls on the 31st March declined from 455 to 
4i4,of whom 33 per cent. were exempted from the paym-nt of fees. The falling off 
in the number of pupils was due to the introduction of the fourth standard as a mini- 
mum qualification for admission. This order has since been withdrawn. The gros 
cost of the schools was Rs. 39,538 of which Rs. 14,495 wece paid ii cholerae. 
a income from fees and other sources was Rs. 5,627 and the net cost per head 
Rs. 84. A large number of certificated men passed into employ ment during the 


year 


Transfersof ; 26. The area of land sold during the year was 65 acres, or 14,648 actes 
land, less than in the previous year, and the eas Rice resized rose faoer 34 to 
,- Rs. 38 per acre. Circumstances varied in different districts, but in Amherst a 

.) 1. decrease of over 7,000 acres 1s ascribed to the tightness of the money market, 
the money lenders having suffered by the heavy floods, and in Mandafa , where 

the canal has enhanced the value of land, cultivators were reluctant to alienateit 
permanently. Speculation followed the establishment of the new district of Pyapdn, 

where the area sold increased by 5,641 acres and the average price by 30 per cent., 

and in Thatdn tiie advent of the railway forced the price of land up to Rs. 86 per acre, 


es) wasts LANDS. 6 : 

at which point the boom collapsed. _ The losses caused by cattle disease increased 11.—Aows 

the alienation of land in some districts and the rate of interest was sohigh that Syemp 
cultivators in some cases preferred to sell outright, but for the most part these Laxp, . 
transactions took the form of mortgages, and the area of land so encumbeted at 
the end of the vear had increased ty over a lakh of acres to 1,012,395 acres, 
Tharrawaddy showing an increase of 7,790 acres, Bassein 16,424 acres and Pyapén 
19,194 acres. In Myaungmya the increase of 23,089 acres included many old 
transactions newly recorded, and better registration produced an apparent increase’ 
in other districts. Floods in the one case and the failure of the rains in the other 
increased the number of mortgages in Amherst and Yameéthin, while in Pegu the 
abolition of the grant system reduccd it by withholding a title, the premature 

transfer of which, though forbidden by law. had been freely effected. — 


Waste Lands. 


27. The area granted or leased for cultivation during the year was 87,676 Granta and 
acres of 23,100 less than in the previous year. ( The falling «ff is partly due to the Cutsvesem, 
temporary suspension of the system in the Pegu Division, but intending cultivators 
were discouraged by floods in Amherst, and in Toungoo, Thaténand Akyab tewer 
fresh applications were mace, the Revenue officers being engaged in the dis- 
yosal of old cases, with which good progress was made.) Inthe new district of 

yapon there was an increase of nearly 4,500 acres, nearly 1,500 acres being 
granted to headmen as an appanage of their office. In the Pegu Division only 
cases in which a survey had been made were disposed of, the survey fees 
being returned in other cases. In Hanthawaddy the demand for culturable land 
was successfully dealt with hy allotment without title, but special arrangements ; 
became necessary for the disposal ofland inthe neighbourhood of Rangoon, 
which commands a high value.) Except in the canal areas of Mandalay and 
Shwebo there was a yveneral decrease in the leased area in Upper Burma, 
cultivators beiny encouaped tu take up waste land without recourse to the Revenue 
Offices. Leases were granted for 2,623 acres in Mandalay district, and in Shwebo, 
though the: canal is not comp'eted, competition for the land which it will cofn- 
mand brought « steady flow of applications, 


28. Seven hundred and seventy-nine acres were granted, revenue free, for Reveme 
either religious or public purposes 3s against 207 in the previous year. The re¢ grace 
increase was mainly due to the inclusion of ¢hugyssa grants in Upper Burma 
which had hitherto been excluded. . } 


¢ 


’ = 
Gavernment Estates and Wards’ Estates. 
29. There are no such estates in Burma. 


Revenue and Rent-paying Classes. 


30. The area occupied by agriculturists rose from 10,601,041 to 10,975,695 Land hold= 
acres. Non-agriculturists occupied 1,795,459 acres as against 1!,669,039 acres, &™ 
but a smaller proportion of this area (61 per cent. as against 63 per cent.) was in 
the hands of non-residents. In Pyapdn and Toungoo the growing value of land 
attracted numbers of capitalists, but in Myaungmya the greater part of the exten- 


Z 


80S of cultivation were in the hands of bond fide agriculturists, { The partial 


failure of crops in That6n in the previous year induced a large number of non- 


resident landlords to part with their land, but few of the local purchasers were 
actual cultivators, } 


31. The area held by rent-paying tenants increased from 2,204,603 to Tenaras. 
2,226,630 acres and the average rent from Rs. 845 to Rs. 978. Of+ the total 
number of tenants, (171,559), 13°3 per cent. had rented their land continuously for 

ve yeats or more. There was an influx of Chittagonian tenants into Akyab and 
of Natives of India into Ma-ubin, and in Pyapon 35 per cent. of the total occupied 
tg was held by tenants. Rents were raised in Amherst by the yood harvest of 
Me previous year, which was not repeated, in Mandalay by the development of the 
mation system and in Prome by the competition amongst tenants, 


J 


11i,—PROTECTION. 
Rarvenences— 

Report on the Police Adminateation of Burma for the year tgaq. 

Report on the Police Administration of Rangoon Town for the year 3604. 

Repons on the Administrati Civil and Criminal Justice in Burma foe the year 1904. 

Report on the Pris»n Administration of Burma for the year tgo4. | 

Regort on the working of the Registration Department m Burma for the thres years eaded the 
31st December 1904. 

Report on the working of the Rangoon Municipality for the year ending the Yast Masch 1905. 

Resolution on the working of Municipalities in Burma for the year ending the tet March 1905, : 

Report on Government stea ners, vex@ls and launches m Burma for the Jeer 3904-05, 

Report on the Maritime T'rade of Burma for the year ending the 319% Basch 190%. 

Thirty-ninth issue of the Anng@! Statement of the Sea-borne Trade and Navigsdap of Braab 
India with the British Empire and Foreign countries in the yest ending the jiet March 
1905 and the four preceding yeass, Volume Il, ‘Saties :, 2, 8, 9, 12 and 13. F 

Thirty-ninth issue of the Annual Statement of the Coasting Trade and Navigation of Brash — 
India in the year ending the 31st March 1905. Tables 2 to 7. 

Report of the Commissioners of the Purt of Rangoon for the year ending the jet March 1905. 

Tenth issue of the Judicial and Administrative Statistics of British India for 1904-05 and 
preceding years—Tables [, 11, 111, 1V, V, VUl, IX, XI and XVI. 














<4 Legisiating Authority. | 

at 32. The constitution of the legislating authonty of the provinee is deQcribed 
3 in prragraphs 106—109 of the Report for 1901-02. | 
| Adspamat: «33. The three Bills described 








of Legislation. . 


in paragraphs < 5—27 of the Report for 1903-04 
became law ok, year as Burma Acts |, 1] and Ill of 1904. Several other | 
Bills were under the considerauon of the Local Government and four, the vie 


sions of which are susnmarized below, were introduced in the Burma Legislative 
Counci! in December 1904. 
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A >» 94. The object of Burma Act I of 1905 was to introduce a wid wording in 
| olthe Burma section 6, sub-section (4) of the Burma Gambling Act, 1899, so as to permit the 


iE pa ale reports of the proceedings of Police officers under section 6 to be sent to any 
_ Magistrate who has jurisdiction to take cognizance of any offence which ma 
iy appear to have been committed, aud to leave the question of jurisdiction depend- 
aie ent solely on the construction of the Criminal Procedure Code adopted by the 


High Courts. The opportunity was also taken to extend the power of the arrest- 
ing police officer to release accdied 
to cases in which it is practicable to send the accused before a Magistrate within 
three hours of the arrest, and to make the acceptance of sufficient bail obligatory 
in cases in which he does not produce them before a Magistrate within that period. ~ 
Section 8 of theAct was also amended so as to extend the powers conferred 
est section to the case of allt ‘rsons accus-d of any offence under the Act. 
tion was amended sc as é apply to the case of a person who has been 
| examined as a witness otherwise then under the provisiuns of section 6. 
__ _ Owing to the prevalence of gambling in Rangoon town, the lucrative nature 
of the business and the reluctance of Magistrates to sentence of imprisonment 
for first offences, the sca'e of fines was enhanced from Rs. 200 to Rs. Soo for a 
first offence, and from Rs. 400 to Rs. 1,000 for a subsequent offence. 


The Burma. , 35: Phe object of the Burma Canal Act is to provide for the regulation of 
Canal Act. 1 Mgation and navigation canals and drainage works in Burma. The construction 
of the Mandalay Vanal from Imperial funds and the still more impor ant project 
| of the Shwebo Canal formed, for this province, a new departur , which rendered 
legislation ocean? for the purpose of regulating the construction and manage- 

3 


| ment of canals similar in class to the large State canals of Northern India. Sec: 


fee. ~. 


persons on bail oron their own recognizances _ 


2 ‘ 
there.) COURSE OF LEcisLaTion. } 


tions 34 to 36 of the Upper Burma Land Revenue Regulation, 1889 (1 af 1889), a 


were primarily intended to apply to the numerous tanks, canals, 
channels and other minor iftigation works constructed in Burmese times ; but the 


powers conferred by those sections were found insufficient and unsuitable for 


regulating the construction and management of large State canals, The Pegu 
and Sittang Canal Act, 1881 (II of 1881) which was a reproc@¢..on of the provie 
sions of the Northern India Canal and Drainage Act, 1873, regulated the navi- 


gation of a particular canal and could not be extended to any other existing or 


To make the new measufe a compreh nsive enactment ‘dealing with both 


irrigation and navigation canals througliout.the province, the Pegu and Sittang 


contemplated work. 


Canal Act, 1881, and seciiuns 34 to 36 of the Upper Burma Land and Revenue 
Regulation, 1889, were repealed. The navig: 






Vil of the Act, the construction, manarem 
Chapter VI. As the general provisions r 


Bation of canals is regulated by Chapter © 
ent and upkeep of minor canals by © 
gulating the larger State canals are — 


* unsuitable in he case of minor canals, the application of the rest of the Act to - 
these works is barred; but power is conferred by the Act to apply such of those 





provisions as are considered suitable either 
or modified form. | 


generally or specially and in a general 


Chapter 1X of the Act contains provisions respecting the supply of labour. = 


Under the Northern India Canal and Drainage Act, 1873, the duty of supplying 


labour is@iiiposed on the proprietors of land, but, having regard to the conditions % 


prevailing ‘in Burma, this duty is imposed by the local Act on the villages con- 


cemed andi emergencies labour is impressed through the village headman in 
accordange with the e¢xis:ing practice under the village enactments. 





ain. provisions of the Northern In 


-— 





The main 
(Vil of 1873), m respect of the construction and maintenance of canals, of the 
supply of water, of water-rates, of the jurisdiction of Civil Courts, and of offences 


ndia Cana) and Drainage Act, 1873 — 


and penalties have, with such modification as were necessitated by local] com i 


ditions, been adopted in the Act. 3 
36. [The Burma Fishenes Aci, 1905 Bi rma Act, I11 of 1905), is a measure 
to regulate the rights of Government over fist eries inthe Province. Although the 
Act in the first instance only applies to Lower Burma, power is conferred on the 
Local Government for its extension by notation to any part of Upper Burma 
The nghts were in Lower Burma previously regulated under the Burma Fisheries 
Act, 1875 (VII of 1875). Until the present Actis extended by notification, the 
nights of Government over fisheries in Upper Burma continue to be regulated 
under sections 32 and 33 of the Upper Burma Land and Revenue Regulation, 1889 
(IIT of 1889). The investigatien he!d under the orders of the L Covernment 






The Burm 


Fisheries 


Act. 


shewed that the supply of fish in many of the best fishery tracts inthe Irrawaddy. 


Delta and consequently the quantity of the capture had largely decreased and 
was continuing to decrease owing to the reckless depletion of fishenes and the 
want of conservation. Further regulation was found necessary to prevent the 
one and provide for the other, The Act provides for the creation of reserved 
fisheries in which fishing operations may, by bye-law, be entirely prohibited or 
Permitted to a limited extent. Provision is made for the notification of close 
seasons for ceiiain species of fish. The prohibition of the poisoning and stupe- 


action of fish has been made more stringent. Power is taken in respect of 


leasable fisheries for the issue of licenses or leases of rights to fish which are not 
mcOnsistent with or in derogation of the leases of the exclusive night to certain 
ines or modes of fishing, Provision is made for the appointment of specal 
shery officers, on whom special powers are conferred for the prevention and 
detection of fishing offences and for the arrest of offenders. A procedure similar 
to that under Act XII of 1884 for loans to agriculturists has been provided 
for the advance of money on proper security to fishermen, 


37. (The object of the Rangoon Port Act, 1903 (Burma Act, IV of 1905) 1s 
to Provice for the better management of the affairs of the Port of Rangoon. 
administration of the Port was previously regulated by the Rangoon Port 


The Rar- 
goom Port 


Act. 
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- t—ee Commissioners Act, 1879 (XV of 1879), which came into force on the ist J | 
-rEcT0%. 1 880. ) The earlier measure was in itsnature somewhat expenmental, and under 
ie it the widest powers of control were vested in the Local Government. The 
constantly recurring necessity of reference h* mpered and delayed the action of the. 
Commissioners in thadcevelopment of a Port, the importance of which had outgrown 
itsequipment. Amongst the improvements which were suggested by the growing 
needs of the Harbour were (1) the increase uf wharf and godown accommodation, 
©) the provision of hydraulic machinery on wharves and in warehouses, (3) more 
efficient lighting, (4) the training of the river and (5) the provision of a dry dock. 
The Rangoon Port Act, 1905, while vesting powers of control in the Local Govern- 
ment gives the Commission rs less restric'cd powers for the execution of these 
works. Under the Act of 1879 the Acts and picccedings of the Commilsstonets were 
subject to the approval of the Local Government. For the minute Supervision exe: 
ercised by Government under the earlier Act, the Rangoon Port Act, 1905; substitutes , 
a system of annual estimates, the sanction of which by the Local Government will” 
include sanction to the works included therein. The works being sanctionéd the. 
Commissioners will have a comparatively free hand in carrying them out. Power: 
is coiferred on the Chairman to carry out new works, up to a cost of one.thou- 
sand rupees each, if they are provided for in a budget sanctioned under the . 
provisions of Chapter VII, and to execute repairs provided for in the budget 
subject to such rules as the Commissioners may prescribe in regard to the prepa- 
ration and sanction of detailed estimates therefor. The Commissioners may, 
under the Act, sanction the estimate of any work provided for in a sanctioned. 
. budget if the estimated cost docs not exceed Rs. 50,000, but if the cost of a 
work exceeds Rs. 50,000, the plans have to be submitted to and approved by the 
: Local Government ; and, if the cost of awork exceeds two lakhs, the plan and 
estimate have to te approved by the Gover:or-General in Council. me 
ae _.. To meet the cxpenditure necessary for the various improvements required by - 
ae Port, power is conferred upon the Commissioners, with the previous sanction 
“of the Local Government, to impose a Kiver duc not exceeding four annas and! 
not less than one anna for each ton of goods, and subject to those limits to vary 
oe the rate at any time. - 
a : ‘Section 34 of the Act confers borrowing powers upon the Commissioners. 
* The conditions under which they may borrow ard the provisions for the repayment 
a Of loans and for the establishment of sinking funds are contained in Chapter VI 
: ofthe Act. Provision is made by section 7 of the Act for the representation on , 
ae the body of Commissioners for the Port of Rangoon of four members elected by 
a _ the Chamber of Commerce and of one member elected by the Rangoon Trades 
4 _ Association. 
General Acs 38. The undermentioned General Acts affecting Burma were passed by the 
Seite 7 Governor-General in Council during the year :— P : 


An Act 10 provide for the regulation of the possession and sale ofall 

3 poisons in certain local areas, and the importation possession and 

a sale of white arsenic generally. (The Poisons Act, 1904.) 

| I1f.—An Act to make further provision: regarding the borrowing powefs of . 
certain local authorities. (The Local Authorities Loan Act. 1904.) 


V.—An Act to amerd the Indian Official Secrets Act, 1889. [The Indian 
Official Secrets (Amendment) Act, 1904. ] 


Vi.-—An Act further to amend thc Transfer of Pro rty Act, 1882. [The 
) Transfer of Property (Amendment) Act, ear 
VII.—An Act to provide for the preservation of Ancient Monuments and | 
of objects of archzological, historical or artistic interest. (The Ancient: 
Monuments Preservation Act, 1904.) 
VIHf.—An Act to amend the law relating to the Universities of British 
India. (The Indian Universities Act, 1904.) 
X.—An Act_to provide for the Constitution and Control of Co-operative 
Credit Sccietics. (The Co-operative Credit Societies Act, 1904.) 
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X].—aAn Act to revive and continue Section 8B of the Indian Tanff Act, 111.—Puo- 
s | 






1894. | 
XI1,—An Act further to amend the Indian Emigration Act, 1883. (The 
Indian Emigration (Amendment) Act, et 


XII1.—An Act further to amend the Indian Articles of War. [The Indian 
Articles of \War (Amendment) Act, 1904. ] 


XV.—An Act further to amend the Indian Stamp Act, 1899. [The Indian 
Stamp (Atnendment) Act, 1904.) . 
XV] —An Act to repeal certain words in the Sea Customs Act, 1878. 


[The Sea Customs (Amendment) Act, 1904.] 















29. Subject to modifications, the Burma Municipal Act Amendment Act, petensie af 
1902 (Burma Act. Ill of tg02), was extended to the Shan States, and certaia go the Shan 
- provisions of the Burma Municipal Act, 1898 (Burma Act, III of 1898, as amended Stater 


by Burma Act, III of 1902), to the notified area of Lashio. 


ing the administration of the Police Genes) &- 

rs of the Government of India on the 7°" 

lice had to deal with an increased, 

1 d- tection than in the previous year. 
g:. The inerease of crime in some , the Lower Burma districts was the sirength and 

main cause of an addition of 292 officers and men to the force, the cost of which distribuina — 

increased by Rs. 81,312. [’art of this snc 
~ of accommodation. 


40. Many important questions affect 
force were kept unscitled, pes.ding the cre 
Report ef the Police Commission. The 
volume of crime and were less successful 1 





42. The actus! strength fell short of the sanctioned strength by 569, the Recruiting | 


service failings to compete successfully with other more remuncrative employment 2” se 
in some districts. [tis hoped tha’ a more elastic system of pay may remedy this Tie 
defect. There was a shyht decline: in the number of punrshments, but there was 
an apparent Jack of system in the granting of: rewards to which the Lieutenant 

Governor drew attention. On the while there was a slight improvement in the 

conduct and discipline of the force. 


of literacy. With the exception of three: districts. where the methods of instruction education of 


43. The additions to the force er dit duced the percentage (86 per cent.) Traming and 
the men 


robably require to be simplified, the results of the training of recruits Were Satis- 
actory, but there was a considerable falling off of efficiency as indicated by the ; 
results of the quarterly examinations. Musketry practice was retarded, asthe* =~ 
rearmament of the force with the smooth bore carbine was in progress during — 

the year. There was a gratifying re fe mn the health of tive police. . 


$4. Good progress was made with the provision of accommodation. The ke 
work is shared hetween the Public Works I epartment and Dis:rict Police Officers, 
who are provided with funds for the purpose. 

_ 45. There was an increase of 4 per cent. in the volume of cognizable crime, pase ake 
which ‘though largely due to greater activity under the Excise. Opium and 
Gambling laws and under the various enactments which regulate the conduct of 
the public in Municipilities and small towns. also included sotne serious elements 
Such as the increase in the number of cases of grievous hurt and of aygravated 
forms of house-trespass, and the leading pasition occupied in the record of crime 

y the more populous and progressive districts. Violent ctime, also, though less 
Y 25 cases than in the previous year, inchided a larger number of dacoities. 
would appcar that in some districts the criminal propensities of a section of the 
Population Lave outstripped the capacity of a limited police force to cope with 
. ©m, and demand boiha numcrical increase in the staff and keener intelligence m 
NS Personnel. On the other hand, in most of the districts of the “egu and Irrawaddy 
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divisions, where crime is heavy, the village law was worked with vigour and discretion 
and with happy results. Cattle theft was more rife than m 1903, though it did not 
attain the proportions which it had assumed a decade ago. The efforts of the 
police were directed towards the suppression of the system of ransom by insisting 
upon prompt reports by the owners. On the whole, detection in cattle theft cases 
was poor. One of the chief benefits which is expected to accrue from the recom- 
mendations of the Police Commission is an improvement in the séafss and 
intelligence of officers in charge of police-stattons, who form the back-bone of — 
the police as a detective agency. Investigation was, however, s»mewhat more 
successful in cases of ordles theft, which, though fewer than in 1903, involved 
a considerably larger amcunt of property, and in cfium and excise cases it 
achieved a high standard. © . | 
Vigorous and successful action was taken against professional gamblers. In_ 
minor cases, which were, it would seem, instituted too freely, detection was fair. ~ 
Prosecutions under the Arms Act were more numerous than in the previous year, 


but were adequately dealt with. They included three cases of illegal possession 
of dynamite. f ; 


46. Firearms were emploved in 49 cases of violent crime, and though a fair 
proportion of the cases was brought to light, only 10 per cent. of the property 
stolen in dacoities and robbevtcs was recovered. The record of the year «as, 
however, relieved by the capture of the last of the men implicated in the murder 
of Mr. Tucker, District Superintendent of Police, in 1894, and by the successful 
detection of a brutal mur deh committed on a Madrasi money-lender in a ratlway 
carriage. Inthe Pyap6on, Bassein and Tharrawa ddy districts the police were also 
remarkably successful in déa'ing with dacoity, but in the northern districts of the 
Tenassecim Division they w re frequently outwitted. In Upper Burma, the Yamé- 
thin district not only headed the list of violent crimes but provided the material for 
the harassment of its neivhbours, and the police were unequal to the situation. 


47. The progressive relief which is afforded to magistrates will, it is hoped, 
enable them to find time for the local enquiry which prosecutions under the 
preventive sections require. FPewer proceedings were instituted than in 1903, 
but want of care in the a stages was responsible for a considerable number of © 
abortive prosecutions. Well conceived and well sustained action in the Paungdé 
subdivision of the Prome district against men who were really leaders in and organi- 
sers of crime contrasted favourably with the tendency in other districts to employ 
the preventive provisions against persons suspected of comparatively trivial 
offences, 7 | ze 
i 


48. The number of criminals registered as habitual or as conditionally released — 


Steadily grows. It now reaches over 22,000. Of these 1,347 were againconvicted i 


during the year, and 17 per cent. of the total could not be traced. New rules are_ 


being devised to improve the efficiency of beat constables in this direction, The 





tmportance of enlisting the services of village heaclmen inthe work is evidenced by 
the fact that the last of Mr Tucker's murderers was fgund after ten years in his 
own village. The system of identification by finger-prints produced god results, 
but is capable of further eee ret. . it 

49. The discipline of the Railway Police was well maintained, and the service 
appears to be popular. There was a nine per cent. increase in cogrizable crime, 
which included one dacoity, four murders and two robberies, but detection, particu- 


larly in the more serious cass, was reasonably successful. Two or three heavy 
thefts, one involving a sum of Rs. 10,000, were committed. + 


_ §0. Seven additional companies of Military Police were raised to replace the 
Military Garrison of the Southern Shan States, and the employment of indi- 
enous races was further extended by the experimental enlistment of fifry Shans, 
he new companies consisted mainly of Chattri and Rohilla recruits and were 
enlisted without difficulty. Kuren recruits do not come in freely. The cost of the 
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force was Rs. 51,64,818; its discipline was satisfactory, though three officers were Hl.—Pro-.. 
included among the punishments ; but its eeneral health, as indicated by the number TEcnes. 
of admissions to hospital, was very indiferent. In the suppression of the etsing | 
referred to in paragraph 9 of this Report, 25 men of the Tangyan outpost were 
successfully employed against 100 rebels. é 

51. Punitive Police were employed in four cases in the Ma-ubin, Sagaing and pac 
Meiktila distncts. The cost of their entertainment, which was recovered from “~~ 


the villages concerned, amounted to Rs. 12,602. 


52./ A'though the total number WW illsce beldieen was less thanin the pre- Vilage ad- 
vious year, there was a further advance towards the ideal set up in 1€88, which S=etem 
aims at a system of independent headmen enjoying the full commission onthe — . 
revenue collections within their charges, and the abolition of the high'y paid circle — 
thugy:. Progress was made in the mapping of village limits. Extended civil and _ 
criminal jurisdiction was conferre:d on anumber of headmen, who ordinarily maintain 
order in their villages by the exercise of very liniited powers. That thesepowers, 
under which fines amounting to ever a lakh of rupees were imposed, were not often _ ve 
abused is indicated by the fact that out of nearly 14,000 cases examined morethan 
96 per cent. were upheld by the Deputy Commissioner. As revenue officials, the 
work of headmen was penerally satisfactory.) There were cases of delay and dis- — | 
honesty’, and illiteracy is still common in the’ r-moter parts of the province. With =~ 
the exception of afew cases of apathy or active connivance with criminals, the rela- 
tions of headmen with the Police were good, and on two occasions remarkable 
courage and tenacity were displayed by villagers in the pursuit of dacoits.} The en- 
forcement of the excise and opium laws, however, received, as usual, litt'e assistance 
from headmen. Connivance at breaches of the Excise law was the cause of several 
dismissals of headmen, which, for the rest, were less frequent than in 1903. 

Minor punishments increased in ler Rewards, on the other hand, were. 

more freely given, and the presediaae of these in public Durbar had. a good 

effect in the Irrawaddy Division. In this division, also, the power of deportation — 

cf relatives and friends of criniinals was exercised very successfully. The number 

of cases in which villages were fined for apathy, cowardice or the suppression — ; 
of evidence increased considerably, and the total of fines imposed rose by more id 
than Rs. 15.000, while fines under the Track Law ageregated Rs. 14,453 in 106 
cases. Recognition was accorded to cases of auceeaaia resistance to dacoits, 
which were more than usually numerous, by the grant of money rewards or by 
partial exemption from taxation. . . 


Rangoon Tow Police. 


53. An increase of ten men was tnade in the Police force of Rangoon town for Rangoon 
duty 1n Connection with plague. The strength of the force was maintained with- Town Police, 
out difficulty, except in the case of Burmese constables, and its conduct was,on  ~—— 
the whole, satisfactory. There was, however, both an increase in the volume of 
crime and a falling off in the detection of the more serious offences, especially 
robbery and house-breaking. The latter form of czime is. said to be encouraged 
by the existence of Chinese clubs, and measures for their regulation are under 
consideration. The detection of murders was more satisfactory aad inuch 
-unostentatious work was done in the suppression of nuisances and the general 
regulation of the town, which includes the surveillance of criminals and the main- 
tenance of patrols by land and water. ‘lhe conduct of the European Police 
was exeruplary, and the hearty co-operation of the Honorary Magistrates and ward 
headmen was of the greatest assistance. Thefts were rife during the year, but 
the police were more successful in dealing with them. The continued occurrence 
of cases of arson engaged the attention of the Commissioner of Police, and is 


attributed to the want of care shown by Insurance Companies. 
Criminal Justice. 


54. The machinery charged withthe administration of Criminal Justice, which Courts. 
has since been considerably modified, remained practically unaltered during the 
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T= Pro yea _ Such additions as were made during the year of Yeport were manly = 
‘* rachis. Jetigned ¢ to Lteve subordinate executive officers of the growing burden of ther a 
| magist erjal duties, The congestion of work in the Sessions Court of the Pega 
Division necessitated the appointment of a temporary additional Judge aio 





occasions, — ' a 
Se Duske | In the whole province 87,132 cases were reported, of which 85,542 were 
‘Med. a bieaghe i and f° finally returned as true. The proportion between true 


and reported crime was affected by the orders of the Chief Court regarding the 
classification of ‘‘ mistaken cases. The number of cases instituted was nearly 
6,000 more than in the previous year, but a large part of tls increase was contn- 
buted by municipal and other petty prosecutions in Rangoon and other towns and 
by cases under the revenue rules in Henzada. The most serious feature was the 
increase by nearly 300 cases of grievous hurt in Lower Burma, where the fre- 
quency with which knives are used on small provocation still demands magisterial 
severity. Of miscellaneous proceedings, those instituted under the preventive sec- 
tions of the Criminal Procedure Code shewed an increase in Lower Burma, where 
action was taken against 304 more persons than in 1903, while the percentage of 
successful prosecutions declined from 97 10 74 In Upper Burima these sections 
were not ulilised so freely as in the previous year. | 


Dagan) of 56. The percentage of convictions fe!l from 622 to 61°7 in Lower Burma 

case. owing to the failure of magistrates to enquire fully into complaints before tssuing 
proccss. In Upper Burma the percentege was practically unchanged, 63°31. 
The average duration of cases was 10 days in Lower Burma and 8 days in Upper 
Burma. The large proporticn of petty cases tried by Honorary Magistrates in 
Rangoon affect:d the figures, 4 there was a real improvement in the Upper 
Province. , ; : 


4 

The Chief 57. The investiture of headquarters Assistants with powers under Section 
Court and 30 0f the Criminal Proc: dure ( ode afforded considerable relief to Sessions Courts in 
re Lower Burma, which deait with only 406 cases as against 490 in 1903. The prc- 
portion of convictions declined. In the Sessions Courts of Upper Burma, also, the 
number of cases decreased, but the percentage of convictions was higher than in the 
previous year. On the other ha:d, the volume of original criminal work in the Chief 
Court of Lower Burma was nea:!y double that of 1903, and the cases committed to 
_ it which ended in conviction formed 77 per cent. of the total as against 66 per Cent. 
in the previous year. In all 112 capital sentences were referred to the Chief Court 
and te the Judicial] Commissioner, Uprer Burma, ef which 2: were cenfirmed, 9 

reduced or altered and 15 reversed, 


Punish. §8. Fines were imposed in nearly 9,000 more cases than in the previous year. 

The increase was largely due to the number of petty cases dealt with in Rangoon. 
Sentences of death declined from 93} to 8s, but long terms of imprisonment 
were commuted to vated in 68 more cases than in 1903, and sentences of 
imprisonment forterms between two and seven years were imposed in gg6 Cases as 
against 889 inthat year, There was a tendency to subsiituie shor lei tis of impri- 
sonment for whipping, which was only inflicted in 2,863 cases or 92 per cent. of the 


cases in which its infliction was legal, and a general failure to enforce the provisions © 


the Code reparding the payment of compensation to complainants, but there Was a 
satisfactory increase in the number of cases in which first offenders were released 
on security. Fourteen boys were sent to a Reformatory School. 


Appeals. _ §9. The number of appeals preferred increased hy 425, the increase in the 
Chief Court being over 100 cases and in the Sessions Court of Tenasserim, where 


there was serious congestion of work, nearly 2co. In \'pper Burma the increase 
was confined to Sessions and District Magistrates’ Courts. The percentage of sen- - 
tences confirmed was €8°3 in Lower B 


| urma and 64°58 in Upper Burma. The pro- 
portionranged from 77 per cent. in the Court of the Judicial Commissioner to under 
go per cent. in the District Courts of Amherst and Tavoy. ‘The average duration of 
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appeals in the two parts of the Province was 16 and 12 days respectively, and in the J1--Pi 
Chief Court it rose from 23 to 29 days. Appeals by Government against orders. > "" 
of acquittal were sticcessful in four out of seven cases decided. 
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60. The revisional jurisdiction of the courts was more freely exercised than in Revisian. 
the previous year. The cases examined involved 26,911 persons, of whom ?,394 3... 
obtained a reversal, reduction or alteration of their sentences. A new tnal of 
further enquiry was ordered in the cases of 237 persons and the sentences of 63:. 
‘were enhanced. The average duration of the cases was 22 to 23 days. 


61.°Eizhty-six cases were tried by jury and the verdict was approved by the: Maceflaa 

Judge in every case, but out of 678 cases tried with the aid of assessors, the. 
Sessions Judge differed from one or more in 60 cases and from all in 25! cases,. 
Three hundred and nine: thousand and twenty-six witnesses were examined, and @ 
sum of Rs. 6,54,579 was realised in fines. The number of pérsons pending trial at 
the close of the year was 5,124. The assistance afforded by Honorary Magistrates, 
especially in Rangoon, in the disposal of Cases earned the acknowledgment of the 
Lieutenant-Governor. ) 


Prisons. 


62. The Jail population at the beginning of the year was 11,669, including 121 Jail popale.. .. 
females, or 501 more than in 1903. At the end of the year it had risen to 12,1797. °%™ 
The number of admissions increased from 30,773 in the previous year to 31,053, ~ 
including 913 females. There was also an increase in the daily average number 
from 11,187 (113 females) to 11,703 (126 females). This was due to the fact that 
a large number of prisoners with sentences of more than one year remained in jail 
at the end of 1903. ‘here was a satisfactory decrease in the admission of juve- 
nile offenders. Releases under the ordinary remission rules were more numerous 
than in 1903, but comparison of totals is affected by the special circumstances of 
1903, when 1,167 prisoners were released in celebration of His Majesty’s 
Coronation. 3 | 


63. Of the 15,792 mhle and 541 female prisoners. admitted direct during thé Habitual 

year, 1,812 males and 20 females had been convicted once, 821 males and 9 females 
twice and 781 males and 10 females more than twice. The percentage of admis- 
sions of prisoners shown as reconvicted varied from 32°03 in Bassein to 6°56 in 
Bhamo, the average provincial ratio being 21°14 against 22°06 in 1903. Allofthe 
habituals admitted during the year, except 26, were identified before convic- 
tion. Twenty-four were identilied by jail officials after conviction and the remain- 
ing two confessed. 


64. In spite of the increase in the daily average population, the number of prison Disciptine. 
offences committed and the punishments awarded decreaSed from 42,913 to 
41,282. Forty-one cases out of the total were dealt with by Criminal Courts and 
the rest by Superintendents. In the Mergui Jail a prisoner was assaulted by 
other convicts, but the injuries received were not severe. In a similar - 
case in the Insein Central Jail, a convict warder received iwjuries which resulted 
in his death. in the Mandalay Centrai jail the Deputy Jailor was attacked hy 
several prisoners and was severely injured. In the last case what might have deve- 
loped into « serious outbreak was effectively quelled, and the Jailor rescued by the 
prompt interference of the Superintendent, Captain Dee, 1.M.S., who received the 
thanks of the Local Government for his conduct. The ringleader in this affair 
was sentenced by the Court of Session to transportation for life, and his com- 
Panions to shorter terms. The number of punishments inficted on convict 
oficers, who averaged 2,522 during the year, was 10,439 of 413°92 per cent. as 
compared with 9,783 or 494:09 per cent. in 1903. They are, however, reported 
to have discharged their duties satisfactorily, although there was room for improve- 
ment as barls efficiency and rustwanbiiesk The percentage of the dail 
average of prisoners on whom fetters were imposed) as a punishment and for safe 
custody was the same as in 1903. _ It 1s observed that prison offences are most 
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i1l—Pre- commonamong the habituals, who committed more than half of the major offences 
tacTioN. and earned 60 per cent. of the whippings inflicted. 
Seven prisoners escaped during the year and five were recaptured, On three 
occasions the escapes were effected from within the jail walls. 


Financial 6s, The gross cost of upkeep of the jails increased from Rs. 6,84,233 to 
Rs. 7,05,468 whi'e the net cost decreased from Rs. 4,97,333to Rs. 4,83,364. The 
increase was partly due to the purchase of food stuffs beyond immediate requirements, 
and partly to the payment of a special allowance to Hospital Assistants in whole- 
time charge of Jail Hospitals, and to the grant of Burma allowances to the Superin- 
tendents of the J::i!s at Rangoon, Insein and Mandalay. The profits from manufac- 

sf tures rose from Rs. 1,86,900 to Rs. 2,22,104, which is the highest on record. The 

5 average net cost per prisoner decreased from Rs, 44-8-0 to Rs. 41-520 owing to the 

exercise of a stricter check over expenditure by the head office, and also to the 

| economy effected by the purchase of articles by the Inspector-General of Prisons, 

Ir which resulted in a great saving to Government. The value of convict labour 

supplied to other pubiic departments and the ple of the Jail Branch of the ” 

Goverment Printing Press, which increased from Rs. 1,28,584 to Rs. 1,73,474, are 

not included in the total earnings. ; 

Gardens. 66. The Jail gardens practically supplied all the vegetables required for the 
consumption of the prisoners, and sales to the public realised a profit of Rs. 9,199 
as against Rs. 8,724 in 1903. Besides vegetables, paddy, dhal, condiments 
and tamarind to the value of Rs. 18,608 were grown on jail land 





" Health of 67. The health of the prisoners was generally good. The number of admis- 
pracers sions to Hospital ana the proportion of daily sick per thousand decreased from 474 
and 21 to 387 and 20 respectively, and were the lowest on record, but the death- 
rate rose from 17°07 to 18°63, which, though less than the average of the previous 
ten years, was higher than that of the three years 1g0:—1903. This was chiefly 
due to epidemics of cholera and dysentery in the Mandalay Jail attributable to a 
bad water-supply and to the water-logged nature of the jail site. Measures have 
been taken to remedy these defects by sinking a tube well inside the Jail and by 
draining the Jail site thoroughly and efficiently. Two thousand and fifteen prisoners 
Or (2°34 per cent. of the total admissions confessed to being habitual consumers 
of opium. In the Bhamo Jail the proportion was as high as 52 per cent. 





| Civil Justice. 

1 Courts 68. Pending the inaugutation of the ness judicial services, the constitution of 

the courts remained unaltered, but a new subdivisional court was established at 
Kyaukpyu and further zelief was afforded to the Township Courts of Tavoy and 

: Mergui, Okpo and Lemyetina in Lower Burma, and to several Township Courts in 

4 __, the Upper Province. Many Township Officers in Lower Burma were divested of 

. ; their civil jurisdiction. | . 

Volumeond _ 69. The growth of trade and population in Burma was reflected in an increase 

| Sr Fuge, in the uuniber uf suits instituted from 68,056 to 72,424. The increase was practi 


g cally confined to the Lower Province and was most marked in the delta districts. 
Small local decreases, probably attributable to temporary causes, were reported from 
Toungoo and Bassein. The growth of business was shared by courts of all grades, 
but was most remarkable in the Township Courts (increase, 2,386 cases) and in the 
| Small Cause Courts, especially in Rangoon. Almost the whole of this increase in 
: litigation was due to claims for money cr moveable property, and in Lower Burma 
; claims to immoveable property would have declined in number but for the institus 
: tlon of a large number of such cases inthe Chief Court. The number of mortgage 

suits instituted in the Lower Burma Courts has more than doubled in three years. 

The total value of suits was Rs. 1,52,37,608 or nearly 23 lakhs more than in 


1903. The Chief Court of Lower Burma contributed 8} lakhs of this increase, 
and district Courts not much less, 


FEY; ————< 
‘ 


ee 


19448.) ~ CIVIL justice 19 
70, In all, 78,009 suits were before the courts as against orate in the pre-11L—Pro- 
vious year, and 6,109 were pending at the closeof the year. Of the total, 34,186 TECTIO™. 
were settled out of court, compromised or decreed on confession and 16,402 were Dispamal of 
disposed of exparte. Of contested suits, which numbered only 37 per cent. of the cosa 
total, rather more than two-thirds were decided in favour of the plaintiff. There 
were 83 references to arbitration, in 65 of which the plaintiff was successful. 
The average duration of contested cases was 47 days.in Lower Burma atid 36 days 
in Upper Burma. Contentious business was, on the whole, more quickly disposed 
of than in the previous year, but the duration rose from 33 to 38 days in the 
Rangoon Court of Small Causes. | 
The number of miscellaneous cases fell from 10,446 to 9,707. This was 
due partly to a more co. rect ciassification of business. 


71. Although the number of applications for execution of decrees rose from Esecation 
36,445 to 38,688, and the percentage of wholly infructuous proceedings fell from 37 eae: 
to 36, the amount realised fell below the figure of the psevious year by a lakh of 
rupees. [ive thousand one Lundred and eighty applications were pending at the 
close of the year, as against 3,761 at the end of 1903. Decrees were more freely 
enforced by the arrest of judgment-debtors, who in 764 cases were imprisoned. 


72. Applications for declarations of insolvency numbered 340, as compared Insolvency 
with 264 in the previous year. The amount of creditors’ claims a mitted was Proceeding® | 
comparative'y insignificant, but a far larger proportion was satisfied. Forty-seven 

et cent. of the applications were rejected and 28 per cent. granted. Fifty-three 
insolvents were discharged during the year and 55 cases remained pending. 


73. In Lower Burma the number of appeals before the courts (3,376) was Appak 
nearly the same as in 1903, the increase of work in the Chief Court counter- 
balancing the decreas: in the lower appellate courts. In Upper Burma there was 
an increase’ of. 122 cases, most of which were appeals to district courts. Of the 
4,638 appeals dispos:-d of, 57 were dismissed for default or not prosecuted. The 
percentage oi confirmation in the remainder was almost the same (64'5) as in the 
previous year, the proportion varying from 62 per cent. in the district courts of 
Upper Burma to 75:1 per cent. in the divisional courts of the Lower Province. 
Decrees of lower courts were modified in 7 per cent. and reversed in 26°5 per cent. 


of the cases dealt with. The corresponding figures for the previous year were 7°6 


and 252. The duration of cases, though adversely affected by the congestion of gk 
work in some of the district courts in Lower Burma, was onthe whole lower than in 
: a ot, 


1903. 


74. The Chicf Judge inspected two district courts, fout subdivisional courts, laspectioas. 
and 16 Township courts and the Court of Small Causes in Rangoon was inspected 
by Mr. Justice Chitty. Judges of Divisional Courts inspected 18 more courts — ; 
than in 1903, and Judges and additional Judges of the disirict courts continuedto| =. 
exercise their duties of supervision with satisfactory results. ) 


7 » 


75. Constant attention has effected an improvement in the condition of the miscettane | 
libraries of subordinate courts and in the disposition of old records in the record- os 
rooms. Further progress was made with the provision of suitable accesnmouaiion tor 
the various courts. In Lower Burma, the whole question was examined by the 
Chief Court and a statement of requirements was submitted to. the Local Govern- 
ment. The position of clerks inthe mofussil has been ameliorated since the close 
of the year. Two important measures affecting the administration of civil justice, 
namely, the conferment of testamentary powers on Burmese Buddhists, and the 
extension; to Upper Burma of certain sections of the Transfer of Property Act, 1882, 


are under consideration, 
Registration. 


76. There was no alteration of the law during the year, but certain sectiONS Changes in 


of the Transfer of Property Act have been extended to the whole of Lower Burma the Registta- 
tion Lawand 


from the 1st January 1905, the effect of which is to require the registration in Rules, 


8 REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF BURMA. flecsee, 


{t.—Peo- Common among the habituals, who committed more than half of the major offences 
TéCTIO%, and earned 6o per cent. of the whippings inflicted. | 
Seven prisoners escaped during the year and five were recaptured. On three 
occasions the escapes were effected from within the jail walls. 


Financial. 6s, The gross cost of upkeep of the jails increased from Rs. 6,84,233 to 
Rs. 7 36,468 Fite the net cost decreased from Rs. 4,97,333 to Rs. 4,83,364 The 
increase was partly due to the purehase of food stuffs beyond immediate requirements, 
and partly to the payment of a special allowance to Hospital Assistants m whole- 
time charge of Jail Hosjitals, and to the grant of Burma allowances to the Supenn- 
tendents of the Jails at Rangoon, Inscinand Mandalay. The profits from manufac- 
tures rose {rom Rs. 1,86,900 to Rs. 2,22,104, which is the iughest on record. The 
average net cost per prisoner decreased from Rs. 44-8-0 to Rs. 41-§-O owing to the 
exercise of a stricter check over expenditure by the head office, and also to the 
economy effected by the purchase of articles by the Inspector-General of Prisons, 
which resulted in a great saving to Government. The value of convict labour 
supplied to other public departments and the profits of the Jail Branch of the 
Government Printing Press, which increased from Rs. 1,28,584 to Rs. 1,73.474, are 
not included in the total earnings. 


Gardens. 66. The Jail gardens practically supplied all the vegetables required for the 
consumption of the prisoners, and sales to the public realised a profit of Rs. 9,199 
as against Rs. 8,724 in 1903. Besides vegetables, paddy, dhal, condiments 
and tamarind to the value of Rs. 18,608 were grown on jail land. . 


” Health of 67. The health of the prisoners was generally good. The number of admis- 


prisoners. sions to Hospital and the proportion of daily sick per thousand decreased from 474. 
and 21 to 387 and 20 respectively, and were the lowest on record, but the death: — 


rate rose from 17:07 to 18°63, which, though less than the average of the previous 
ten years, was higher than that of the three years 19g01—1903. This was chiefly 
due to epidemics.of cholera and dysentery in the Mandalay fail attributable to a 
bad water-supply and to the water-logged nature of the jail site. Measures have 
~ been taken to remedy these defects by sinking a tube well inside the Jail and by 
draining the Jail site thoroughly and efficiently. Two thousand and fifteen prisoners. 
Or (2°34 per cent. of the total admissions confessed to being habitual consumers 
of opium. In the Bhamo Jail the proportion was as high as §2 percent. 


Civil Justice. | eae 


Courts.  _-_-- 68. Pending the inauguration of the new judicial services, the constitution of 
~ ‘the ~cousts remained unaltered, but a new subdivisional court was established at 


Kyaukpyu and further relicf was afforded to the Township Courts of Tavoy and 


M pu - and Lemyetiina in Lower Burma, ana to several Township Courts in 

the Upper | ovince. Many Township Otficers in Lower Burma were divested of 

_ their civil jurisdiction, | } | 
peo rr nee The growth of trade and population in Burma was reflected in an increase 


whrae e number of suits instituted from 68,656 to 79,424. The incre ti- 
soho cally confined to the Lower Provi es pete inte May 


: nce and was most marked in the delta districts. 
Small local decreases, probably attributable to temporary causes, were rep : 


r ted from 
Toungoo and Bassein. The growth of business was shared by courts ol all grades, 
but was most remarkable in the Township Courts (increase, 2,486 cases) and in the 
soul nee Courts, especially in Rangoon. Almost the whole of this increase in 

ets was due to claims for ol cr moveable property, and in Lower Burma 
claims to immoveable property would have declined in number but for the institus 
tion of a large number of such cases in the Chief Court. The number of mortgage 


ot s hte on in ash i rig Courts has more than doubled in three years. 
tal value of suits was Rs. 1,52,39, | 
1903. The Chief Court of Lower ’ ge i Soe arg lg ea 
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70. In all, 78,009 suits were before the courts as against 
vious year, and 6, fog wore peading-at tt chose of the year. 
were settled out of court compromised or decreed on in led 4 
disposed of eaparte, Of contested suits, which numbered only 27 per ct 
total, rather more set two-thirds were decided in favour of the plaint 
were 82 references to arbitration, in 65 of which the plaintiff was pinay 
The average duration of contested cases was 47 days in Lower Burma and 
tem tie pepeioar pees be the duration + yong Me dope 

than in t ous year, but the rose to in 
Rangoon Court of Small Causes sais: es 
e number of miscellaneous: cases fell from 10,446 to 93707. ‘This was i 

due partly to a more correct classification of business “s 


71. Althou re the number of appigeions ‘i execution of (decrees rose from aa 
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36,445 to 38,688, and the percentage of wholl red prem ings fell from 37 °° } 

to 36, the amount realised fell below a 2 ba 4 
rupees. Five thousand one Lundred and pom ; < 
close of the year, as against 3,761 at the e | 


enfore: ud by the arrest of judgment-debtors, who in 964 case were re imprisoned 
72. Applications for declarations of insolvency numbered 3 
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comparatively insignificant, but a far larger proportion was satisfied. Fe “seven 
cent. of the applications were rejected and 28 per cent. granted. ae ‘3 ; 
insolvents were discharged during the year and $5 cases remained pending. ae 


eg In Lower Burma the number of appeals before: the cone. (3,376) was Appt 3 4 
| ne ule same as in 1903, the increa: a work in the Chief Court counter- = = © 
balancing the decrease i in the lower appellate courts. In Upper Burma there was ae 7 

an increase of 122 cases, most of which were $ to district courts. Ofthe 7 

¥ | 


4:38 appeals disposed of, 57 were dis 


missed for default or not prosecuted. The 
percentage of confirmation ui the re 


der was almost the same (64°5) as in the bra 













tevious year, the proportion varying from 62 cent, in the district courts of ae 
aber - Burma to ot I per cent. in the Siiciianl courts of the Lower Province. __ . 2 a 
Dacress of lower courts were modified in 7 per cent. and reversed in 26°5 percent, a | 
of the cases dealt with. The corresponding figures for the evious oe were 96 ) . oo 
and 2572. The duration of cases, though adversely laflecte) by the congestionof. = * 
work in some of the district courts in Burma, was on the whole lowerthanin = 


1903. 
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an improvement in the condition of the Mincellane 

libraries of subordinate courts and in | disposition of old records in the record- ous _ 
rooms. Further progress was made he provision of suitable accommoualion for _ 

_ the various courts. In Lower Burma, , the vhole Boe 8 was examined by the = 
Chief Court and a statement of requirements was submitted to the Local Goverms 
ment. The position of clerks in the mofussil has been ameliorated since the close 
of the year. Two important measures affecting the administration of civil j Ce x Gabe 
namely, the conferment of testamentary powers on Burmese Buddhists, and the ae 
extension to Up r Burma of certain sections of the Transfer of Property Act, 1882, . ‘ 
are under consideration. t owe 

Registration bcs ian aie 
76. There was no alteration of the law d the year, but certain sections in 


of the Transfer of Property Act have been extended to the whole of Lower Burma the | 
from the 1st eidase Gack. the effect of which is to require the registration in re Law ad 


75. Constant attention has eff 
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‘Lower Burma of certain documents affecting property below Rs. 100 in value, the 
registration of which has hitherto been compulsory only in the Upper Provmce. 


The question of the complete assimilation of the Law is still under cons e 
Four new rules were framed to expedite the registration of certain bilingual leases 
executed in large numbers and in identical forms by the lessee of a large grant and 
his tenants. The forms of endorsement were simplified and a new register of fees 

was brought into use during the year. The forms of mdex were also improved = 


. 997. The subregistrar’s office at Natmauk in the Magwe district was closed 
o ing to the insignificant number of transactions. At the end of the year there | 
were 145 registration offices, of which 97 were m Lower Burma. | 


92 There was an increase of nearly g per cent. in the number of documents 
registered and of close on 24 per cent. in their value, the number of transactions 
reaching 44,381 and the value of _ property concerned Rs. 8,21,05,739. Of the 
36,354 documents registered in Lower Burma, 13,092 were deeds of sale and 
17,641 mortgage deeds affecting immoveable property. The average value of the 
former was Rs. 2,623 as compared with Rs. 2,250 m 1903. The increase was 
mainly due to the rise in the value of land in and around Rangoon, where 1,653 _ 
documents ofan average value of Rs. 11,742 were registered during the year. In- 
creased wealth among the trading classes, combined with years of good crops 





and high prices, has tended to raise the value of investments m_ landed property 


in Lower Burma fell from6 37 
~ by 1} lakhs, The more frequet 


elsewhere. In some districts of Upper Burma the excess of mortgages over 
sales of immoveable property tends to disappear, and the figures indicate a 
growth in the permanent alienation of agricultural land. es “oy 
The number of optional registrations relating to immoveable property 
437 and the value of property concerned decreased 
ant résort to registration in the case of transactions 
in moveable property is ascribed to the growing numbers of natives of India, 








J 


especially of tne money-lending class, who are quick to appreciate an advantage 


over a potential opponent. The number and value of such transactions registered 


was 4,547 and Rs. 61,60,086, as against Rs. 4,104 and Rs. 44,237,356 in the pre- 


Receipts and 


Expenditu 


vious year. The same class was mainly responsible for the growth in the number _ 
of powers-of-attorney authenticated from 1,586 to 1,867. Searches and applica- 
tions for copies were considerably more numerous than in the previous year, but 
intending purchasers made little use of the offices outside R angoon and its environs. 


79. As compared with the previous year, the aggregate income, which 


re-amounted to Re. 1,79,609, increased by nearly Rs. 20,000 and the expenditure 


(Rs. 56,378) by nearly half shat amount. More than 80 per cent. of the total 
mcome was derived from fecs for registration. The rise in expenditure was mainly 
due to the fact that the salary of Revistration clerks in Lower Burma was raised 
Irom Ks. 25 to Ks. 30 and to the strengthening of the staff of the Rangoon office. 


80. Registration offices were frequently inspected and were found, for the 
most part, to be in good working order. The appointment of an additional officer 
at Rangoon and the increase of the staff were found necessary owing to complaints 
of delay in the disposal of business. 


Municipal Administration. 


81. A general election was held in Rangoon in November 1904. Except in 
the case of candidates for the representation of the European community, there was 
no contest, but m that case it was keen. The incidences of taxatien and income 
per head of population were Rs. 6-15-7 and Rs. 18-18-2 as against Rs. 6-8-4 and 

S. 212-5, respectively, in the previous year. The ordinary income of the 
Municipality for the year rose by nearly a lakh of rupees to Rs. 25,01,565, the 
greater part of the increase being due to the assessment of newly erected buildings, 
and the growth of the revenue from slaughter houses and bazaats. A sum of 
Rs. 13,20,500 was borrowed during the year, and Rs. 57,500 paid towards the 
extmction of old loans without recourse to the Sinking Fund, which was increased 
by Rs. 62,839. Excluding suspense accounts, the ordinary expenditure amounted 
to Rs. 25,20,892, an increase of nearly five lakhs in the charges on account of 
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As rate banking iwaccount was i for the Town Lands 
Fand, drinc court ai-aioh a loan of own tals was raised du 














year was the inauguration of the fF 





water-works by the Lieutenant- Governor, be Hugh Barnes, when the connestion ay & 





of the reservoir with the pumping station was opened. The expenditure on 
this work, which was in the hands of Public Works Department, was 
Rs. 12,26,736, the ex enditure since he commencement ef operations amounting to 
Rs. 44,74,451, and t 2 revised estimate for the complete work to Rs. yt 
The reservoir is contained by nine dams and is connected with the 
station by a 42” cast iron main 15 mi'es in 
months. A scheme for the distribution of water within the town, involving an 
expenditure of Rs. 13,720,324, was. submitted to pe eg 9 

All Municipal Hospitals have been t to Government 













diel: this , 
Municipality surrendering the annual grant f Rs. 2,03,300 which was formerly | 


amounted to. 
5,259 were a 





given in lieu of Excise receipts. 

~The debt of the Municipality on the 31st March 
Rs. 1,06,85,500, The new loans of the year, which aggregated 1905 i 
raised at 4 percent, and were taken up at an average of Rs. oe, * 
sum of Rs. 4,45,606 was paid towards interest on old loans and the 





amounted to Rs. 3,71,000, which was : ma in st Ps cent, Government 


securities. 
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health and conventence, which includgl toring of combating thee . ew in 


Reclamation 
ng the year, while 
the expenditure increased by nearly a} lakhs) large share of which was:spent'on ~ 


h, which was laid down ght 


Ay Ss. + 


82. There were 4o minor Municipalities with an population of Mince Mur 


664,93 4 and an income, exclusive of debt accounts, of Rs. a 023, which was 
nearly a lakh in excess of the previous year. Eight of the Municipalities were 
administered under the Upper Burma Municipal Regulation, but the Burma 
Municipal Act has since been extended to. me Bhamo. 


_ 83. The total number of members of Me Committees was 512 of whom 
261 were nominated, g2 elected and 159: ‘members, The attendance © 
at meetings varied from just over half the abies to 85°81 per cent. Elections 
were held in six towns and were keenly c in four. 


84. The average incidence of Municip 
Rs. 1-10-0 per head of the population. 
the case of Mou!mein, where, owing to a- 











most noticeable decrease was in t#*ation 
uction of the water-rate, the a 


sank from Rs. 4 to Rs, z 10-7. The incidence was less than Re. 1 in 18 Muni 
s, 2 in only four towns, Calculated on the total income © 
the average incidence per head of the population declined from Rs, §*14-6 to 


cipalities and exceeded 


Rs. 4-6-11, but itwas largely affected by the smaller amount received in grants and — 


loans, Scavenging taxes were imposed for the first time at Ngat aung- 
Daunggyi and Sagaing, and ree it came under taxation fa H and 
Ma-u oN an additional tax on la 


effected or in progress in fourteen Municipalities and is still needed im others. 


With few exceptions outstandings were not considerable and collections were 


promptly mace. } 


was levied in Kyangin, and the scavenging — 
tax was extended and the rates enhanced in Bassein. Revision of assessment was 


oe 
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taxation Meatiaed from Rs. I-10-3 to Incidence Idee of 


85. To an opening balance of Rs. o.cgiese and ordinary receipts Pees Income and 


to Rs, 26,20,502 the debt account added asum of Rs. 3,27,;911. The 
expenditure was Rs, 294,168 as compared with Rs. 33,31,867 in 1903-04 and 
the aggregate closing balance was Rs. 6,07;§01. 


 cxpenditare. 


86, Municipal rates and taxes en Rs. 10,78,876 as compared with Rates and. 


Rs. 10,87,382 in the previous year. 
in the rate of water-tax at Moulmein. 


87. The total revenue derived from Municipal property, apart from taxation, 
Lchihtad to Rs. 13,36,710 as compared with Rs, 12,58,914 in ae ia OF the Beoese. 


ht decrease was due to a reduction 
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$8 REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF BURMA. a 


—Peo” : ‘ots on account of markets and slaughter-hoases accounted for 

om e sary "The increase in the revenue from Municipal markets was most. 
noticeable at Mandalay, Toungoo and Pegu. At Prome, fees for the slaughter of 
cattle and pigs were doubled, while at Moulmein a decline in the being: ces due 
to the fact that the right to collect fees’ were not sold in advance as hitherta 
Rinderpest in the Thayetmyo district resulted in diminished retums from the 
Allanmyo cattle market’ and a decrease at Ngathainggyaung 1s attmbuted to the 
oneal decline of the town consequent on the opening of the railway. 


Grants end 88. The amount contributed to Municipalities from Government, Local Funds ~ 

qagertis= and other sources shewed a considerable increase. Mergw, Bassein ard Mas 
abin received grants from Government for hospitals, Ma-ubin for education, 
Bhamo and Minbu for general purposes. The Sandoway Municipality received 
Rs. 11,000 from Provincial Furds for the construction of a new hospital, and 
Letpadan drew Rs. 1,000 from the District Cess Fund in aid of the Town 
dispensary. a 
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General 89. Charges on account of administration and collection remained almost = 
Administra- stationary. At Thdnzé,a new Municipal Office involved an increase from Rs. 2,636 
tonand to Rs. 10,779, and similar charges of an exceptional nature in the previous yearOr 
charges inthe year under teview caused variations elsewhere. A survey at Peguwas — 


carried out at an expenditure of Rs. 6,975. | 








go. The expcniiture on public safety, which included the purchase of five 
on Public fire engines, amounted to Rs. 2,24,366 as ayainst Rs. 2,17,949 in the previcus year. 
al Street lighting was introduced at Allanmyo and Minbu and the system was ex: . 
tended in six other towns. With the extension of the Burma Municipal Act to 


Upper Burma ‘owns, charges on account of police disappear from the Municipal 
in ; accounts. : . s 


Water gt. One lakh and seventy-one thousand rupees were spent on the new watef- 
sopply. works at Moulmein, ‘vhich have now been completed at an estimated cost of 
Rs. 9,36,123. A pipe \ater-supply was distributed throughout the hot weath r, 

but, owing to the default of the Committee, the Deputy Commissioner was 

obliged to exercise the power conferred on him by Section 184 of the Burma 
Municipal Act, 1898, and to appoint a Municipal Engineer'to take charge of the 
water-works when they were handed over by the Public Works Department. The 

new works at Prome were taken over by the Municipal Committee in May 1904 

and are reported to be satisfactory. Fifty thousand gallons of water per hour are 
delivered. A scheme for a water-supply at Akyab has been completed and the 

works are now in process of construction, one lakh of the money required having 

been bacrowed. Lapeimneneai operations at Pegu and Bassein were failures. At 

~Thénzo an air-compressor pump was purchased for use in connection with a 

tube well, but the surtability of the water fron: similar wells at Gyobingauk and 

Letpadan has not been determined. At Mandalay the combined scheme for the 

supply of the Cantonment and the Municipality has been abandoned, and exper 


ments are being made with wells and patent elevators for the supply of the town 
alone. — ‘ies 7 


5 ; 
Sanitation - 92. At Mandalay an instalment cf an extensive draitage scheme Was 
executed by the construction of masunry drains at an expenditure of Rs. 12,935 
At Prome 4,828 running feet were added to the system, and surface drainage made 
Progress at Akyab, Pegu, Kyaukpyu and Toungoo, while complete drainage 
schemes were in several cases rcferred to the Sanitary Board for advice. 


| Commervarey. 93. Expenditure on conservancy rose from Rs. 4,87,502 to Rs. 5,16,256. 


There were considerable incieases at Ma-ubin and Akyab and the (ody at 


re Mergui is being reorganised. Improvements were contemplated at Pegu and 
" oungoo, and the Mandalay Municipal Committee is raising a loan of Rs. $0,000 
= for the r form of its conservancy system, ; 
ieee 94. The expenditure on hospitals and dispensaries slightly exceeded that of’ 


| “Gispensation, previous years. A branch dispensary was opened at Moulmein, and additions and 
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improvements were made to the Hospitals 

bia. At Bassein a Government grant of Rs. 6,000 : 
to build a European ward and an operatin theatre. At 
in the previous year has been much appre ; 
largely i . A’number of Municipalitie 
temporary hospitals with a view to dealing 

95. The expenditure on markets amountec 
the new Zegyo bazaar was completed but was not 
the year. . Z o 

96. The total tal expenditure on blic 
not abnormally low. Besides the Moora | 
ways at Mandalay were opened in July | 
Important bridges were built at Prome 
roads at Pegu. : 


& 97. The expenditure on Public fi 
Rs. 144,108. A Municipal school was ¢ 
oe Ma-ubin a s tairee aver Se the Munie 
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98. “~ tiabilities on account of interést on loans during the year apsbbieen to Leen & 


Rs. 98,764 as compared with Rs. 88,353 in 1903-04. Two smail loans only were — 
made by Government, namely, Rs, 7,000 to Toungoo and Rs. vases? to Ma-ubin. — s 


99. The accounts of nine Municipalities were not audited d the year. Amdix. 
Sieps have since been taken to ensure an annual serutiny. One s deica- 
tion came tu light at Akyab, but laxity in account matters was reported from ie 
Bhamo, Gyobingauk and Shweho, while | inoomgr ccseee had to be detailed to ee F 
reduce the accounts at Moulmein to order, 4 


100, Lashio, in the Northern Shan 
effect from the 1st April 1904 and Meiktila from the 22nd December. 
receipts of Town Funds amounted to Rs. 4,09,292 and the expenditure to a 
Rs. 3,953,164, of which Rs. 3,03,153 were devoted to Public Health and h 


Convenience. pe 


1o1, The es: crane of the ~ = in 4 which were under the s 
command of Lieutenant-General D. J. S. ac lend C. B., D.S.0., pe lar the th 
year, was on the 31st March 1905, 9,31! , = niet ‘of whom 4,131 were 
Europeans. _ 
102. A house for the Lieutenant-General Com was built at m Military ‘ 
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.At the same station a pipe water-popplys ‘was hel a native 


and three half-company barracks and a rifle range constructed. A septic ae 
tank installation for the Brits : = ey megun, og eae: een: Stee 
tation own comp'eted for the Supply and Transport Corps. In Rangoon, 4 
eceeiect built Vier a Colonel and 7 Captain under the new Cantonment , 
atheme, and a new Artillery mess-house with quarters for two subalterns | 
was completed. The old barracks in the Native Infantry lines were overhauled, | 
and plank walls provided. New semi-permanent barracks were constructed for ? 
a pave regiment and permanent quarters built for four hospital assistants. - Minor hii ‘4 
sanitary. ments were effected in the British Infantry lines, A small labora- 7 | 


tory was added to the Station Hospital and a gymnasium built, The barracks 
of the Bin troops in the Southern Shan pe were handed over to the Military 
~ Polic 
the nba ae of water to the Cantonment was succ ly completed, The garrison 


laced them, At Shwebo the sinking of two experimental wells for 


at Mandal lied with piped water, and various minor im ments were 
eflected in dhe oftcery pookitills the nave officers’ mess in the same station. 
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le wy Military (Volunteering). 
r tiers Th as no change in the constitution of the volunteer forces 
_—— acrion. ak, ey puns of the Rangoon Port ag (Artillery, Naval and 


| Welesteors. $), the Moulmein Volunteer and Rifles, the penny Volunteer 
E R the Burma Railways Volunteer Corps and the vere 
Rifles. The enrolled strength of the force on the gist March 1905 was 2,573 ete 
: “= getive and 157 reservists against. 2,750 active and 89 reservists on the same 
| in the previous year. Of the active volunteers, any ere adults and 279 cadets. 
Pag The imoant of capitation and other grants was Rs. 93:5 is 22 Sie against 
 _ _~ Rs. 91,696 in the previous year. An siping Meise quarters | 
_ _. Instructor was nearly Gnished at aoe for the Upper Burma tance 


s 104. A number of surveys wera mee out in the ma logue river by the chet 


‘authorities. New tide g rected between 
' Points and at Choki Point oat Kin ear on ia leading marks were sere placed s the 
Hastings and Monkey Point channel 


| 3 PY -¥ 405. Monthly visits to the light-houses anid light-vessels off the coast of the 
ra ee —. were carried out by the R.LM. Steamers Minto and Mayo. At the 
r - —_ ion it was found that extensive repairs were necessety in some — 
\ 




















were 13 cases of beri«beri amongst the crews, of which two were — 
, ae Receipes from light dues amounted to Rs. 487,47¢ and the cost of main- — 
a re 7 toRs. 1 138,240. Alternative estimates were for iron and conc: 
wers in connection with the proposed light house at Beacon Island, and | z 
ngs were made of all the ‘light houses of the province for transmission | ) the 


- 


i House Board for criticism. = 


2. | 
a 106. Eight new vessels were added to the Government flotilla cares dies 
Two of these were house boats for service in the Delta and one, the ;: 
abarge designed for the work of river wae ene on the Chindwin. One launch — 
-- ., was sold and two vessels foundered ear, leaving the ae of the 
&. fleet 3 : % Indian M reales Sapa 0 
river 10,335 troops 
Sires and nearly 80 yf - 
se vessels was considerably in excess 
seaside Rs. 24515 #5 re Th mm 
3.5, and its earnings Rs. {7- . 
ie “net cost to Government was slightly highe : a in 1993, but 38 ia == Soavhecat . 
a "more t than the cost of their upkeep. ste oro on the working of two paddles i in 
ae 8 Upper Burma amounting to Rs. 29,000, and the expenditure on repairs to the buoy 
le ; vessel Retriever was abnormally heavy. Fivenew launches and two new hulls are 
under construction. 


Re Lnwnd e, 107. A beacon light was erected. facilitate the navigation of M i harbour. mn 
Progress was made with the recon of the wharf at Victoria Point. The 
‘s ‘ iron piles were received for the renewal of the main wharf at Pvapdn. where the — 
a ee bazaar wharf was extended 60 feet intodeep water. Screw pile wharves were erect- 
fe 3 ed opposite the bazaar and Court house at Bogale. naa ee 
was provided at Kungyangon and a laterite jetty at Kyauktan. 


fags | Port Administration and Pilot Services. 

Port Ad- 108. The income of the Rangoon Port Trust was Rs. and its ex- 
Bi ainhaon, penditure Rs, 17,93,183. The increase in by over cx lak s included the 
ae payment of a eee aad the Irra a Flotilla Company, but there was 
a general growth of income from fees, The premium on the joan of 1 oe 

duced over 1} lakhs, and godown rents were revised in favour of ‘he 
cf. rasp om ee tl which amounted to Rs. 15,84,759, was swollen by 
rowing of precau against plague and by the nt of imterest 
gad provision toWarils 2 sittking fond On tha tem lethe eset een) A debenture 









Ainge j=» ex sd 


= “ 
















iy _- 





a : i ae . ffi. Ph ee ae 3; 2 
ae of the previous year, and their earnii 
zA~ ay on the provincial flotilla was R 
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loan of 20 lakhs was raised during the year. Proposals for the expenditure of !1.—Pro- 


Rs. 4,33,606 in connection with the substitution of fixed for swinging moonngs 
and of Rs. 2,50,000 on a steam buoy-vessel vere submitted to Government. 
Progress was made with the construction of a river wall and of new pontoons and 
with the reclamation of the foreshore, but the fast mentioned work was suspended 
owing toa dispute with the Rangoon Municipality regarding the rights to the fore- 
shore in front of the Municipal market. The bulk of the material for the extenaian 
of Latter Street Wharf was collected and 24 per cent. of the work completed. The 
erosion of the river bank was retarded by the sinking of cargo boats and the 

itching of laterite. A dredger was ordered from the Clyde. Further extensive 
improvements, ectiimated to cost Rs. 15,51,755, were sanctioned by Gavernment 
and the Commissioners have taken expert advice as to the means to be adopted to 
control the action of the river. The new Rangoon Port Rill was passed by the 
Lieurenant-Governor’s Council in February 1905 and confers upon the Com- 
missioners greater independence in finance and administration. At the same 
time revised scales of charges have been framed which will enable the Board 
to meet its obligations. 

The credit balance of the Pilot fund increased from Rs. 78,820 to Rs, 93,252. 
The gross receipts for pilotage amounted to Rs. 2,55,720 and Rs. 1,73,343 were 
disbursed to the 21 pilots of the Port. The corresponding figures in the previou 
year were Rs. 2,33,325 and Rs. 1,47,311 respectively. 

The Port Health Department was strengthened and stringent precautions 
were taken against the introduction of plague. These measures, which have un- 
fortunately proved unsuccessful, entailed an expenditure of Rs. 1,87,691,0f which 
Government contributed two-thirds. 





= 


There are Port Officers at Moulmein, Akyab and Bassein, where there are ten, 
three and five pi'ots, respectively. At Tavoy, Mergui, Kyaukpyu and Sandoway 
the affairs of the port are in the hands of the Deputy Commissioner. e total 
income of the minor port tunds (excluding Debt Accounts) was Rs. 3,36,562 


or Rs. 30,874 more than in the previous year, and the expenditure aggregated - 


Rs, 3,49,868 as against Rs. 3,709,415. 


Commercia! Marine. “a, 


110. In spite of a falling off in the total number of vessels visiting the parts of Shipping. 


the province from 9,392 to 8,032, the growing importance of Rangoon was 
clearly manifested by the shipping returns Three thousand and eleven vessels 
entered and cleared from the port as against 2,961 in 1903-04, and the net 
tonnage increased from 4,149,409 to 4,701,129, the increase of &4 in the number 
of steamers of over 4,000 tons burden being rema:kable. The number and : 
of sailing vessels fell off considerably, The increase of shipping vas largely 
due to the heavy demand for rice to be sent to Japan. Of the aggregate tonnage 
the ports of the Province 2,355,356 out of 6,494,358 scales vil vessels entering 
from or clearing to Foreign ports, and 159 vessels sailed under a Foreign flag, those 
of Norway, Germany and Austria-Hungary preponderating. Six thousand eight 
hundred and four vessels with a tonnage of 4,139,002 were employed on the 
coasting trade; the figures indicate a large increase in the size oi the vesecls 
employed and an extensive substitution of steamers for sailing ships. 





Tero, 


109 The smaller ports of the province are administered by Government. sing pam, 


#11, The British India Navigation Company's steamship ‘ Ava” Went Wrecks and 
aground m January 1905 below Moulmein, broke her back and became a total casual 


wreck. The pilot was held guilty of miscondtict and his license was cancelled. 
In July 1904 the “ Mergui ” sank in the Ye river and two lives were los. The 
Captain was exonerated from blame. The “ Pachumba” lost her propefler 
blades on the Research shoal off Kyaukpyu in so ot and lay in a perilous 
position till she was towed to port. The result of the Court of Enquiry is 
Not yet known. In Rangoon Harbour there were seventeen minor casualties to 
vessels in charge of Harbour Masters and five accidents under pilotage charge. 
Courts of Enquiry were not considered necessary, but one Harbour Master was 


Warned, 
L 


IV.—PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION. 


(arsresncee— 


Season and Crop Report for the year ending 3oth June 1905. 

Land Records Administration Report for the year ending 3oth June igoS. 

Land Revenue Administration Report for the year ending the 3oth June 190%. 

Interim Report of the Registrar under the Co-operative Credit Societies Act 
Repart on the Forest Administratton of Burma for the year ending the 3oth June tgog. 
Report on the Civil Veterinary Department for the year 1904-05. 

Report of the Agri-Horticultural Society of Burma for the year 1904. 

Report on the Census of Burma, 1901. 


Resolution on the Reports on the Working of the Indian Fact. res Act in Lower Burmafor the year 
1904. 
Repnet on the Maritime Trade of Burma for the year tgog-o05. 


Report on the Transfrontier Trade of Burma during the year 1904-05 and the triennial period 
ending the 35st March 1905. 


Administration Repon of the Commissioners of the Port of Rangoon for the year 1904-05, 


Twenty-first issue of the Agricultural Statistics of India for the years 1900-01 to 1904-05, Vol. I, 
T abies I to V, A and B. 


Twelfth issue of the Financial and Commercial Statistics of British India, Tables XXVI (Coal 
Mines), XX VII (Minerals), and XXX (Foreivn Trade). 


Tard issue of the Annual Statement ot the Sea-borne Trade and Navigation of British India 
wit mt OPA Empire and Fureign Countries, Vol. !, Tabtes 9 to 11, and Vol. II, Tables 4 to 6 
33 and 18 to 21. 


Thirty-ninth issue of the Annual Statement of the Coasting Trade and Navigation of British India 
inthe year cnding the 31st March 1go5, lables 3 to 5 


Tenth issue of the ania and Administrative Statistics of British India for 1904-05 and preaxadag 
years—T able XIX. 


Agriculture. 


112. The number of plough cattle of all kindsin the province was reduced by 

stack. the ravages of diseasc and the flooding of grazing grounds by over 100,000. 
Heavy losses of cattle occurred in every district of the Pegu and Irrawadd 

divisions except Pegu, where the casualties (9,000) were more than i 

There were 15,678 deaths reported from Hanthawaddy district and the cattle of 

Henzada were decimated by x abi while Thayetmyo lost nearly one-sixth of its 

stock. Disease extended to the dry zone, the chief source of the supply of cattle 

to Lower Burma, and the stock of young animals in Magwe and Yaméthin was 

considerably reduced. In Amherst, tvhere numbers of cattle were imported from 

Siam, some 3,000 buffalo calves succuinbed to scarcity of fodder during the floods. 


Notable increases in Upper Burma occurred in Mandaiay and Katha, Shwebo and 
Sagaing. : . 


Cattle 113. Cattle disease ravaged large areas of the province and was of a partir 

ame cularly virulent type. The Be ciality from disease Fs returned at 69 544 emule) 
of which 51,977 succumbed to rinderpest. The loss to agriculturists was fat 
greater than the sum of the two nrevious years and was more then 20.c00 in 
excess Of the disastrous year of 1901-02. Foot-and-mouth disease was responsible 
for 9,065 a d anthrax for 8,302 deaths. Steps have been taken to mitigate the 
calamity to cultivators by the more liberal grant of loans for the purchase of new 
stock and by the provision of additional facilities for obtaining the concession of 
fallow rates, and the question of the reorganization of the subordinate and inspecting 
staff of the Veterinary Department is under consideration. Inoculation against 
disea8e was successfully practised, 2,727 cattle being treated with the serum, of 
which only 41 died after inoculation. The method grows in favour with the people 
and in several districts the Veterinary staff received effective co-operation from 
the villagers in their efforts to segregate diseased animals, but the number of 
expert assistants was only 82 out of a sanctioned strength of 100, It is proposed 
so increase the number and to provide for more effective supervision, besides 
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enlarging and improving the Veterinary school, which forms the sole and 
inadequate source of recruitment. The abnormal prevalence of disease wag most 
marked in the Tharrawaddy, Prome, Henzada, Thayetmyo, Magwe ard Kindat 
districts, but an increase of rinderpest was observed in most districts. The con- 
nection between the spread of contagion andthe movements of cattle from 
district to district was clearly traceable. The system of registration of cattle 
deaths was extended to the Minhla subdivision of Thayetmyo district ducing the 
year. 


pUcTION — 
apie 


a *: Only 56 mares were sei ved by the four Government stallions dunng the Pory and 
year. Theresults are in many cases unknown, but, though the experiment has ing, bet 


proved a failure hitherto, it is proposed to give it a further tiial uncer the morc 
efhcient supervision which it is hoped the appointment of Inspectors will afford. 
Cattle shows were held at five stations, one being abandoned owe to 

ere 






the prevalence of disease. The exhibits were somewhat disappointing in quality, 

except the buffaloes, of which some very fine specimens were shewn, but 1s 

no lack of interest on the part of local officers and it is hoped that a careful 

lection of dates for the shows and a better appreciation on the part of exhibito. 
* 


as to what is required will lead to more satisfactory results. 


115. Though the total rice crop of the Province bore a higher percentage to Prios. 


the normal crop than that of 1903-04, it was only 93 per cent. in the 1§ chief 
eo pig districts as against the bumper crop of the previous year, and the 
surplus cargo nce calculated to be available for export fell by 318,000 tons, As 
a result the price of paddy in Lower Burma was, in general, much higher than in 
the year before and considerably lower in Upper Burma, where the crop was 
comparatively abunuant. The shortage of the crop in the delta encouraged 
Si ise and it is estimated that brokers held large stocks in June 1905. 
Vhereas the highest price in Rangoon in 1903-04 was Rs. 105, which was 
reached in May, this figure represented the harvest price in the adjoinin 
district of Hanthawaddy during the year under report, while cultivators obtained 
as much as Rs- 108 in Moulmein, Rs. 110 in Wakéma and Rs. 155 in 
Thatén. The strong demand tor rice from Japan operated to maintain prices in 
Lower Burma at a high level, but it is doubtful whether cultivators denved any 
benefit from the later movements of the market. In Rangoon the first boat- 
loads of the new crop sold at Rs. 97 to Rs. 1:00 and the price rose to Rs. + 
by the third week in January. Supplies were not affected by the operations 
speculators till March, when the rate was as low as Rs. 94. Veoh that point the 
price was forced up to Rs. 11r0 in the third week in May, but had r-ceded to 
Rs. 101 bv the end of June, the brokers evidently fearing with reason that the 
market had reached its limit. In Upper Burnia the fail of pziccs as compared 
with the previous year was almost universal. The year, even in the 7 zone, 
was favourable to paddy cultivation. Prices were remarkably low in Shwebo 
where late wet-weather pacdy sold for Rs. §8 per 100 baskets at the threshi 
floor as against Rs. 100 in the previous year, Inthe absence of the usual de 
from the dryer districts prices in Katha were Rs. 20 lower than in 1903-04, and 
Practically the only exceptions to the general cheapening of paddy were the 
digtricts of Bhamo and Mlyitkyina and the interior of the Ruby Mines district. 
/ There was a considerable decline in the price of wheat caccpt at Sstin, 
owing, apparently, to a smaller demand. Local failures of the crop raised the 
price of sessamum in some districts, and in That6n as much as Rs. 500 was 
obtained for a basket of 64 Ibs. in March and April.) The price of tobacco was 
on the whole well maintained and increased remarkably in Toungoo. In Myingyan 
cotton was the subject of commercial manipulation. The price obtained in 
November and December was Rs. 25 per 100 vissand was reduced by a combina- 
tion amongst the millers. The subsequent attempt of the brokers to force up the 
price was disastrous to themselves but did not affect the cultivators. 


116, A sum of Rs. 4,54,285 was disbursed in agricultural advances as against Agricultaral 


Ra, 361,086 in the previous year. In Tharrawaddy and Prome, Myaungmya and 
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IV—Pro Pyapdn, the eagerness of the people to secure ons Was remark e and 
ore Den large sums were taken up In several districts in Upper Burma, no in. the 
rasvrtor. Kyauksé, Yamethin and Lower Chindwin districts, m each of which Ra 

or more were disbursed as loans. The failure of Township Officers to devote 
sufficient atteniion to the subject was responsible for a falling off in some districts, 
and the experiment of local disbursements by these office s inthe villages con- 
cerned is now bring tried. r 


operas 117. Under the Co-operative Credit Societies Act of 1904 a Registrar was 
tees appointed in December 1904. The proposal was at first regarded by the people 
- with distrust, but with a better understanding of the intentions of Government 
interest in the scheme was awakened and at the end of March 190§ four rural 
societies had been formed with 188 members, a subscribed capital of Rs. §,600 
and Government loans amounting to Rs. 5,000. Uther Societies have since been 

formed and the outlook is promising. 


Protection 118. The total area of cultivated land protected by embankments was 
. 612,396 acres, or 3,765 acres less than in the previous year. 


The Myanaung embankment breached below Gyogyaung, and its sphere of 
protection was curtailed by 20,000 acres. Elsewhere cultivation extend readily 
behind the embankments of the Irrawaddy and tne Sittang. The cost of upkeep 
declined by 13 lakhs of rupees and the net revense earned by these protective 
works rose from Rs. 11,27,000 to KS. 12,68,000. 


Area 179. The total area under irrigation increased from 685,458 to 797,342 acres. 
irigated. This result was achieved partly by the improvement and extension of the Gov- 

) ernment canal systems in Mandalay, Minbu and Kyauksé, and partly by the 
abundant rainfall, hich more than doubled the area commanded by tanks and 
added 73,000 acres to the area served by privae canals. The canal system in 
Mandalay ‘istrict was in ful] operation and irrigated about !1,000 more acres than 
in the previous year. The Government system, however, taps the supply of the 
old Shwetachaung canal, which could not obtain water in the hot weather. An 
increase «f over 1,000 acres in Kyauksé was the result of improvements effected tn. 
the Sama and Myaunpgzon canals, and 2,196 more acres were served by tanks. In 
Minbu the distributaries were remodelled and the abundant cpm ger 
constant flow of water, with the result that the irrigated area incr by 6.999 
acres, and an increase of 8,740 acres in Magwe was due to the efforts of the people 

_ to take advantage of a favourable mor.soonby repairing their canals. Inngation 

expanded by 3,643 acres in Shwebo in spite of the fact that the rainfall was insuf 
cient to fill the Mu canal tillate in the seaenn, and the tanks of the adjoining distinct 
of Sagaing were enabled to irrigate 3,461 acres more than in 1003-04. In Yameéthin, 
the area served by private canals increased from 23,779 to 48,073 acres, 
Government irrigation reached only three-cighths cf the area nominally commanded 
by its operations. ae 
Pe In Lower Burma irrigation is mainly confined to the baling of water into 
“Mayin” paddy-felds and betel-vine plantations, but above the delta in Prome 
and Thayetmyo irrigation from small tanks and bunded streams is practised, and | 
Private enterprise was slightly more active in this directio., than in (ine previous 


year, 
Weather and Crops. 
‘Ihe mon: 120. The general character of the monsoon in the early and middle periods 
PR. was good, but with a a to excess. The later rains, however, on which 
the qualit of the paddy crop rgely depends, were capricious, with considerable 


periods of drought, which injuriously affected the weight of the grain. In Akyab 
drought in October was followed by excessive rain in November, and a crop which 
had promised exceptionally well was spoiled. In Sandoway the autumn breaks 
extended into November and serious damage was only averted by timely showers 
in December. Jn Northern Arakan the rainfall was throughout timely and agri- 
culture prospered, The crops of Hanthawaddy and Prome threshed out light for — 
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want of rain in October, and those of Pegu were further reduced by the: 
floods of July and August. In the delta districts the genéral charac 
ascribed above to the monsoon were predominant, but in ary yoda 
occurred in the middle rains,( On the other hand, Thatén and Amherst «& 
from floods in the middle period and the hopes of the cultivators, some 
had sown three times, were dashed by the early and abrupt close of the ra 
Floods also did damage in Tavyoy and Mergui, but in the Toungoo and Salwe 
districts the rainfall was abundant and well distributed. \. __ 7 rte 
In parts of Upper Burma the general meteorological condit ons of the ; 
Province w re reproduced, but on the whole they were more favourable, _ ie 












unusual for the rainfall io suit, in respect of abundance and distribation; bot 
dry and wet crops, yet this result was attained in Meiktilas .  ...- , : 
_  Shwebo and Kutha enjoyed a very favourable season, The Mandalay 
tract ard Kyauksé owed a light crop to the autumn floods, and Bhamis an 
Myitkyina were similarly affected. The later rains failed partially in § 
entirely in Yaméthin, reducing the sessamum crop in the former case and paddy 
and jowar in the latter. Excessive rain also damaged the sessamum crop in the 
Lower Chindwin and parts of the Ruby Mines districts, where the season was 


otherwise fayourab'e. : Be ae 
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131. The area under cropsin the seal 1903-04 waS 11,963,So4nctes. "ThE Cropped 
figures given in parsgrape go of the eee eport of that year Have been 2° te 
totia 
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revised in the light of later information. In 1904-05 there was an increase of 893,181 i 
acres in the crupped area. The most notable extcnsions were, in round numbety vant 
82,000 acres in Shwebo, 39,000 acres in Meiktila, 33,000 in Yaméthin, ahd 41,000 

in Pegu, The abnormal increase of 140,000 acres in the Lower Chindwin was'pai 
lilusory, the extension of supplementary a be demonstrat ng the inacc; - of 
previous figures. The favourable conditions of the carly monsoon stimulated Pade 
cultivation every where and the hopes raised at the commencement of the seasot 
were to a great extent r alised in Upper Burma. In That6n, however, héavy fléc 
reduced the cropped area _In Katha, the fertile Méhnyin valley, immune at léngt 
from Kachin raids, is rapidly coming under the plough.‘ The expansion 6f Culti- he 
vation in Myingyan and Mandalay was largely the result of improved method’ of ou 
Be epee The crops failed to mature on rather more than § per cent. of th® arta ; i 
undet cultivation. The failures, which were proportionately more frequent thai ih ee 
the previous year, were due to early floods or the failure of the later rains, t h : 
the latter in Mandalay were tco heavy for the dry crops. In Shwebo, whéte the 
rainfall is seldom abundant, it was unusually timely, and the proportion of fallures, | 
which in 1903-04 was one-half, fell to ongen thicteen. _ ate el we 








122. The cliniatic conditions of the commencement of the agricuk ural gea- Ares wader 
son were such a8 favour the substitution of paddy fo: other crops, and the afem varbos 
under rice was 9,265,464 acres, or 589,548 acres more than in the preceding. year. “°™ 
In Mandalay, under the influence of canal irrigation, three-quarters of the Bacay 
cultivation was replaced by paddy, and in the five distzicts af Sagaing, Kyauksé, 
Meiktila, Yamathin and Myingyan an extension ofrice cultivation by 173,835 acres 
coincided with areduction of 75.255 acres in te area under millet. The latter crop 
shared with paddy the extensions in Magwe, Merguiand the Lower Chindwin, The | 
ac under sessamum was 046,696" as against 993,679 in 1903-04, thoughthere  . ~ 
were large decreases in Magwe, Sagaing and Yamiéthin, attributable to an-unsuit- é 
able rainfall and the growing popularity of groundnuts. The cultivation of cotton nk 
responded to the good prices obtainable and to the encouragement afforded the 
distribution by Government of selected seed. ‘The crop, w ich occupied 5 vat 
acres, or 28,53! acres more than in the previous year, !s readily absorbed b 

inning mills, Tobaccoalsocommandeda ready market and, under favourable con- 
ditions as regards the formation of the alluvial islands on which it is grown, and on 
many of whichit is gradually replacing less remunerative crops, such as peas, 
onions, chillies, etc., an area of 76,390 acres, or 12,571 more than the year before, 
was devoted to its cultivation. Sugarcane tends to be displaced by gar Fatty 
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WV.= Pas and the once flourishing orange gardens of the Amherst district are rapidly disape 
708 


sup Da 0 eafing owing to the impover shment of the soit and the neglect of the cultiy tors, a 
gétsction. | 


Horticulture. 


Bee Herd 123. The long contemplated removal of the gardens of the Agri- Horticuitural 
Sechtez,  SOCiety of Burma to a site adjoining the Victoria Memorial Park was carried out 
during the year and a sum of Rs. 40,890 was expended on laying out and equips 
ping the grounds. A balance of Rs. 1,08,421 was at the credit of the Society at 


the end of the year for the completion of the work, which aims at making the 


Gardens a centre of experimental enltivation as well as a botanical collection. 
Taunggyi (Southern Shan Stated Sinlunkaba (Bhamo), Falam 
Katha, Myitkvina and Sima. re expenditure, which was increased by the 
‘appointment of an additional gardener at Taunggyi, amounted to Rs. 10,§47 and 
receipts from the sale of produce agrregated Rs. 2,615. At Sinlunkaba the vegeta- 
bles and flower gardens gave excellent results and neighbouring headmen started 
‘market gardens with profit to themselves. Additions were made to the orchard 


by grafts and cuttings, but the cultivation of the more delicate species of stone — 


= 


fruits has been abandoned as unsuited to the climate. On the other hand, e 
nv pen greengages of good flavour were obtained for the first time from the 
Bie alam garden and the cultivation of these and of peaches and apples was 
extended. Peaches were produced at Tiddira in the Chin Hills but were of poor 
quality. Experiments with potatoes were successful, bui wheat and oats failed. 
the strawberry crop was indifferent. Experiments were made with the Radso- 
cola bacteria o, nitrogen-absorbing bacteria on successive crops of peas. The 
characteristic nodules were found on the fourth crop and a clear culture was 
i obtained in which after four days the bacteria appeared. It is proposed to adapt 

the bacteria to other crops. Birds and insects destroyed the peach crop at 
_ Katha, but vegetables thrived anagne Taunggyi strawberry plants are doing well. 
Promising experiments were made with Manila hemp and cotton from 
its Sg In the Myitkyina gardens many of the trees fruited and_ potatoes 
and other vegetables were successful, but only two of the ten coffee trees planted 
at Sima have survived. At Taungpyi, however, the cultivation of Arabian 
coffee shews promise, and gratifying results have attended the introduction of 
oats and sweet potatoes. The fruit trees did well, but nectarines were spoiled by 
the early rains. | 

Experiments with sericulture were confined to the Southern Shan States, 
where it was hoped that the success attained in the similar climate of Kashmir 
would berepeated. These hopes were, however, disappointed. Only a few of the 
eggs, which were imported from France, hatched and the worms died for lack of 
wre ~ suitable food. Partial successes were obtained \ith the cultivation of Virginia and 
Fravana tobacco in Henzada, Minbu, Mandalay, Kyaukst and Ma-ubin. In the 
‘last named district the Havana variety ceniinued to be popular and the cultivation 
extended by 1,129 acres. The outturns varied frem 111 Ibs. to 1,000 Ibs. per 
‘acre and good prices were obtained, the exports of Havana leaf fron: Ma-ubin 
realising as much as the best Indian tnhacca, Samples of ic chewn at an exhibi- 

tion at Ma-ubin were pronounced to he of good quality, though badly cured. 
Experiments with tea in eight districts proved very discouraging, but coffee 
‘has been grown successfully in the Upper Chindwin as well as in the Southern 
Shan States. The introcluction of Chinese cotton met with very limited success, 


but expesiments continue and the distribution of selected seed of the indigenous 
varieties was undertaken. 
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Forests. 


Rexve.  é!25. The net addition to the area of reserved forest during the year was 373 
“Square miles and the total reached 20,411 square: miles. Thirty-eight reserves with 
_anaggregate area of 790 square miles were finally notified during the year. Of this 
area 396 square miles were in the Pegu Circle, where the settlement of 7% 


4. Experimental gardens were maintained, as in previous years, at 
124. Experimental gardens | (Chia Hills), 
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square miles awaited the orders of Government. An area of 374 square mild was 'V.—Pee . 
disafforested in the Chin Hills in deference to. the claims of village The pro- ts Doras. 
gress of settlement was considerably hampered by the dearth of officers. - BUTIon, — 
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126. Four hundred and seventy-nine miles of forest boundaries were demar- Seale, 


cated during the year ata cost of Rs. 3,519. Inthe Pegu Circle 1:9 square aes 


miles of reserves were surveyed by No. 20 Party, Survey of India, operating in the ~ 
Thayetmyo Division, and a number of boundary surveys were executed by local 
agency. In the Tenasserim Circle local parties covered a large area, but he 
work of the Survey of India was confined to traverse preliminary to survey. Two | 
parties were at work in the Upper Chindwin, Myittha, Mu and Katha Divisions a 
and surveyed 84§ square miles of forest reserves, besides 200 square miles in the 
Saggy Circle. The entire estimated cost of survey during the year was 
S$. 2,31,515- | | es, 
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12 q- A working-plan for the forests in the plains of the Rangoon Division, come Work ing- 
prisi:-g 83 square miles, was sanctiuned with effect fromthe tst pees 1905, the Pi" 
cost being Rs. 92 per square mile, and proposals for dealing with a further area of 

437 square mies have been submitted. The field work in three reserves, compri- 
sing 133 square miles, in the Thavetmyo Division was comp'eted. The pro of 
working-plans in the Tenasserim Circle was delayed by sickness, Bs the field a 
party only covered 50 square miles. Good progress was made with the operations =~ — 
inthe Upper Chindwin and Myittha Divisions, though they were hampered by a 
difficulties of transport. A working-plan for 39 square miles of reserve in the $ 
Pyinmana Division was sanctioned acing the year and another was submitted . 
which dealt with 248 square miles in the Ruby Mines Division, where new. opera- > 
tions were commenced in the Nahan reserves. Preliminary reports on working 
plate were prepared and approved in the Southem Circle (614 square miles) and 
or seven small fuel reserves in the Tharrawaddy Division. Out of a total forest 
area of 123,614 square miles only 3,266 square miles have been scientifically pre- 


pared for exploitation, and the strength of the staff has not permitted an adherence i we 


to the prograrame of operations. 


128. The number of prosecutions instituted for forest offences increased from Porat alm 


2,647 to 3,393. In the Pegu Division the appointment of a Ranger to rviseac= 


large fuel reserve was responsible for a large number of prosecutionstor petty 
offences. Forest prosecutions were nearly tivice as frequent in the. Tenassenm 
Circle as in the previous year and were the result of better supervision. The 
wholesale cutting of green teak for cart-wheels in the Thayetmyo Division was 
punished by the: tmprisonment of one man for six :mnonths and the fining of the 
village concerned, and a similar case was dealt with by the Thaungthut Sawéwe 
in the Upper Chindwin, Forest subordinates were implicated or suspected in 
serious cases in the Mu and Shwegyin Divisions. iy 23 
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129. Protective operations were carried out over an area of §,291,712 acres, Fire-protee 
of which 92 per cent. was successlully protected, the extension of the system *. | 
being more than counterbalanced by the larger area in which the work was un- 
successful. Although one fire in the Thaycetmyo Division was in progress tor ! 
eight days and four outbreaks burned 77,227 acres in the East Yoma teserve, ~ 9 
‘ protection was on the whole more efficacicus in the Pegu Circle, but senous 
damage was done to plantations. The fire season was exceptionally dry and 
protracted in the Tenasserim Circle, and in two divisions alone 71 optbreaks, -in 
several of which incendiarism was suspected, covered an area of nearly 28,000 
acres, In the Shwegyin Division two large fires were attributed to the attempts 
of cattle-thieves to obliterate theirtracks. The work of protection in Upper Burma 
was facilitated by the fall of rain in March and results were better than in the 
previous year, but two large fires in Pyinmana, one of which involved a valuable 


teak plantation, were attributed to incendiaries, who were not brought to justice. 


The cost of fire-protection during the yeat was Rs. 3,73,334- 


hay 
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‘=P, «140, The area of plantations was 44,25§ acres. More than half of thisares 

» Wad in the Pegu Circle where the plantation of teak on taungyas was widely extend 

sutioe. ed, though for want of supervision the results were indifferent. In the Tenasserim 

Pumsinea Circle, where fausgya plantations were extended by 1,112 acres, failures are 

and eepe attributable inainly to the early arrival of the rains. ~s a 

oe © — The rubber trees in the experimental garden numbered 7,636. gas ion. : 
i progress from October till the end of April and was found to be most pr ve 
lv the dry weather. Onc thousand four hundred and fifty pounds of rubber were — 
COllected and sent to London. The price obtained for the produce of the previous — 
year varied from 3s. 8d. to §s. 34d. per lb. The Mergui rubber plantation was further — 
eXtunded and protected by fencing against the ecpredations of wild caimals, by — 
w ich from 50 to 75 per cent. of the Hevea plants had beendestroyed: The whole — 
of the seed-crop of Hevea rubber was destroyed by a fungus, but other species 
rubber are doing well. The expenditure on the plantation since its formation hag — 
been Rs. 164,942. In the Pegu Circle, Hevea rubber was successfully grownand 
Mahogany made slow progress. !n Upper Burma, successful expenments Were — 
thade with camphor and Ficus elastica, and yews and deodars did well at 

: aye where, however, walnuts, eucalyptus and acacia were destroyed by 

cr Ckets, | 


REPURT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OP BURMA, (ieee 








Exupiee _ 131. The total outturn of timber and fuel in Burma was 54,930,855 cubic feet 

timber. as agamst 48,647,381 inthe previous year. Of this total more than56 percent, — 
tepresented rough logs of mature timber, but the proportion of unreserved woodg 
was considerably higher than in the previous year and the extraction of teak in the 
rough declined by 887,905 cubicfeet. In the Pegu Circle only 11 per cent, ofthe 
produce was extracted by Government agency, the outturn of timber inthe previous 
year having been swollen by a favourable floating season. The Rangoon depét — 
juspended operations on account of anthrax amongst the elephants. The timb« 
which should have been sent down was sold locally before the usual me, withthe — 
result that the receipts dunng the year were abnormally large. Thesmaller out- 
turn of teak in the Tecasserim Circle was mainly due to the difficulties of extract- — 

~ tion experienced by the lessees of the Toungoo forests. The system of purchase — 

contracts partially superseded extraction by Government agency in the Northern 
Cycle, where the amount of unreserved timber extracted by purchasers wasnearly 
three times as large as in the previous year. Heavy fellings of pysegado for the 
Burma Railways were carried vut in the Pyinmana Division by Government agency 
and the extractions of timber by purchasers in the Southern Circle were 18,480tons 
in excess of the previous year. The outturn of fuel throughout the Province was — 
more than.24 millions of cubic feet above that of 1903-04, and the value of minor 
{urest produce showed an advance of 14 Jakhs of rupees. 





Financial 132. While the expenditure of the Forest Department remained practical y 
unchanged, the total receipts rose from Rs. 85,19,404 to Rs. 1,09,61,494, and the 
surplus from 50 to nearly 74} lakhs. This result was partly due to the early sales 
of timber m the Pegu Circle referred to in the preceding par graph. 

Mines and Quarries. 
Concamivns, 133. The chief mining industries continue to attract enterprise and capital, 


the number of applicat‘ons for pining concessions of all kinds presented d 

the last ten months of 1904 and the first two months of 1905 Being 81, of whic 
41 were granted Several new syndicates and companies have been formed 
to develop “concessions and one or two firms of good standing not hitherto 

_ Interested in mming have now entered the field. The grant of concessions is 
regulated by the Mining Rules framed by the Government of India, except con 
cessions relating to the commoner minerals, for which rules have been framed 
und r the Lower Burma Land and Revenue Act, 1876, and the Upper Burma 
Land Revenue Regulation, 1889, and to precious stones in certain tracts in Upper 
Burma, to which the Upper Burina Ruby Regulation, 1887, : pplies. The rules 
have worked satisfactorily and no occasion has arisen for altering them, except in 
respect of the new industry of gold-dredging, for which special regulations ar- 
under consideration. 


a- 
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134. In the petroleum industry no effective competitor appeared in-the field 1Vi~Paos' 


against the Burma Oil Company which again largely increasedits output. » Negotia«°°rnon 


tions were in progress regarding arrangements for the construction by the Com- scrios.= 
pany of a pipe-line to connect the Yenangyaung and Yenangyat oil fields with, ~~ 


the refineries at Rangoon for the purpose of reducing the cost of carriage. The 
total production of oil in 1904 was 115,903,804 gallons, or 305751343 gallons 
in excess of the previous year. The Yenangyaung field, which has now been 
extended northwards to Singu in the Myingyan district, and the Yenangyat 
(Pakékku) field were still the only oil-fields which produced oil in ares uantities. 
Efforts were made by prespectors to follow up the course of the ric =bearin 
seams of these fieids, but concessions granted in the Lower Chindwin, Shwrebo an 
Upper Chindwin dis'ricts, and in Thayetmyo and Prome, proved unprofht ble. 
The Arakan oil-fields in the Kyaukpyu and Akyab districts continued to produce 
oil but the output was sinall. The provisions of the rules, which require that 
effective operations shall be begun within two years of the execution of a lease, 
have not hitherto been strictly enforced as regards mining leases for oil, and the 
tine allowed has generally been extended where there were indications of a bond 
fide intention to work the concession. A considerable proportion of the 
concessios granted have: consequently not vet been thoroughly tested. New 
conditions have been prescribed in licenses to prospect for oil, providing for the su 

of oil for the requirements of the Admiralty and fur the refining of the oil in British 
India, The Government of India is also considering the revision of the conditions 
-on which leases are granted. | 4 


rf | 


135. The production of rubies during 1904 was practically confined to the — 


Ruby Mines district. S:ones valued at Rs. 13,92,514 were won by the Ruby 
Mines Company during the year 1904 as against Rs. 14,68,636 tn 1903, though 
400,000 more truck-loads of earth were treated than in the previous year. 

royalties paid by native miners fell from Rs. 3,51,910 in 1903-04 to Rs. 3,2 ,372 
in 1904-05. The decrease is attributed to the exhaustion of the more accessible 
ground, The construction of an important drainage tuinel was undertaken to 


prevent the flooding of the mines. | - oe 


136. The total output of go!d during 1904 was 215°76. ounces. ‘The Got | 


Kyaukpazat mine, which produced 1,396 ounces ot gold in 1903, was closed during 
that year, the reef being worked out, and the output ef 1904 was almost entirely 
obtained by dredging. The Mining Rules contain no special provisions suitable 
for gold-dredging operations, tor which seseral concessions have been granted. 
During the ycar a number of applications for exploring or prospecting lhieenses and 
for mining leases for goid were deaii wilh and an cxpert examination of the 
gold-bearing rivers of Upper Burma is to be made with a view to the framing of 
suitable regulations. 


137. No coal of good quality has yet been produced : and owing tothe closing Cosy 


of the Letkékpin mine in February 1904 the output for the year fell to 1,105 tons. 
Although the results hitherto achieved have not been great, the commercial value 


of a local field coutinued to attract enterprise, and eleven fresh applications were. 


made during the year tor exploring and prospecting licenses. These applications 
related to many different loca‘ties, and included areas in Upper Burma and the 
Northern Shan States Thayetmyo and the Tenasserim coast districts. 


138. Tin-mining was confined to the districts of Mergui and Tavoy. TheTwa 


output nN 1g04 amounted to 1,388 cwt., valued at Rs. 1,723,631, an outbreak of berie 
beri at the principal mine in the Mergui district having interfered with the work. 


139. There was an increase in the quantity of jade extracted from the mines iN Jade 


the Myitkyina district from 1,169 cwt., valued at Rs. 77,691, to 2,244 cwt., valued at 
Rs, 1,§0,087, and during the year 1904-05 the value of the exports of the stone to 
China, which absorbs the whole of the output, exceeded by Rs. 80,000 the figures 
of the previous year. Dynamite was freely used in the working of the mines. 
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140, The old silver mines at Punshi in the Bharo district were examined 
an expert and found to be valueless. The fecs realised from the tourmaline industry 
at Mogdk fell from Rs. 1,058 to Rs. 726. One hundred and forty-five cwt. of 
steatite were extracted in the Minbu district and a few men were engaged in the 
corundum mines in the HillTracts of Myitkyina. A mining lease for plum 
was issued in the Ruby Mines district, and the working of marble in the Sagyin 
Hill Tract, Mandalay, was resumed by local miners. Gravel, laterite, stone metal 
and limestone were extracted in many districts to meet local requirements, . 


141. There is no indication that the staple home industries of the people are 
being displaced by the introduction of machinery or organised into large commercial 
enterprises. Factories haveabsurbed the rice, timber, oil and cotton industries and 
to a certain extent the manufacture of salt, but the simple domestic requirements of 
the bulk of the poculation and their love of ornament are for the most part satisfied 
by the pr ducts of local industry, which in many cases 1s merely supplementary 
to the great business of agriculture. in rural tracts nearly every Burmese woman 
can provide the evers -day clothing of the housekold, while in nt places the loca} 
silk weaver provides gala garments. Poiters, carpenters and blacksmiths and 
makers of shoes, mats and chercots are to be found wherever there is raw material 
and a demand for their wares, and gold and silver-smiths and lacquer-workers cater 
for the artistic instincts of the people. Oil and #gap are frequently home products 
and the latter, as manufactured in some of the delta districts, has attained a more 
than local celebrity. Excellence of workmanship has also secured for the silks of 
Amarapura, the mats of Ma-ubin, the acquenae of Pagan and the umbrellas of 
Bassein a wider, though still restricted, market, but cnterprise and advertisement are 
lacking and it may be said of most of the home industries of Burma that they are 
rather the inevitable outcome of a pressing local demand than the result of reasoned 
commercial activity. 

The numbers engaged on each industry are recorded in the census of 1901, 


et except in the case of skilled artizans are probably far below the actual num- 
rs. 
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142. Twelve more factories came under the ¢peration of the Factories Act, 
1*81. - The total numbercf factories at the end of the year was 202, of which more 
than half are situated in Rangoon. Nine new rice-mills were built, four in Rangoon 
and the rest in Lower Burina districts. The total number of operatives showed a 
corresponding increase froin 32,345 to 34.070, of whom 21,034 were employed in 
Rangoon town. . 

_ The health and treatment of factory operatives were generally reported to be 
satisfactory, but the coudiiuns of vork in ihe Government Press and the sane 
tary state of the cooly lines in Basscin were unfavourably eriticised, Steps are 
being taken to remedy the defects. Orders have aiso been issued to enforce the 
greater regularity of inspections. The rate of wages, already high, showed a further 
tendency to increase in spite of the steady flow of imported labour, The average 
remuneration of a Cooly in a rice-mill is tow Rs. 15. Hitherto, in Bassein it was 
only Rs. 13, and it is said still to be as low as Rs. 8 in Hanthawaddy. The wages 
earned by fitters and carpenters declined in some factories, but engine drivers in 
wasscin received Rs. 75 and Ks. 40 in sawemills and rice-miiis respectively as 
against Rs. 30 and Ks, 35 in the previous year, 


The number of women em loyed in factories decreased slightly, but anew rofe 


factory in Rangoon fcund employment for 1co more children. 
here were 161 accidents in the year as against 163 in the previous year. 
Only seven were fatal, but the number of serious accidents increased from 76 to 
80. The character of the accidents did not disclose the necessity for any further 
precautions. There were no convictions under section 15 of the Factories Act. 
It has been decided that for the present the Act should not be extended to 
Upper Burma. Inthe case of certain classes of factories the minimum number of 


ath eg was reduced. No other rules or general instructions were issucd during 
e year. 





- electrification of tramways. Cutlery and hardware maintained their position, in 


yet rRavk ks 
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143. The total value of the sea-borne trade of the Province in 1904°05 was [V.-Pae 

Rs. 42,18,00,740 as against Rs. 39,46,70,251 in the previous year. — 1c latter DUCTION | 

figure was itself unprecedented, and a further increase of 6°8 per cent, igasusiogn. 

striking indication of the expansion of trade. Foreign trade, of which, in the case 4, i 

of the chief Port, the United Kingdom absorbed 33°84 per cent, bore a smaller trade Total 

proportion to the aggregate volume thanin 1903-04, though its value increased by vales | 

more than a crore of rupees, and the most remarkable feature was the growth the 

export trade to India. sa 


144. Nincty-cight per cent. of the foreign imports cameto Rangoon, wheretheir Foregs ior 
total value was Rs. 8,94,45,014. This figureis exclusive of Government transac- Po Raw 
tions, the volume of which, owing chiefly to the import of locomotives and railway ee 
materials for the Burma Railways, was nearly twice as great asin the previous a 2 a 
and it represents an advance of 8°23 percent. inthe inward trade of the Port. € 
Cotton pa constituted 28 per cent. of the foreign imports at the chief Port and 
their value rose by more than 4o lakhs. The increase took place in spite of a 
smaller demand for twist and yarn, of which large stocks were in hand, anc in face 
of the high price of the raw material which affected the competition of European 
with Indian piece-goods. Woollen goods were also imported in much Jarger quan: 
tities, but a considerable portion of the increase, which amounted to over 15 lakhs 
in value, remained in stock at the end of the year. The consignments of raw silk, 
especially from Hongkong, showed a largeincrease. Pure silk piece-goods declined 
from 9,390,917 yards to 8,104,709 yards ; the imports from Japan decreased by five 
million yards in quantity and 29 lakhs of rupees in value, while the receipts from ie 
the Straits (largely of Chinese manufacture) were three and balf million yards in ex- mS 
cess of the previous year, ‘The total value of silk imported fellfrom Rs. 63,01,140 
to Rs. §6,72,030. There was a decline in the importation of wine for European 
consumption, but the cheaper forms of spirits were in great demand and the import 
of French randy rose by 10,000 gallons, Over-trading with Japania the previous 
year, in anticipation of the wa:. had outstripped the demand for matches, and the 
shortage of over two lakhs of rupees indicated the return of the trade to its normal 
dimensions. ‘The imports of metals declined from 1,197, 143 cwt. to 1,104,396 cwt. 

- Bar steel continues to replace bar iron, and tinned iron sheets were in strong demand 
for the oil trade, but the iron trade was overstocked in the previous year and the © 
importations of galvanized iron sheets in 1904-05, which rose by §7,000 cwt. 
were again beyond the requirements of the market. The construction of new nce 
and timber mills and steamers was responsible for 2 rise of over four lakhs in the ae 
value of consignments of machinery and mill work, and an increase of Rs.84,000 
under railway piant and colling stock represents part of the outlay on the = = ~~ © 





spite of a 40 per cent. increase in the previous year, the vale of the imports ©» 
being R-. 32,46,308 as against Rs. 32,52,734 in 1905 04. Inspiteofthegrowing = 
popularity of the locally refined oil and the failure of the cargo of Russian oil re- 

ceived at the end of the previous yearto find aready market, the importations of — 

kerogsne from the United States reached over two million gallons, or 700,000 

gallons more than in 1903-03. Heavy stocks of foreign oil temained unsold. The 

value of imported oil rose from Rs. 13,33,6:0 to Rs. 17,27,636. The prosperity 

consequent on a good harvest increased the demand for imported provisions, 

which ros: from Rs, §3,47,812 to Rs. 56,70,400, and included not only #geg: and =. - , 
salted fisn but also large quantities of British groceries. Salt, also, was imported’ = :*-> 
in larger quantities, the value being Rs. 10,60,148 as against Rs. 8,276,188 inthe pres 
vious year ; but part of this difference was due to a rise of 50 per cent. in the price 
of the German article, which successfully withstood the competition of the cheaper 
English and Aden products. The total quantity imported increased by nearly 3,000 
tons. The quantity of refined sugar ok Sat fellfrom 328,299 to 327,122 cwt., but 
prices were considerably higher than in the previous year, partly owing to the poverty 
of the beet crop. Only 5 percent. of the imports were bounty-fed. Arrivals from 
the United Kingdom declined by 48,000 cwt., while the imports from Java were 


double those of the previous year. | 
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1V.—Pae 145. The total value od foreign imports at a4 ae Pe earbed Ie ae rs 

nos . h less than in.the previous year. Soulm Per cent. 
uso mae Page atte The Swe ol the trade tn kerosene oil was remarkable, he 
Pre value cising from Rs. 77,734 to Rs. 2,07,280. The imports of betelnut increased 
cis: Niner in value by Rs. 50,c00, of which a large proportion went to Tavoy and Mergui. 
porta. Salt and sugar were amongst the articles less freely imported. Bassetn tends to 
_ _ draw its supplies from Rangoon, and tts inward loreign trade shows a steady decline. 


ox 346. While the percentage of increase on the foreign import trade of the chief 


j 


‘per cent. The decline of the teak, cotton and cutch trades explains this comparative — 


ports Ram port was 8°23, exports, though of tar greater value, shewed an increase of only 1°23 | 
goon, 


stagnation. The shipments of teak from Rangoon were lower than they have been 
for some years, though the price has risen considerably. Exports to the United 
Kingdom fell in quantity from 36, 164 to 21,328 tons and in value from Rs. 47,42,689 © 

, to Rs. 28,54,563, and Ceylon, whichis the only other considerable purchaser, 

7 6,000 fewer tons than in the previous year. ‘The decrease may be attributed : 
to the competition of Java and Siam timber and partly to the existence of large 
stocks at the end of the previous year. The cutch trade exhibited a heavy falling 
off f om the figures of 1903-04, which were, however,abnormal. The decrease from 
109,850 cwt. to 60,362 cwt., representing a loss to trade of not much less than 
10 lakhs, was the natural vesullgpt the discovery of a substitute by chemical science, 
but was probably assisted bythe exhaustive workings of previous years. The 
exports of raw cotton fell from 97,181 cwt., worth Rs. 26,38,785 to 50,345 cat., 


% valued at Rs. 13,90,679. The crop, though more extensively grown, was not 
4 abundant, being spoiled by the Oc:tober rains. 

3 | Rice constituted 8: per cent. of the total exports. The increase in the trade 
¥ is not fairiy repres nted by the valuecf the transactions, which rose from 
‘ Rs. 10,25,94,489 to Rs. moe NE for prices ruled generally lower and the ship- 


ments were more than 160,000 tons in excess of the previous year. Exports to the 
United Kingdom increased by 25,000 tons and Italy, Sweden and the Balkan 
States were larger buyers, while the most notable decrease in the European trade 
occurred in the shipnicnts to Austria, Germany and Holland. There was a heavy 
decline inthe rice trade with the Straits Settlements and the Philippines, but 
| 9,147,269 cwt., or nearly 4 of the whole quantity exported, went to Japan and the 
requrements of South America were 24,0c0 tons in cxcess of the previous 
year. The increasing demand for caoutchouc in the European and American 
| markets and the high prices obtainable raised the export of this commodity from — 
Sa 566 cwt.to 1,871 cut. There was a remarkable rise in the quantity and value 
a | ) of hides exported, especially tothe United Kingdom, which contributed nearly 10} 
is lakhs towards 2 total cf Re. 32,19,7353, the Diilish share of the previous year’s 
trade (Rs. 24,68,315) being Rs. 5,795,745. The quality of jade consigned by sea 
~ was infenor, and though shipments were large in bulk the value declined 
| from Rs. 8,22,585 to Rs 6,24,050. Mineral oils were exported to the value of 
| Rs. 28,05,987 as against Rs. 10,04,660 inthe previous year. The establishment of 
| agencies in Chinaand the Straits Settlements largely extended the trade in kerosene 
: j oil with those places and there was a stronger demand for paraffin wax, especially 
pS in the United Kingdom. There were also heavy home consignments of oi! for use 
ee : as fuel on the vessels of the Burina Oii Company. 





. a 
Foreign ex- 147 The value of the foreign export trade from the smaller ports aggregated 
_ Panta, Minor Rs. 3,43,14,048 as against Rs. 3,23,06,923 in 1903-04. The enhanced shipments 
wie of rice from Moulmem, Tavoy and Bassein were the main factor in this result, the 
teak trade shewing a decline in value of 8} lakhs, Moulmein absorbed 42 per cent. 
of the trade of the outports, Bassein, which during the year made its first shipment 


of nceto South America, coming next. The rice trade of Akyab with foreign 
ports declined by more than 5 lakhs, 


Coasting 148. The total value of the coasting trade of the Province was R 
Ss. 16 123,413 
wade. or Rs. 1,68,76,929 more than in the previous year. The increase was he MONG 
noticeable in exports than in imports, the former rising by 22°97 per cent, whercas — 






Pom eo TeADe.- a7 


the percentage of increase in the latter was only 2% per cent. In Rangoon, gunsg- ietaw, 





bags, betel-nuts and piece-goods from Bengal were the principal items im ap wocreage SOSUOS f 


of nearly 312 lakhs in the import trade, while the Indian demand for Burma -gige : 





ab's in the case of raw cotton (Rs. 2,44,000), jade (Rs. 88,000) and silver 





ae - 

and the phenomenal popularity of Burma oil were responsible fora neeof over 
one crore and 27% lakhs in the value of exports. ee Rie eae Gee 
_- The coasting trade of the subordinate ports shewed an advance of 64 per = 
cent., ‘he enhanced value of exports being nearly four times as great as that of ae 
imports. nae a pak See 
149. The total volume of inland trade reached a value of Rs. 4,03,49,455, Of Trastos 

334 lakhs more than in the previous year, but the increase was pr ior teema 
much greater in exports than tn imports, the percentages of increase being 16 and Pit : 
3°7 respectively. ‘1 he statistics of trade were recorded at 38 stations, fourofwitch == = 
were newly established during the year on the trade routes to the Southern Shan’ 2... 
‘States, in order that the commercial value of the projected railway might bemoge en 
accurately gauged. Double registration was prevented by the establishment of "= 
check stations, and the difficulty which traders had occasionally experienced tm 
obtaining passes at the reinoter posts was reducedtoa minimum. The cost of the — i 
registering establishment was Rs. 17,412. 4 at a . 
150. The disproportion between the export and import trades was most notice- Waser 

able in the case of Western China. The value of exports was nearly five lakhsinex-Camme 
cess of the previous year, while there was a decline of 2°56 per cent. in the imports, AP ee Se 
which are reduced by the ‘restrictions p'aced on the introduction of Yinnan opium ae. 
‘into Burma. On the other hand, the establishment of the impenal Chinese customs “2°22 = 
at TéngyUel:, the improverrent of communications, the grant of arebate onthe Ran= Pa 
goon import tariff and the respect paid to transit passes by the collectors of dskia, » 
bave all tended to stimu'ate the export adil the growth of which was most notice... 3 7 | 5 


(Rs. 1,33,000). Me | g ve bs 
151. The total value of trade with the Northern Shan States rose fom gye0Suem 

Rs. 96,35,227 to Rs. 1.11,25,964, the percentage of increase being !1‘9for imports | 
-and 20°7 for exports. The commercial value of the railway is indicated ‘by the 
_gtowth of the inward tea trade and the «enhanced demand for European. eotton 

goods, which together added about Rs. 984,000 to the volume of trade. po 

_. Some portion of the apparently enor:nous expansion of trade with the South- 
-em Shan States, which, as indicated by the returns, amounted to Rs. 27,36,000 

more than in the previous year. must be attributed to the improvement of the : 
system of registration. Almost every article, both of export and import, shared in — 
t 


, 


‘which the movements of silver accounted for Rs. 24,833,733. 

153. Both the inward and outward trade with Northern Siam responded to theg 
more peaceful conditions obtaining on the border and to the development of com 
-munications with Burma, but the Rahi.ng route declined in popularity and the 

‘trade with Southern Siam was less than half that of the previous year, the establish- 

ment of a Kheddah in Burma having reduced the imports of elephants and the 
consequent export of silver. The total trade with Siam declined by rather more 
‘than 4¢ lakhs, or from Rs. 81,97,951 to Rs. 77,69,991. i 


153. The bulk of the trade with Karenni consists of teak, of which a much Karenal. 
smaller quantity was produced than in 1903-04, the remittances of silver im ex- 
change being correspondingly restricted. The value of tle whole trade declined 
from Rs. 41,45,097 to Rs. 32,70,340. a” 


Public Works. 


154. For the administration of Public Works, the Province was divided, as iN General. 
‘1903, into four Circles of Superintendence for works in the Roads and Buildings 
Branch with a fifth special Circle for irrigation works. A general revision of, and 


be ; 
= c] & 


s result, the whole volume of trade being valued at Rs. 1,14,56,224, out Of . +2 
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1V.—Peo increase in the establishment, which was sanctioned from the 1sth February, was 
‘ aires. not cafried into effect until after the close of the year. With t exception of a 
 svnios. few minor changes, the divisional charyes remained as in the preceding year, the 


‘Kengtong, Hlawga Water Works and Town Lands Reclamation Divisions bem 
administered wae the direct orders of the Chief Engineer. beg 
The aggregate expenditure on public works during the Me amounted to 
Rs. 1,25.93,934 out of a total grant of Rs. 1 31,48,413. Of the total outlay, 
Rs. 39,20,331 were spent on civil buildings and Ks. 36,72,282 on communications 
from rovncial funds alone, and Rs. 21,79,275 on miscellaneous public na 
ments from all sources. Charges for establishment amounted to 17 lakhs of 
rupees. , | 
Civil Works—Imperial. , 


Berna 155. The demarcation of the Burma-China Frontier wit!, permanent boundar, 
China pillars ia the most northerly point to the junction of the eee 
Frosty, ween rivers was completed by the erection of permanent boundary pi 
work was carried out by the Burma Company of the Queen’s Own Sappers and 
Miners. 
Wireless Telegraph stations were started at Slipper and Diamond Islands 
with a view to establishing communication between the Andamans and Burma 
= Materials were carried across, sites selected, and work started on both Islands. 
The outlay on Imperial works was Rs. 12,966. 


Buildings—P rovincial. 


The 


- | Customs 156. The construction of a Bonded-Warehouse at Bhamo, with quarters for a 


Custcms Officer, was completed. — 


Post Offices 157. The aecessity f r increased accommodation at the Head Post Office 
in Rangoon and Mandalay has become pronounced and the provision of new and 
enlarged buildings is under consideration. 

Post Offices were construct at Kanyutkwin, Syriam, and Bassein, with 

a quarters for the Postmaster at the latter place. 

_ Offices, with quarter: f r Superintendents of Post Offices, were commenced 
at Akyab and Ménywa, and quarters for Postal Clerks were completed at Mogodk. 
_ Combined Post and Telegraph Offices were completed at Dala, Kamaing, 

Saw and Pyinmana, and are under construction at Méngnai, in the Southern 

Shan States. Accommodation was provided in the Post Office at M inbya for the 

peepa Office, and the circuit-house at Pegu is being converted into a com- 

bined Post and Telegraph Office. 


‘Tdegraphs. 158. The rapid erosion of the river bank at Elephant Point necessitated the 


ili ig and re-erection, further inland, cf the Telegraph buildings and out- 
ouses. 

A new office was provided at Tavoy and o..e at Ye was under construction, 
and the battery room attached to the office at Akyab was extended. The Tele- 
graph buildings in the civil station and Cantonments at Shwebo were extended. 

engine shed ws built to house machinery for eleciric plant at the Head Office, 
Mandalay. 

At Maym o an office and quarters for the Superinterdere of Telegraphs. 
Upper Burma Division, and quarters for three clerks, were completed, and com- 
bined quarters and office were provided for the Subdivisional Officer at ‘Myitkyina. 


The signallers’ quarters at Akyab were improved and ters for the Telegraph 
Master and signallers at Kalewa cla pleted. Ee ee a 2 


159. Residential quarters at Maymyo for the Chief, General, Revenue, and 
Public Works Secretaries and the Inspector-Genera! of Police were completed. 

The piped water-supply to Government House, Mandalay, was completed 
and all the electric plant moved within ‘he fort wall. Quarters were provided at 
Government House, Rangoon, for the Accountant, | Hospital Assistant, and 
Steward, and a few minor improvements were effected. 


Administra- 
on. 


Pe 


A combined record-room and treasury strong-room was constructed for the !V—Pre 
new district of P apén. An office and recordsroom for the Land Records Depart- tes weer» 
ment at Kyaukpyu were practically completed, and materials collected for a similar BoTIGR. | 
work at Akyab. A building to accommodate the Land Records and Town 
Lands Offices and Survey School at Bassein was started, but work was stopped 
pending consideration of the advisability of converting the building into a court 
house for the Divisional and Distr:ct judges. The extension of the District — 
record-room at Mogdk was in progress, and a record-room for the District ofhces 
at Katha completed. . i oy 

The treasury buildings at Kyaukpyu were improved, and a treasise-vault was 
completed at Sinbaungwe. E - | 

ight new opium shops were built at various places and ten others were 
extended or improved, while two shups were dismantled and re-srected on more — 
suitable sites. 7 EY 

The conversion of ‘‘ Salween House,”’ Moulmein, into quarters for the Com- ‘ 
missioner, Tenasserim Division, was undertaken ; quarters were built for Superime | 
tendents of Land Records at Thayetmyo, Pegu and Tavoy, and a residence was 
commenced at Falam for the Superintendent, Chin Hills. ee 

Loilem having been selected as the headquarter of a division of the | 
Southern Shan States, quarters for the Assistant Political Officer with a pers 
manent office and court were commenced at that station. A record-roomat 
2 398 was started. Permanent quarters were begun for the Assistant Political 

c 


aa 


+ 


er at Tangyan and progress wa made with similar quarters at Sad6én and | 
Sima. . + vs fis oie ‘t : 
’ Ne) 5 ~j 
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“ ray re 

iGo. A site was selected at Rangoon for the New Provincial Museum and MinerDe- - 

the Museum at Pagan was completed. One of the;buildings on the Palace platform *"""™* =a 
at Mandalay was adapted as a museum for illustrating the dress and customs of the = 


‘ ‘ 
“ 3 
-- — 
‘ . . 
— eS = ——————— 


different tribes of :3urma. oe eae aS 
The pyatthat over the Lion Throne on the Palace platform (Mandalay) 8  =— 
showed signs of collapsing and it became necessary to take it down: the work of — a: 
re-erection is now in progress. A small masonry pyzéthaé was built at Amarapora A 
over the spot where Shwebo Min’s remains were incinerated. ; . Pe ! 
161. A gymnasium was constructed at the Government College, Rangoon Education, 


An Anglo-Vernacular school-house at Maymyo for joo pupils, which aims 
at the provision of facilities for the education of domiciled European and Eurasian 
children in a good climate, was nearly finished during the year; the boarding _ 
house for 30 pupils, with masters’ quarters, which are part of the scheme, were sy 
completed in the preceding year. A piped water-supply has been made available. 

Ar Anglo-Vernacular schnol for too boys at Thazi, anda Normal school 
at Mandalay, with boarding accommodation for 40 pupils, were completed. : > a 

_ Quarters were built for the head-master of the Schoo! for the sons of Shan 
Chiefs at Taunggyi, and various additions and improvements were made to the - 
school buildings. vhs ae 

The — equipment of the Empress Victoria Buddhist Girls’ School — 
was improved, ‘The enlargement of the Governmert High and Normal schools, 
and the construction of a school for drawing and Sl6jd, and of a Buddhist Society’s 
School at Moulmcin were taken in hend, ae 
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162. The Mogdék cemetery was extended, Newstables and a coach-house Ecc 
were built at Bishop’s Court, Rangoon. ation 


163. The design and estiinate for the new Chief Court at Rangoon were sub- taser 
mitted to the Government of India for the sanction of the Secretary of State. ) 
The cost of the project is estimated at about 224 lakhs of rupees. 

The roof of the building in which the Court of Small Causes, Rangoon, is 
located was altered in order to admit more light and air, and the sanitary com — 

_ NeCtions were re-arranged, 
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--eertain additions and alteratto 


‘'Commupsioner’s quarters at 


‘s Maymyo. 


io REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF BURMA. Hisckéa 


Several buildings were undertaken during the year in anticipation of the 
requirements of the new Judicial Service. A new Sessions Court was under 
coustruction at Pegu: the !istrict Judge’s Court at M oulmein is bem. extended 
to provide a court hoiie for the Additional Judge. The construction of a Court 
house for the Magistrate and Judge was started at Pyu and additional accommo- 
dation is also being provided for the Nyaunglebin cou ts. A combined Subdivé 
sional and Township court house at Homalin, Upper Chindwin, was dearly com- 
pleted; court houses for the Township Officer, Satthwa, and the Civil Judge at Pan- 
tanaw were finished, quasters and a ‘court house for the Civil Officer at Sinlun, 
Bhamo, were half completed, and extensions were carried out to the Subdivisiona 
court houses at Wuntho, Mawlu and Indaw. ‘The court buildings at Mandalay, 
Thabaung, Kyaukpyu, Ma-ubin, Rangoon (Hanthawaddy), Dedayé and Danubyu 
were altered and extended. Accommodation ae provided for eee Judges 
at Myohaung, Kyauktan and Maungdaw, by enlary ing existing court houses: an 
proviaien mas inside in the Treasury Buildings for the office of the Subdivisional 
Officer, Kyaukpyu. ‘Ihe following buildings are also in course of erection: Sub- 
divisional Officers’ Court, Paungdé ; Township Courts, Thagon and Okpo ; court 
and offices at Myaungmya ; court and offices for township officer and Civil Judge 


at Einmé; court and offices at Wakéma for Subdivisional and Township cers ; 


“combined courts for Township Officer and Township Judge at Maulmeingyun; 
district court house at Pvapén, and Township office at In yaiklat. “it 

Quarters for the Deputy Commissioner were completed at Kyaukpyu, and 
. ns were made to those at Prome, Pyapén and 
Commissioners’ and Subdivisional officers’ quarters 
ectively, Materials were collected for the Assistant 
Paungdé and quarters for a Myodk were built at 


4 







Ma-ubin and to the Assistant 
at Ma-ubin and Wakéma resp 










164. Guod progress was made with the construction of the new Jail at Mout- 
‘mein, which is nearing completion; the outer and inner walls, wards, dormitories, 


“hospitals and work sheds were finished. Work on the Mogdk jail progressed 
a & 


aa 


o nt oan 


-Satisfactorily, considering the difficulty in securing labour. | 
The water-supp!y of the Mandalay Jail having been condemned, a tube well 
was sunk within the jail enclosure ; but arrangements for lifting and distnbuting the 


water have still to be carricd out. | ribs Oy, oe 
Minor imprevements were made to the Sandoway, Akyab and Kyaukpyu 


Jails, and a steam-cooking apparatus was provided at Myaungmya. 


Military 
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Additions and improvements were made to the jail granary at Henzada and 
a new sale-room and quarters for the Deputy Jailor were erected at Prome, . 


; - eo 
16¢. Permanent barfackiare under construction at Taiuneeyi and Ngwelong, 
Southern Shan States, and work is well advanced. At Loikaw quasters for. the 
, Assistant Commandant were practically completed, and a rifle range. provided. 
At Loilem two temporary barracks with quarters for Native officers were built to 
meet urgent requirements. ; : Be A a es 
- + Permanent barracks fur four companies were nearly completed at M , and 
_at Pyapén construction was well advanced. Barracks to sasceael one 
_company of Military Police were commenced at Pakdékku. On the Shote at 
Mandalay lines for 100 men were completed, and vregress was tiede with the 
provision uf accommodation for the Military Police at Maymyo. | 
. The block-house at Mindat-Sakan was converted into a’ barrack for the Chin 
Police, and a defensible barrack was built at Hilong Sakan. At Myanaung, Le- 
myethna, Okpo and Urittaung, barracks were constructed for smal} detachments. 
A guard-house was built at Tharrawaddy, and barrack accommodation provided 
for the guard at Tawa. 
_ The temporary barracks at Paletwa (Northern Arakan Hill Tracts) were 
_ converted. into permanent buildings and various improvements and additions were 
“camied out in the lines and barracks at Rangoon, Minbu, Bhamn, Gwa and Pan: 
tanaw: barracks were completed at Tapun, Gyobingauk, Zigén and Kungyangén, 
and were under construction at Einmé and Ményo, The extension of the hospital at 


Fo 
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Mogaung and the provision of accommodation forthe Hospital Assistant were half pb aE ag i 
finished. The Military Police Hospital and married quarters at Pegu were im- pe lt 


proved and a hospital ward was under construction at Prome. | BUTIOD. 

Progress was made with the construction of a native officer's quarters at 

areenane the native officers’ quarters at Myitkyina were renovated and supe 

lgmented. F 
t Rifle ranges were eaepleted at Tharrawaddy, Shwebo and Myitkyina and 
half finished at That6n. , 

A block-house for 25 men was built at N'Pumbum, and the defences of the 
post at Warrabum were nearly compiktted. A semi-permanent outpost was built 
at Letmasvik ; improvements were made to the outposts at Kamaing, Tawiggyi 
and Kutkai. For similar work at Naldn, a mule road 43 miles long was construat- 
ed to facilitate the transport of materials. Materials were collected for the cons 
struction of the Battalion Commandant’s quarters at Falam, Chin Hills, and the 
permanent re-construction of the cubaary buildings of the Commandant’s quarters 
at Mandalay Shore was completed; quarters for Assistant Commandants were 
built at Mandalay Shore, Sinlun and Katha. 


sw. < 
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166. First-class police stations at Ngazun and Toungoo were completed, and Civil Pata 
work on the stations at Pyapén and Papun were in progress. 

Police stations of the second claSs were completed at Gangaw, Natogyi and 
Myaung, and one with quarters for Civil and Military Police at Yedashe was 
nearly finished. 

Fhird-class stations were completed at Kunzeik, Maliwun and Kyunpyathat, 
and those at Taukkyan and Shweli were nearing c:ompletion; additions and 
alterations were m-<de to the stations at Pantanaw, and estimates were sanctioned 
for stations at Labuita, Kyaukkyi, Satthwa, Lamenu and Kindaunggyi. : 

Fourth-class stations were cempleted at Kumé, and under construction at 
Myomachaurg and Lashio. Work as begun on the building of barracks, stables 
and stores fur 14 mounted Indian constables at the Mogul Street Sipe Guard, 
and a three storied brick barrack '« acconymodate married and single police and 
sergeants, and an European Inspector at the Pansodan Guard, Rangoon, was.com- 
menced. an additional water supply was provided for this Police station and for 
those at Alén and Minyala, Rangeon. be 

Quarters were completed at Pvawbwé, Meiktila, Saw and Akyab, to provide 
accommodation at each station for the sanctioned strength. At Seikkyi, barracks 
were under construction fur single and married men, thc thanna being converted 


into quarters for a head constable. Quarters for 24 married men at Henzada aa 
were well forward. Work was in i an pile, ila quarters at a ae 3 
and Myitkyiiia, and on accommodation for the Town Police at Myingyan ang - 


Bassein. P| 

Semi-permanent cottages for sergeants and n.en were built at Kawhmu, The- 
thit, Thongwa, Tantabin, Tawiaté and Pyawbwé: permanent cottages at Labutta 
were nearly finished and were under construction at Pyapon; the cottages at 
Tharrawaddy and Ma-ubin were improved ; a veterinary iiospital for eight transport 
animals was built at Mogdk ; and an estimate was sanctioned for the dismantle- 
ment aid ie-erection uf the Police Magazine at Ma-ubin. 

, Quarters for the Commissioner of Police, Rangoon, were provided -by the 
purchase of a house in the Cantonment. (Quarters for the District Superintendent 
of Police were completed at Tavoy ; and additions and alterations were made to 
the quarters at Myaungmya, Ma-ubinand Sandoway. Progress was made on the 
District Superintendent's and Assistant Superintendent's quarters at Tharrawaddy, 
and the Subdivisional Officer’s quarters at Monywa were nearly completed. 
Quarters were built for a European Inspector at Maymyo and those at Kyaukpya 
were improved ; a house fora Burman Inspeci2r was under construction at Kun- 
gyangé6n. 

A house was purchased at Meiktila as an office for the District Superin- 
tendent of Police, and record racks were provided for the office at Paletwa. 
8 
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1V—Pro- 167. The estimate for the new General Hospital at Rangoon was sanctioned 
DUCTION by the Secretary of State towards the close of the year. Matenals were c lIlected 
ap osral- OY ary a atk ted | 
soto. in large quantities at the site and the earthwork was started, nearly one and half 
Medaat _ lakhs of rupees being spent on the work up to the close of the year. The project 
provides a main building 700 feet long, and three storeys high, fitted with th 
test modern improvements, to accommodate—in addition to operating theatres, 
anzsthetic and splint ard bandage rooms, waiting and consulting rooms, and 
administrative offices—440 beds (103 for Europeans and 337 for natives): there — 
will also be a pauper ward of 50 beds, a paying patients block with accommoda- 
tion for 28 beds, an out-patients’ department, and residential quarters for the 
Superintendent, Resident Medical Officer, three Assistant Surgeons, ten Hospital 
Assistants, 44 nurses, six sisters, matron, steward, clerk and ser -in- 
charge, besides 127 menials. Other buildings will be the kitchen on the latest 
‘approved lines, the dairy, steam laundry and mortuary. — Ihe. whole scheme, 
exclusive of Public Works Department charges for establishment and tools and. 
plant, is estimated to cost atout 27 lakhs of rupees. | : 
The old hospital buildings, which were taken over from the Rangoon 
_ Municipality at the end of the year, were provided with new outhouses, and other 
‘minor improvements were effected. Two temporary sheds to accommodate ten 
plague patients were built on the site of tie Contagious Diseases Hospital, 
An infectious diseases' ward and a laundry were added to the Hospital at 
Maymyo. | 
4 "T e Civil Hospital at Kepexpocnre was completed and certain improve- 
ments made to those at Tapun, Mogék, Kindat, Paungbyin and Twante, which 
included, in the case of the last-named, the sinking of a six-inch tube well. 
Materials were collected and work started on third class hospitals with dispen- 
saries at Ta:kkyi and Théngwa. The erection of a Government ward for go lepers in 
St. John’s As;lum, Mandalay, was begun, and award for 20 lepers with outhouses 
was sanctioned for Moulmein. — 
A contagious diseases wardfor the Tharrawaddy Hospital was completed ; 
iso a vaccine depét at Mciktila, anda dispensary as an addition to the Civil 
Hospital at Taungyy: The mortuary for the General Hospital at Akyab was 
completed and materials collected for a moribund ward at Paletwa. A barrack 
to accommodate twelve female lunatics was built in the Asylum at Rangoon. | 
} Quarters for the Civii Surgeon, Maymyo, were completed, the Civil 
pet quarters at Henzada re-roofed, and outbuildings provided for the 
Medical Officer at Paletwa. ; 


Miscella- 


168. Work on the construction of the east and west wings of the New Public 


Offices was pushed forward vigorous'y through the year and the buildings are 
approaching completion ; the expenditure during the year was about six lakhs of 
rupees, : 
Rangoon having been found to be uisuitable as a station for magnetic 
observation, a new observatory consisting of a self-recording house and an 
absolute house with quarters for observer, recorder and staff, was erected at 
Toungoo, and the instruments trar sferred to it. | | 

ircuit-houses were under construction at Pegu, and completed at Kyauk- 
pyu, and additions were mide to the huilding at Meiktila. he cut-bu'ldings o 


tne circuit-house at Bhamo were removed and re-erected with extensions ona 


new site, 

Five more blocks of semi-detached quarters for clerks at Rangoon were 
practically completed. Quarters and an cffice for the Public Works Department — 
Officers at Victoria l’oint and Kyaukpyu were finished, and work on an office and 
Quarters for the Subdivisional Officer in charge of light-houses at Rangoon was 
well in hand. Quarters were constructed for Luwer Subordinates at Maungdaw, 
‘Tharrawaddy and Pyapén. Improvements were made in the clerks’ quarters at 
Taunggyi and Maymyo, Quarters’ for the Public Works Office staft at Myit-- 
kyma and Bhamo were nearly finished. | . 

_ Work on the removal and re-construction of the Public Works Department 
Divisional Office at Bassein and on the construction of quarters for an Upper 










one | _ COMMUNICATIONS 


Subordinate at ZigOn, and for the Subdivisional Officer at Pyapéo, progressed. ; The 1V—Peer*: 
office of the Executive Engineer, Tharrawaddy Diva eee ete (ED Sure 
store-godown enlarged to provide additional record space. Permanent servapte’ OFM. 
quarters were added to the Subdivisional Officer's quarters, and estimatep = 
sanctioned for new quarters fora Sub-Overseer and Accountant at Myaungmys. 
Materials were collected for the Executive Engineer's qua::crs.at Ngwelong, | 
which in future is to be called Loimwe, and work was commenced on the housing, 
of the Assistant at Loilem. E gy! oF Ray 
Two godowns in the Public Works Department store-yard at Rangoon were. 
begun and materials purchased. A store-godown was built at Pegu; those at 
Mogok were dismantled and new ones huilt on anew site. Work wascommenced 
on godowns at NyaungleLin and Zigén, and similar buildings at Loimwe were thy 
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completed. | ¢ : Sere 
The light-house yard at Rangoon was removed from the Public Works = 8 © 
Department store-yard and re-erect.d on another site. i AAP als) Ce 
, , es — thd A ee fos Nees. 
Communications. | | Ee 
7p The following statement summarises the progress made in the improve> Case 
ment of communi ations in the province. :— na a 
a 4 
a a 
a ~ | Roads abandoned | New rasds added | Total length in use 
Roads. during the year. | during the year. at end of year. 
| N 
eee a. I x =i a 
i : ‘ 
: Miles. 
Metalied roads. 1,516°79 
Unmetalted roads 317047 
Other roads 3,799°40 
| Total ’ 








170. Thast-Taunggy1-7 akaw road.—The section connecting Taunggyi, the Meadied 
headquarters of the Southern Shan States, with Thazt on the Rangoon-Mandalay 
Railway was greatly improved at an expenditure of approximately two and quarter 
lakhs of rupees; a large number of masonry culverts and auseways were built 
and the road widened and improved. Good prvgress was made on the seciion {rem 
Taunggyi to Wampé6n; all the earthwork, 49 bridges and eight causeways were 
stueleted Work on the Wampén-Takaw section was weli advanced, many of 
the permanent bridges and culverts were built and others well in hand. The cast- 
road, which takes the placc of the old mule-track, has been opened to traffic to 
within a few miles of Takaw on the Salween river. “ 
Toungoo-Thandaung road,—With a view to the adaptation of this road to 
tonga re motor traffic the gradients on the first section have been eased, the 
road widened, bridges rebuilt and the road-surface metalled. On the hii secivil 
all the cutting and blasting work was done and the construction of stone mason 
bridges pproaches Jomntonoa, The sanctioned estimate for this section, whic 
has a maximum gradient of one in 20, was Rs. 7,44,199. With the exception of the 
bridge across the Sittang it is expected that the road will shortl open to 
c. Plans and estimate for this bridge are under preparation; the design pro- 
peed will consist of four central spans of 114 feet each and two land spans of 95 
eet each between centres of piers. . 
Thabetkhyin- Mog 6k voad.—Extensive improvements to this road by re-align- 
ment, regrading and metalling have been undertaken with a view to the develop- 
ment of the Kuby Mines district. The year's operations extended over three- 
fourths of the road. All water tables were replaced by culverts; new bridges 
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and alterations of old structures were pushed forward, and three miles of meta) 
consolidation were completed. ’ we 
The Rangoon-Prome road was equipped with new culverts and truss. 
bridges, and the first 174 miles of the first section of the Chinese Frontier Road 
were completed with metalling throughout. es P 
sé rovress was made onthe minor lines of communication. So much 
of the Pegu-Tandawgyi road (16j miles) as traverses waste land was Neted: 
and onthe road connecting Hiégu and Paungey! (17 miles) afew bridges. 
and the metalling of the last few miles remain to done. At H , the Pazun- 
daung creek onthe road to Rangoon was bridged, and the erection of bridges onthe 
tap road from that town to the railway at Dabein and on the road connectng 
Tawa wit Banbwegén made gouu piugress, — ts on 4 
~The Hmawbi-Shweli road (length 6} miles) was improved for cast traffic, 
the consolidation of half a mile of metalling only remaining to complete the work. 
The feeder road from Ela Railway Station to Léwe was nearly completed; the. 
rebridging and metalling of the M/inbu-Salin road was commenced, and the Yenan- 
= ah wingdn road was completcd. | p's ar 
‘The roads connecting Singén with Kawlin and Wuntho were metalled, and 
-aroad to link the civil station at Lashio with the railway approaches completed. 
At Maymyo 15,000 lineal feet of roads were provided to serve actual or potential 
house sites. | | | ane 
The bridge over the Shwegu chau en the Zavoy-Sindysbin road was 
completed and opened to traffic. ar 
Several culverts were built on the Ayauepadaung-Thanbaga and the Yae- 
taung-Toungoo toads, and the metalling of the 7andaw-Yiinmadin road was nearly 
finished. — 7 * a5... 
Work on the Kadapana-Tada road neared completion, the road having been 
banked and bridged and road metal collected; the road east of the railway at 
Insein was banked and bridged, consolidation only remaining to be done; the 
third anc fourth sections of the Henzada-Ngathainggyaung road were re-metalled 
and two bridges on the Naskban-Aingthabys road and five on the Basseis- 
Shanywe road were rebu.'t; a new bridge overthe Tapun chaung and new culverts 
on the Zsyén-Pa engdé road were almost completed. The town roads of Butht- 
daung, Minbya, Kyauktaw and Pauktaw were metalled. 





171. Kawkareik-Myawadi road.—Trade communication between Moulmein 
and the Siamese frontier was established by the completion of this road, which is 
§4% miles in length. r 

Tavoy-Pagaye-Stam Froutier road.—Twenty-five miles of mule track between 
Pagayé and the frontier were improved for cart traffic. From Tavoy ta Pagayé 
there is “ig a metalied cart-road. 

Takaw- éngting Mule road.—This road was riuch improved as far as 
Tongta, beyond which work was in progress ov-r 22 miles, the erection of bridges 
being well advanced. | 


Keng tang-Ngwelong cart-road.—Work on the hill section was nearly come 


_ pleted and temporary bridges were being erected. 


Chinese Frontier road.—The secord section of 
the 51st mile, was completed as an unmetalled road. i 

_ Frontier Lateral road.—The suspensiun bridge, 185 feet span, over the 
Taiping river was completed and communication opened between the Military 
Police outposts north and south of the river, 

The pe aa road, forty miles in length, was completed, and 
the trunk road from yaukpyu to Ramree was commenced, most of the earthwork 
and some of the bridging being completed. Fair progress was made with the con 
struction of a bridle-path from Minkla to Ményo. The first section of the Saw- 
Setks y road was practically completed and some work was done on the second 
section: improvements and reconstruction of bridges were cartied out on the 
Pakdkku-K an road, and improvements to the Pakdhhu- Y esagyo road were com: 
menced. The feeder road from Kumeé Road Narlway Station to Ywawe Was 
completed : the railway feeder from Aferkitla to Ys) daw was practically completed, 


this road, from the 3oth to 
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and extra bridging on the Nyasngyan-Pasob yu railway feeder finished. Work '¥—-Pra 
was in progress On improvements to the Ménywa-Ye-w and Pald-Yinmabin roads sen pee 
in the Lower Chindwin. ; | Tee vrice, 
The Paonia road and the first section of the 7astabis-Béamadiroad -—-~ 
were almost completed. The Yeny:n-Kyetwethaung district road was in pro- : 
gress, metal for the pathway having been collected and bridging finished. Work 
was nearly complete on the Pénwegén-T hanbayagén road andthe Pyuntaga-Kadsk 
road was raised and equipped with new bridges, The construction of the Circular 
road at 7handaung was nearly completed. | 
| Communication was established between the Hensada-Ngathainggyaung 
road and the ratiway at Yepyi. Work was advancedon a catt-ruad between Ran- : 
gyidaung and Bégayet and on a fair-weather road from Teinmydkkyi to Séywa. — lee. 





172. Bridle-paths now connect Victoria Point arth Champang village and Oder 

K yaukpyu (north of Mergui) with Palaw, and a 1 2-foot pathfrom Békpyin to Yaung- Rade 

gza is practically completed. { The bridle-path from Papun to Kamamaung was 

completed and good progress was made on similar paths to Bs/sn and Dagwin;im= 

ovements to the Karen-Chaung-Nuncho road, an important route between 
Lower Burma and the Karen Hills, were also satisfactorily carried put during the = 

year. | ele 


In the Chin Hills the road is practically through from Falam to the Tyao = 

river and the diversion of the Falam-7iddsm road, to improve the: gradient, is © =.=‘ 
nearly finished. Work on the original estimate of the second section of the Mim- «1 

bu-Salin-Sidékiaya road was practically completed; a 4-foot track wasmade. = 

between AJindat-Sakan and Hilong-S akan, and a survey was completed for a road 

from Sam to Yawmyo, aiong the foot of the Chin Hills, to connect existing roads, 


The road from Shamed. fo Taba yin was completed during the year, and the 
temporary bridges on the Kamasug-Nunyasesk road were all replaced by perma- 
nent bridges. 8 | 

A fair-weather road was constructed from Tanmanaing to Wabalaukthauk, 
and work was commenced on the first and second sections of the bridje-path fom 
the Kaladan to the Afays river. 

173. Under agreement with the Chinese local authorities, 15} miles of a mule Undertal> 
road were constructed from the Kulithe onthe frontier (mile 51 of the Chinese “Snore 
Frontier road) to Man-Im in the Kangai State. A permanent bridge over the Stam, 
Nam-Sa-Ho (mile 61) was built and the soad opened throughout. At the r 
instance of the Chinese officials the Local Government undertook to improve the | 
caravan track between Man-lin and the innpouriani market town of Lung Chang, rs 
miles further on: the work was satisfactorily fished within the vear. 

The construction of an iron girder bridge across the Myingé river at Hsie 
paw was also undertaken for the Hsipaw State, which provides the mone forthe — 
work. The bridge will consist of thrce spans of 150 feet. Foundations for both 
abutments and one pier were put in during the working season, and the-superstruc-_ . 
ture carried to ten feet above low water level. 
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174. Inspection or district bungalows were completed at Kawiia, Alaweum, Se ti ig 


Warabum, Sima, N’Krang, Kazu, Nyaungg6n, Minza, Telin, Pya ; S rriam., Travellers 
Théngwa, Thethit, Safeway, Mineg with Kyaukkyi, Saukkén, ieyetots and eee 
Yegyi railway station. Staging accommodation was also provided along the entire 
length of the Thazi-Taunggyi and Taunggyi-Takaw roads, on the Yenyin-Kyetwe- 
thaung and Falam-Tyao river roads and at the town of Kengting. 

Inepection Bungalows were also practically completed at Ananbawand ~~ 
Lemyethna, and commenced at Sinlun, Mobnyin, Yawthit, and Kawa. 


175. It has been decided to draw up regular programmes for the planting of Arbagicel- 
trees along public roads, which has hitherto been done only partially and without 


system, 
1a 
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Miscellaneous Public Improvements. 
196. The work of completing and metalling the Circular road at Tdungyy;} 
was put in hand and good progress made. A bund was constructed round the civil 
station of Pa to keep cut floods and station roads were constructed. The 
laying out of Thédaw railway town was completed. 

Jungle clearing progressed at Maymyo and Katha. Town roads, estimated 
to cost Rs. 8,000 and Rs. 10,000 respectively, were under consttuction at Tha- 
byegan and Théngwa. At Myitkyina, the construction of an embankment to pro- 


tect the town from inundation by the Irrawaddy was completed, and materials were 


4 


collected for the protection of the foreshore at Myinmu from erosion by the river, 


197. Permanent bazaars at Pyu and Kanyutkwin, on the Rangoon-Mandalay 
Railway line, were under construction at an estimated cost of Rs_ 27,838 each. 
he site of the bazaar at Nvaunglebin was raised above flood level and Serpe 
drains built round all the buildings, great'v improving its sanitary condition. A 
clased bazaar was built at Kyaunggén and two bazaars at Pandaw were a 
with corrugated iron. Closed sheds were completed at Sagagyi and Dédayé and 
an open shed at Yelégale. Additions and improvements were made to the bazaag 
at Twante, aff approach road constructed to the bazaar at Kyauktan and half- 


inch teak ceilings provided for the bazaars at Théngwa and Kayan. 


_ 198. Works connected with municipal improvement are excluded from this 
paragraph. They are described in Chapter III, and Cantonment schemes are 
referred to in paragraph 102 of the same chapter. a, : 
The water-supply of Maymyo called for special consideration m view of the 


-tapid increase in population. An impounding dam in one of the two valleys from 


which the supply is drawn was approved and sanctioned: the reservoir, when 
full, will hold a year’s supply ; it was nearing completion at the end of the year 
The distributary pipe system in the station was considerably extended. A 


aa 
or 





weir and a distribi.ting reservoir in connection with a similar project at Mogox 


were completed, and pipes for the main and distributary system were purchased. 
The scheme for Lashio is designed with an impounding dam and suttable 
head-works across a small perennial stream. The head-works were nearly 
finished and the «listnbutarv pipes purchased during the year. , 
. Most of the pipes for the Falam water-supply scheme have been recetved 
and caried to the site. NY, ot 
, AS a measure preliminary to the provision of a water-supply for Loimwe, 
the new headquarters of the Assistant Political Officer and of the ftiteary Police 
hitherto stationed at Kéocting, an Catinate was sanctioned tu fence m the catch- 
ment area of the proposed reservoir to guard against contamination, and work 
was put in hand: work was also started on a puddie trench along the site of the 
proposed dam. 


Railways. | 


179. The length of line open to all description of traffie on the 31st March 
1905 was 1,340°1§ as compared with 1,336'97 iniles open at the end of the 
previous year. The increase is duc tu the opening of suburban tins at Bassein. 


180. The construction of a line of Railway from Pegu to Martaban opposite 
Moulmein, 121°27 miles in leng:h, was started duringthe year. The line involves 
bridges over the Pegu and Sittang rivers, the materials for which are being obtained 
from England. A railway from Henzada to Kyangin (65°66 miles) wa’ also 
begun during the year. Land was acquired and earth-work pushed forward on 
both lines. The survey of the projected line from Prome to Taungup, 1135! 


miles, connecting Arakan with Rangoon, was completed during the year and the 
following surveys were in progress :— 


a) Detailed survey from Pegu to Syriam, 67 miles. 
i Detailed survey of a loop line east of the Daga river between Neikban 
and Bégayet, 66 iniles, 


; 1201-48.) RAILWAys. 
| (c) Detailed survey of a liné of raflway from Pyinmana to Magwe as alV.-Pe> 
possible famine relief work, 100 miles. 7 ieee. 
A 181. The subsidence of the line, owing to heavy rainfall, caused frequent’ a 2 
. interruptions on the Hsipaw-Lashio Branch from June to August, and traffic wastelre — i 
suspended between Se-en and Lashio from the 14th August till the rst December, = \ 
r On the sth October floods breached the line between Shweda and Pyawbwé. ~~ 
d The damage was repated in two days. Yo : 
, We ae : 
; 182. Only two fatal accidents occurred during the year. One was caused by Ac-stems 
| the derailment of an engine and wagons at Myohaung, which resulted im the 
death of the driver. The other was due toa fall of earth during the repair of a 
cutting on the Lashio Branch, by which two coolies were killed. There were : 
four collisions, which caused damage to rol'ing-stock to the value of Rs. 37,000. 
; 183. The capital outlay on the Burma Railways system (open fine) during Capaal_ 
~ s904-05 was Rs. 22,33,902. This raises the total capital outlay since "ansactors. Snip 
commencement to Rs. 13,38,37,0°9. | | ae fa e 
184, The gross earnings of the year compared with those of 1903-04 were = Reveme 
m ] Durm@ 1904-05 ea :* =. pen 8,52,28,716 . vim 3 
a During 190 }04 vee ne 141.3100 Tea 
- m4 * et 
. al s of a net increase of =11,07,116 te 
cae The working expenses compare as — he. ae 
Bhs - ea During 1906-050. Le es: Tent « .9 at: etal 
a E 3 During tyo>-04 “3 s ee Boats pa 
Ten re 7 of a net increase of 3,40;1 05 g aD 
Fae | | k : a oe 
he nS The net earnings were as under :— ° | | fs eh ee 
er During t90405 a i. ae ~—-§8,04,807. B¢ ae 
ty During tgo 3-09 2... aes Se 51,27,798 P a re ee “a 
€ < - a ? ‘ 7 1 I i » ae - NLP ] 
E ‘po i an oeterease of 7.67014 + Soa ae 4 
: oe . 7 ee ot eed a 
a ay 185 The followin g comparison shows the results of working the open fine — iit 
ee > ae 1 > é - . ° ys A . . : 
m. Ret = = a ae * iar ‘i s 7 
5 ele | agepey. | ghee 4 
a” > Eee Toe a a Se iat = 
aes x tie ee 
Ls -. a ‘e RNa Be ae 
eS _ a mileage 7 & aw | 41421034 4,548,268 ? r : “ 
:s Ms. Average earnings per mile per week rn 2... Rs. 203 * 12 218 - s3. a 4 
on al Sp , . , >i : Z - a 
Bf: i averaat earning’s per train mile ... ie ” A te 3 - 5 ae iP .. E 
og Average expenses per train mite ... % 1 2°03 oe ae ae um 
re te Ratio of expensas to earnings 6s 69 per cent. | 6t'29 per cent, 2 2 
+ > = Net receipte on capital outlay 3°94 per cent. 4'3° per cant 4, : 
et 186. Besides the construction of the Pegu-Mou!mein and Hensal ra Misch 
Railways, on which Rs. 26,58,448 and Rs. 5,58,832 respectively were expended, ae 
, | ? provements, 
The track from Prome to °° 





‘various improvements were effected on the open line: 


Toungoo was relaid with so-lb. steel rails, and the lines between Insein and 
Hlawga and Pazundaung and Thingangyun were doubled. The Letpadan statior 
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- was femodelled and the railway from Letpadan to Bassein fenced throughout,’ 
ighteen passenger and twenty-four goods engines were purchased. 
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* | ‘Tramways. | aad 
AV.—Pao ie The steam tramway from Thatén to Duyinzeik, 7°76 mites in length, 
SOCT iON - 


connecting Thatén with the: river-landing for launches of the rrawaddy Flotilla 
brio. Cerbeny: was again successfully worked by that Company.) One passenger 
train each way daily connects withthe Company § launches, but the bulk of the 
receipts, which amounted to Rs. 49,588 or nearly Rs. §,000 more than in the 
previous year, was derived from the carnage of freight. he tramway is owned by 
the Irrawaddy Flotilla Company and no subsidy is now paid. In view of the 
- approaching opening of the Pegu-Martaban railway, no extensions have ween 
undert ken, } ry 
There was no change in the running of the steam tramways of Rangoon. A 
tot | of 247,591 miles was covered in the year and 3,499,930 passengers were 
c rried. he total earnings amounted to Rs. 2,713,559. hese figures show a 
‘substantial increase over those of the Pern: The line is in process of 
electrification, which is expected to be completed in two years. 


~ The new electric tramways in Mandalay were opened during the month of 
July 1904 and were immediately successful. The line was not completely opened 
unt the 3ist of July 1904, but the passenger traffic for the ycar ending 31st July 
| * 1905 amounted to a total uf 2,944,452 persons carried. No accidents to. pass- 
=" engers have taken place and only two to pedestrians. The length of open line is 
, six miles and no extensions of this system are at present contemplated. A project 
is now on foot to connect the town of Madaya and the Obo quarter of Mandalay 
by a steam tramway to be laid along the bund of the Shwetachaung, 13 miles in 

engti, . | 


Tramways. 


aia. “A Canals (Navigation and Irrigation). 

“\! GQeneral 188. The aggregate capital expenditure, direct and indirect, on irngation was 
Rs. 12,05.766. The total area irrigated by canals and protected by embank- 
‘ments was 961,646 acres as against 921,139 in the previous year. The net 
fevenue receipts amountec to Rs. 12,43,127 but irrigation works were worked at 
a loss and the profit was due to embankments. 


Major Works—Imperial. 


| Mandalay . 189. The ape charges incurred amounted to Rs. 1,62,360. The working 
— use expenses were Rs. 77,690 and the revenue icceipts exceeded this sum by 
and revenue, RS. 12,241. The receipts would have been much larger but for delay in collecs 
tion. . The actual assessments of water-rate and land revenue for the year 1gn4-n5 

_ were Rs. 2,09,098 and Rs. 19,075 respectively as compared with Rs. 78,568 and 

Rs, 13,748 in the previous year. | wi 


a 





» 190. The total area irrigated was 42,983 acres, of which g8s acres were cwiee 
cropped ; 3,718 acres of land were cleared and brought under safcanio’ during the. 
year. | | 


i 


_ 191. The length of the main canal is 39 miles, and of its distbutare evstem 
103 dniles. With the exception of a few outlets, heads and water courses on two 
distribu anes, the distributary system is now comptete and in working order, Durit 
the year the syphon under the Patheingyi distributary for the diversion of an 
drainage channel was completed, and some 15 lakhs of earthwork were executed in 
improving the drainage channel, The Yangindaung and Patheingyi distributary 
'; ‘ystems were completed. A timber bridge, 70 feet in length with four spans, Was 


' erected on the main line The dispensary and quarters f the Hospital Assistant at 
‘Lamaing, which were destroyed by fire fs Thee, were eit een oe . 


Malatenence 192. The canal and distributaries were k 
and repairs, 31 improvement was ¢ffected by the planting 
main canal for adistance of 27 miles. 


ept in repair throughout the year and 
of trees along the right bank of the 


ge» * — 


two others built. Residential quarters for the Assistant Engineer, second sub-edivi- = 


“mitted for the sanction of the Secretary of State, but as the head works had to 


ifes-0h) MAJOR WORKS-IMPERIAL, oa | 


193. A suv. of Rs. 8,67,337 was expended during the year. The total (V—Pao 
mileage of channel completed’ on the main line. was 28°7, and on the Branches ave pevay” 
47°3- _Work on seven distributaries from the main canal and one from the Mékgo- setion. 
gyén branch, and on the remodelling of the Hladaw tank in connection with thee. = 
Hladaw branch is in hana: 87°7 miles of distributaries, out of a total length ofCemt 
128-9 miles sanctioned, were completed. Surveys for the alignment of the remam- Comal 
ing distributaries were completed with the exception of two from the Hladaw — 


branch, for which surveys are in progress. 








194. The przand abutments for the undersimers were completed to their full Head sits 
height of 48 feet. The four Stoney’s gates, 4o feet span, were erected, and the Scaled ‘ 
overhead bridge and lifting gear were completed. |) en ie 4 

The portion of the weir, 322 feet inlength, 1is designed for the Shwebo ‘Ss 
canal, was completed with the exception of the crest wall and a portion of the stone 
floor immediately below the wall. | | 

195. The Main canal was completed with the exception of excavation of 30 Main’ -.- 


feet near the head works, and pitching in bed and side slopes below the head regu- 
tart . al distributaries were practically completed, and the remaining three 
ali nnished, | | 


196. Two inspection bungalows begun in the previous year were completed and BuSdings. 
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sion, at Shwebo, were also completed. — 


197. The Mcksogvén branch was practically completed with the exception of Braate, . 
one ¢/ hon, three superpassayves. three bridges, and the regrading of one section. es 
The Hiadaw brinch was completed during the year and the construction of a- | 
feeder chanel tc the Hladaw tank in connection with the branch canal © 
approached completion. | re 


198. The estimate for this project, amounting to Rs. 33,91,764, was sub- Yeucanal 
be designed in connection with the head works of the Shwebo canal, which takes ei 
off from the left bank of the Mu river immediately opposite the starting pointof. = = = 
the new system, and as the Shwebo cana! head works had arrived atanadvanced = ©. 
stage towards a the approvai of the Government of Indiawas obtained ~*~ > 
to the head works being put in hand before the project received finalsanction. © 4 


— 


gad 


149. The portion of the weir designed for the Ye-u canal, vs., 133 feet, was g2.04 Oth 
finished, with the exception of the brick floor and crest wall with shutters. eB Nee 4 
wells for the divide wall, and two piers of the underslu.ces, have been sunk, and the —_. ay 
ironwork for the two Stoney’s gates, 30-feet span, have been ordered from England, 


> * eel 
a 
rs 


200. In connection with this system, on which Rs. 1,76,069 were spent dunng Mon Cant. 
the year, lines of cross sections have heen run and levelled across the irrigableCoo™ 
tract in order iy cbtain an accurate contour map of the tract. Or the Northem ra 
Main canal two-thirds of the area has been contoured, and surveys for the area: Sy Stent 
under the Southern Main canal have becn started. 

Residential quarters for the Executive Engineer at Minbu, commenced at the >: 


end of the previous year, were completed. Hey) 


~ aos. No actual construction was undertaken, but materials were collected at tes 
site. Quarters and office forthe Assistant Engineer in ae were practically Works. 
completed, and an inspection bungalow was about half finished. | ee 


202. The final alignment of the first 15 miles of buth the Northern and Aire bi 
Southern Main canals was completed and earthwork excavation was begun on the 
former. The manufacture of bricks for drainage crossings has been commenced, 
and the acquisition of land is nea rly complete on the portion aligned, 


a 
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Wi.-Peo Ct” Minor Works—Provincial. a) 

| Boorse ' . » ce My e ‘ Life 3 

a0 ogra 903. The working expenses of the minor tmgation systems, for which no 
et capital accounts are maintained, amounted to Rs. 10,49,63!, and exceeded the 
Guszal, revenue derived from them by Rs. 12,585. Navigation works also resulted in a 


* loss, the expenses being Rs. 1,50,648 against receipts amounting to Rs .1,26,026: 
~*~ Onthe other hand, embankments which were maintained at a total cost of Rs. 3655s 
698, produced a revenue of Rs. 16,23,81 1. 


| 


det canal were remodelled. Three 








.. 20 The distributary systems of the Nwa 
distributaries were completed during the _and a fourth (Kalainggyaw) was 
nearly finished. Surveys for the remodé of the North Ngapyaung canal 
were in progress. On the Zedaw system ombined head regulator for the 
canal and the escape was completed. ‘a 
The Kathaung distributary (7 miles) of the Nathlwé canal, with masonry 
works and timber bridges, was nearly completed. 
~oscogg 205. Four drainage crossings were found to be necessary onthe new Okpo 


distributary from the Meiktila lake. Of these, three were._carried through, as 
also was a fall onthe escape channel. On the Nyaungyan-Minhla tank system 
_ the seven distributaries, commenced in the previous year; were finished. — 


206. The Kama tank, which was extensively breached in September 1903, 





‘district. was thoroughly overhauled and repaired 
‘Minbu dis. 207. Nearly the whole of the remodelling of distributaries from the Man canal 
uke ~~ was carried out during the working season, 


~ PeguSistang _ 208. The construction of the Minywa lock was abandoned in October 1904, 

1%, _ the decision being arnved at owing to changes in the set of the Sittang river, 
which might endanger the safety of the lock. 

: The Sinchidaing regulator vas completed and materials were collected and 
work started on a dry stone wall of dressed laterite to protect the tow-path of the 
canal for a length of 14 miles. The masonry walls of the Tawa lock were raised 
3 feet, and new flood gates were iitted. 
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Sittang- 209. Quarters for the toll-collector at the Kaddk Lock, Kyaikto, were 
=" completed. i 

au cee 210, The extension of the southern end of the Sittang embankment up to the 

..3  Athwe chaung was almost completed, thus bringing a considerable area of good 
paddy land under cultivation. | 

Irrawaddy «211. Retirements of the Irrawaddy embankment, Henzada section, from miles 


ye id _ ¥3°6 to 15-6, and in the 36th and 37th miles, were completed. 
Res _ The improvement of the navigation of the Panhlaing creek by an artificial 


cut near Yandoon was carried out and the new cutting is iow Scing ysed for 
Navigation. 


Minor river, = 212. The navigation of the Myittha and Yu rivers by country boats was made 
easier by the unprovement of the channels. Rocks were blasted and ee 
removed; and a tow-fath was constructed at the Chaungyin and Kyaukk6n 

: . rapids on the Myittha. 
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V.—REVENUE AND ph aies, 


Land Revense Adminttration Report for the year end goth June : 
Excae Administration Report for the year ending the a! March nthe a 
Sate Adminaaration Report for the year 1904. a: 
Report-on the Administration of Stamp Revenue for the triennium ending the gust March 1 90S, 
Repart on the working of the Income Tax Act for the teedlioa 1902-04 to 1904°05. 
Report on the Maritime Trade of Burma for the year 1914805. | 
igation of Britiah india 


‘Thirty-ninth issue of the Annuat Statement of ¢ Sea-borne Trade and Navigat 
with the British ire and Foreign Cc unir.es in the year ending the 31st March T1905 and the four 


‘preceding years, Voi. It, Table 8. 
Twelfth tasue of the Financial and Commercial Statistics of British India, Tables I—Area, Population 


and Land Reverwe, [11—Salt, iV—Opiam, V—Excise, Vi1—Stamps and VI11—Ineome-T ax. 


_ (a).—/mperial Revenue and Finance. 
Gross Revenues. | 


213. The following statement exhibits the gross receipts ahd expenditure of the 
ears 1903-04 and 904-05 distributed between Imperial, Provincial, Incorporated 
Local, Excluded Local and Municipal Funds. The tran actions of the Rangoon 


and Moulmein Municipalities, the Rangoon Port Trust, and the Rangoon Pilot 


Fund ar* included, though these funds do not bank with Goverriment :— 
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_ ture on public works, 


veyenue and expenditure are 




















Funds. 
Receipts. 
ouuetiniehie —_ en be ea Et 
7 
: Rs. hie . 
tists . 140,S7.399 
Wolticial iale aR. p, SS ae 
Incorporated Leal | eamtod | ape Sa. 
a ode Lical tk x LW SAR OnxGd 30,44,213 38,23,13! 32.04,372 | 
Municipalities. SC 957484 | 1.00,a8380 sate 60.15.7609 
"> loo = 5: CE "6,818,582 | 1082.40.14 6.83.41.594 
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The deficits in the provincial account, which were designedly incurred by expend)? 
were met from the very large balance to the credit of the 


Province at the commencement of the Settlement in 1902-03. Certain items ‘of 
| shared by Imperial and Provincial funds in fx 


preportions. In the following paragraph 


receipts, regardless of this distribution. 
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Land Revende. 


214. The area under ass 


Burma and 260,000 acres in Upper Burma, a 
the land revenue collections (excluding wate ®) was Rs, 14,73,939. The exe 
e 


nsion of the assessed area, which was relatively less considerable than that of 
the oti iil year, was generally the result of the expiry of exemption periods 


g the revenue figures tepresent the total — 


essment incteased by some ! 80,000 acres in Lower Ordinary 
and the corresponding enhancement of reveras, 
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$4 REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF BURMA, | } (1904-83, 
waddy and Ma-ubin districts, which contribut 
Minbu under the influence of a favourable season and improved irrigation, and 


an increase of 14,340 acres in Myingyan is also to be attributed to the rainfall, 
On the other hand, cultivation contracted in the Yaméthin subdivision for want of 


rain, and in Sagaing the October rains spoiled much of the paddy which the 


excellence of the early monsoon had induced cultivators to substitute for dry-crops. 


conceded to grant holders, th clearing of waste land by squatt rs, and the influx — 
of cultivators to Lower Burma after the favourable season of 1903-04. One of 
more of these causes were at work in the regu, Pyapén, Myaungmya, Tharra- 
extensions of seventeen to fifty-five - 
_ thousand acres, while in Bassein cultivators utilised annually submerged land forthe — 
-- cultivation of a dry-weather crop. Tavoy and Akyab returned smaller areas, bat: : 
the decrease in the latter was due to erroneous figures in the previous year. In 
Upper Burma the most remarkable increase was returned from the Lower Chind- - 
win, where the introduction of a summary settlement brought under assessment 
an area of 205,646 acres. In the Upper Chindwin an apparent increase of 
28,234 acres 1epresents the substitution of acre rates for tithe in a part of the . 
district. Cultivation expanded by 29,482 acres tn Meiktila and 19,904 acres in 


In Pakékku the more compact and valuable island crops were popular, and a> 


decrease of 13,757 acres in the assessed area Was accompanied by an enhance- 

ment of the revenue demand, ~ | a 
The land revenue demand for the Province was Rs. 2,33,43,843, as against 

Rs. 2,88,15,715 in the year 1902-04. Nearly half of the increase, which amounted 


to Rs. 15,28,128, occurred in the three districts of Myaungmya, Akyab and 


Pyapén, where new rates came into force, their coincidence with a bad season in 
Akyab causing some temporary hardship. Elsewhere the growth of the reven e 
demand responded to the extension of cultivation, or, as in Tavoy, took place in 
spite of a recuction in the assessed area. Thayetmyo, where there was a partial 
failure of the sessamum crop, and Rangoon Town were the onlv districts in the 
{Lower Province which shewed an actual falling off in the demand. In Mandalay 
ihe assessment of full rates in the canal tract on Jand which had received partial 
remission in the ee ge year and the extension of the irrigation system operated 
with a yood rainfall in the unirrigated tract to augment the demand by one anda 
half lakhs. In Katha, an enhancement of Rs. 31,238 was due to the extension of 
survey. In other districts the demand varied with the expansion or contraction 
of the area assessed, or, as in Yaméthin, where crops were successfully raised in an 
indifferent season on the more highly taxed lands, was independent of it. The 
enhancement of the demand which should have followed the partial introduction of 
supplementary survey in the Upper Chindwin was postponed by delay in the field 
work, and in Myitkyina heavy rain on the lowlying ¢aunzvas counteracted the 
effcci produced oy the assessinent of land irrigated by the Namlén weir. 


(a §. Remissions were nearly Rs. 30,000 in excess of the previous year. In 
Amherst, Thatén and Hanthawaddy, where they amounted to Rs. 82,500, 
Rs. 56,395 and Rs. 39,540, respectively, it was found necessary to employ special 
officers to deal with the numerous applications which were made on account of 
destruction by floods. ) Increases of Rs. 13,000 and Rs. 8,000 in Henzada and 
Pegu were due to thé same cause, and the collapse of an ambankmort caused 
Uisaster i) Ma-ubin, where, however, remissions on account of floods were 
Rs. 30,000 less than in the previous year. The comparativeimmunity of Tharra- 
waddy from this form of calamity is indicated by a fall of about the same amount. 
[he greater part of the remissions in Myaungmya represented irrecoverable 
revenue due from unsuccessful cultivators who absconded. In U per Burma, 
considerable remissions were granted only in the Mandalay and Kyau districts, 
where the test of the maturity of a crop is lower than in the dry zone and appli- 
Cations for remission therefore more frequent. There was an increase in the 
amount remitted in Mandalay, anda decrease from Rs. 11 266 to Rs. 3,848 10 
Kyaukse 1S ascribed to the failure of cultivators to realise in time that a harvest 
which had promised exceptionally well was to disappoint them. The remissions 


mcluded, and in some districts were entirely accounted for by, the amounts struck 
off on account of erroneous asseSsinent, 
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216, In all but four districts water-rate, where co'lected, has been amalyas V.—Reve 
mated with land revenue, and the increase from Rs. 27,301 to Rs. 33,139 in eva 


— 
~ 
. 


Sagaing where small rain-fed tanks are maintained by Government. 


217. The increase of the population of Lower Burma was reflected in the Capitation 
growth of revenue from the capitation or poll tax, which was assessed on 34,069 
more persons and involved a demand of Rs. 1,19,377 more than in the previoug =~ 
year. The increase was common to every district but two, and was most notice- mie 
able in Myaungmya, where the number of agsessees rose by nearly 10,000, and 
the demand by Rs. 15,100, and in the Pyapén district, where the ngh proportion 
borne by the enhanced demand (Rs. 27,088) to the growth in the number of tax- * 
payers (6,020) indicated rather an improvement in the work of the assessing 
agency than (as in Myaungmya) an addition to the floating population. In 
Hanthawaddy, an increase in the demand of nearly Rs. 10,000 was due to the 
more careful assessment of migratory cooltes, and in Toungoo and Bassein the 
intimate connection which should subsist between population and revenue was 
illustrated by enhancements of Rs. 16,075 and Rs 8,877, respectively. By the 
same test the increase in Henzada (Rs. 479) appears inadequate. 

Outstandings amounted to Ks. 169 and remissions to Rs. 48,044. There 
was an increase of 6,578 in the number of pcrsons shewn as exempted on account 
of poverty and old age, and it is believed that headmen used their powers both 
liberally and correctly. | 


218, A sudden rise of 20,2758 im the number of households assessed to saalha- Thath» 
meda was in striking contrast to the gradual increases of the previous’ two years 
(1,301 and 528, respectively), and is to be attributed to the effect of a favourable 
season in Upper Burma on the annual exodus to the delta. Every district 
except three contributed io the increase, which, in Myingyan, amounted to 3,536. 
The resultant revenue demand rose by, more than two-and-half lakhs to Rs. 
48.98,147, an increase of about Rs. 1,17,000 taking place in Shwebo alone. The 
introduction of a settlement reduced the household rates in the Chindwin districts, 
and the demand fei! by Rs. 1,06,069, but this was more than counterba'anced by 
the return to normal rates in Pakékku and Mapwe, where in the previous year a 
reduction had been made in consequence of the failure of the early rains. 

Remissions were not noticeably larger than in 1903-04, but the outstandings 
(Rs 2,510) were swollen by the impossibility of collecting a portion of the Kachin 
tribute in time. The principles on which the distribuuon of the tax should be 
made by the village assessors were made more widely known, but the tendency to 
treat it 3s @ fixed pell-tax was still awhserved in districts where the rate had been 
reduced at settlement. There was also some indication that the increase in the 


number of households exempted (3,080) was due to a misapprehension of the 


conditions which justify exemption. 


219. The decline which had been observed in the revenue from tet license paey 
fees during the previous two years was checked, and the fees contributed about ““""— 
Rs. 7,002 towards a total increase of Rs. 71,643 in the revenue demand from 
fisheries. Considcrable enhancements in the demand of fees for net licenses in 
Myaungmya and Mergui were the result of better supervision on the part of 
district officers, and the lack of it caused a falling off in Basseinand Akyab. The 
number of pump licenses for yearling in the Mergui district was larger than in 
the previous year, and produced an enhancement of Rs. 2,800 in the revenue, but 
the price of mother-of-pearl was abnormally low, and the right to collect it and its 
beat substitutes without apparatus was sold for Rs. 8,000 less than In 1903-04. 

Keen competition at the auctions, which was not in every case justified by 
the success of the operations, raised the demand for leased figheries ty Rs. 17,000 
in Mandalay and Rs. 18,000 in Tharrawaddy and Bassein. In the last named 
district a newly divided fishery realised a false price, and it had to be 
resold at a loss of over Rs. 17,000, The season in the delta was not good and 
one-and-a-half per cent. of the demand, which for the whole Province was 

6 . | 
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year's assessments was due to the comparatively abundant rainfall in Shwebo and —— 
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$4 REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF BURMA, ee 


Rs. 64,482 in excess of the previous year, was outstandin attheend of the year, 
whi e remissions. mainly owing to failures in Bassein and Klendele’, amounted to _ 
Rs. 29,670. Advances were made to the fishermen on the coast estuanes, but | 
they were not put to any practical use and have proved ver difficult to recover, 


220. The areaassessed to land rate in lieu of capitation-tax, in the seven towns” 
of Lower Burma in which this rate is levied, rose from 7,529 to 7,6§2 acres and 
the revenue demand from Rs. 88,317 to Rs. 92,661. The only decrease (1: 
acres) occurred in Prome and was due to the peptor of land for def ul. 
Provided the tax is assessed with uniform strictness, the demand varies with the 
area covered with buildings. It was resolved during the year to introduce a large 
scale survey in many of the larger towns of the Province. Titles will be recorded 
and the maps maintained by a supplementary survey staff. This ae was taken 
in view of the confusion of urban tenures and of the impossibility of identifying — 
building leases on the 16-inch maps. The increase from Rs. 66,191 to Rs. 
77,420 in the revenue dirived from town land ren’s was partly dueto the stricter — a 
enquiries on the result of which this scheme was baséd, but over Rs. 8,coo of the 
enhanced revenue came from Mandalay and probably included rents which should 
have appeared in the accounts of the previous year. é Pister 
The extension of the operations of the Burma Oil Company in the Magwe ~ 
and Myingyan districts enhanced the royalty on petroleum by four lakhs and in 
the Ruby Mines disirict 71 per cent. of the lee of Rs. 1,78,243 on the royalties — 
derived from the mines in the previous year was recovered. These receipts with — 
the royalties on jade and amber realised Ks. 20,02,521 as against Rs. 14,609,324 
in 1903-04, while other minerals produced a revenue of Rs. 47, §83 as against 
Rs. 30,815 in the previous year. en 
The strict enforcement of the Village Act in Prome, Thatén and Bassein © 
raised the receipts under the village enactments from Rs. 1,83,820to Rs. 2,35,156. 
The temporary suspension of the grant system in the Pegu division and the — 
discouragement of applicants by floods were largely responsible for a decline cf ~ 
Rs. 58,945 in the receipts of survey fees for potfas. 


Canal Revenue (Navigation and Irrigation). 


221, The direct receipts from major irrigation works amounted to Rs. 70,69§ 
as against Rs. 92,796 in the previous year, but this does not include the increase of — 
land revenue attributable to them. The receipts from navig tion works were 


Rs. 1,26,026. 


Sources of Imperial Revenue other than the Land. 


222, The gross receipts from impurt duties at the ports of Burma increased 
from Rs. §5,93,097 to Rs. 60,94,348 and those from export duties from Rs. 
87,62,302 to Rs. 98,44,358. The Sca-borne Trade of the year attained a volume 
hitherto unprecedented, the imports of cottor. goods and the exports of rice being 
chiefly responsible for the growth of customs revenue. 


223. The gross receipts from opium rose from Rs 45,50,182 to Rs, §1,69,309: 
A decline of over a lakh in the rcccigts from license fees was ihe icoult of the ’ 
extension to Upper Burma uf the system of vend which has been. in force in the 
Lower Province since 1902, but the simultaneous enhancement of the wholesale 
price of excise opium from Ks, 33 tc Rs. 60, with higher orlower prices in certain 
shops, produced an increased revenue of about Rs. 8o, 000, while the financial success 
of the innovation may be anticipated from the fact that in Lower Burma the receipts 
from duty on excise and foreign opium rose from Rs. 42,932,387 to Rs. §0,14715 
as the system developed. art of this increase is to be attributed tothe enhanced 
price at which opium was issued from the treasury in some districts, but though. 
towards the end of 1904, retail sales were restricted to an amount calculated on 
the consumer’s means or capacity of consumption, the issues of opium to the shops 
in Lower Burma (excluding Thayetmyo) exceeded by 8,218 seers the guantity 


min) SOURCES OF IMPERJAL REVENUE OTHER THAN: TNE LAND. $s 


issued in the previous year, and in only one district (Tavoy) was less apis ann V~—Reve 
from the Treasury in consequence of the restriction. The’ on of the auction aye 
system was accompanied by an increase of eight in the camber of in Upe 
urma, where the opium habit is practically confined to non-Burmans. ‘The 
restrictions on individual purchases were designed to suppress the hawking of illicit 
opium which had become very prevalent under the new system, and the increasir 
use of fegunr ree the issue of a nonmontie declaring it to be an into; f 
cating drug and prohibiting its possession except for medical Proposals i” 
for the better lation of the sale and sonnesiion of marpha” ete also under ae A 
consideration. ( It may be assumed that the increased quantities of Government = 
opium sold through the shops indicate a partial suppression of enuggeng, ‘but oat aes 
several large seizures were made in Bhamo, Myitkyina, Rangoon and and 
proposals for the strengthening of the preventive staff and for the improvement@E = 82 
the controlling agency have been under consideration. 1 aN A i” st: 









224. The system of direct taxation on locally manufactured salt, which had Set oe es 
been in operation in the Bassein, Hanthawaddy and Myaungmya districts, was 
extended during the year to Tavoy and Mergui, and is to be enforced in Amherst 
and Kyaukpyu, the only remaining districts where the industry is pursued on a o. BY: 
large scale. The local output of salt declined from 705,606 to 582,148 maunds, = =” 
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owing partly to the slowness of the boilers to adapt themselves to the new 8 8 
system in aye? and partly to the discontent caused by the working of LP 4 eae 
Bassein. It is thought, however, that bad prices were a contributing capse oftBe = 
discontent in Bassein, and steps are being taken to enquire into real causes of 
complaint. In the adjoining district of Myaungmya the boilers worked cone = 
tentedly under the new system, which, among other advantages, is financially . 
sound, the net revenue after deducting the cost of the establishment aspounting, Se es) it 
except in Tavoy, to a considerably larger sum than that which would have been 
| hy Behe Pees 


realised under the discarded system of composition duties. 7 ps2 

Duty was paid on 1,349,400 maunds of imported salt or about 45,0¢ 
maunds more than in the previous year. The competition between the English 
and German product contmued keen, the latter retaining a lead in the et; 
both, however, were rep'aced to some extent by Aden salt. In Rangoon, prices Bi, “ih ae 
fluctuated remarkably, English salt falfing from Rs. 80to Rs. 58 andrising agam == 
to Rs. 85. The average price of imported salt was Rs. 75 as against Rs. 67-8-0 
for the local product, and it formed 70 per cent. of the total consumption as 
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against 68 per cent. inthe previous yeas way from the nver and ralwayroutes = 
to Mandalay the local salt boilers disposed of their produce without diffculty,but = = 89 
foreign salt ruled the markets on the main lines of communicationand monopolised = 
the frontier trade with the Shan States and the North. Therewas aheayy == = =~ 
fall in the coa ting trade in the locally manutactured sait, which was due partly to 
the smaller output and partly to the low prices which prevailed in Rangoon during = Bae 
a great part of the year. es 2. aa 
gas. Owing toa change in the date of termination of excise licenses from the Bsam 
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3! st March to }oth April, which was effected for accounts ses, the license 

ees for 13 months were included in the annual report of the Department, 11 

instalment system was at the same time modified to suit small capitalists. 

Foreign liquor licenses were withdrawn from all but the larger towus, the demar 

elsewhere being provided for by a modification of the licenses at Railway refresh- 

ment rooms. The rules and license forms were further modified with a view to 

the exercise uf a closer supervision over manufacture and sale, and instructions 
regarding the location of shop sites were preetce Ba 

) Allowing two lakhs of rupees for the longer period covered by liquor hcenses, 

the receipts Sim license fees and duty on liquor increased by over af lakhs, the. 2 

gross revenue being Rs. 38,14,153- In pursuance of the policy of restricting the 

number of licenses for the sale of imported liquor, 29 of these shops were closed, 

but the receipts from license fees were Rs. 57,139 m exces of the previous year. 

Rangoon contributed nearly one-half of the total (Rs. 12,05,234), and the only 

considerable decreases were attributable to a combination of bidders in the 
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V.<Rave Amherst district and the withdrawal of licenses from five shops in Tharrawaddy, 
wea The duty id on spirits manufactured in India after European methods declined 
eee Se oie 5 
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hto Rs. 2,12,389.\ It was affected by the comparative 


y 
J: m and the reduction in the number of shops for its sale, as weil as b 
Phe he control over illicit distillation in the Thatén district, which has since been 


~ License fees for the manufacture and vend of country spirits and country fer- 
mented liquor (including ¢ars) realised Rs. 23,27,232 a8 against Rs. 18,71,394 in + 
1903-04. The actual increase on a pefiod of 12 months may be calculated at three 
warters of the difference. The most remarkable advance occurred in the fees for 
the manufacture and sale of country spirits, which were 72 per cent. in excess of 
the previous year. The receipts increased in every district except one, and were 
affected to the extent of Rs. 63,074 by the establishment of five new outstillsin 
Thatén to check illicit trade. | . 

The revenue from country fermented liquors other than ¢ars shewed an advance 
of nearly three lakhs and was practically all obtained from the Pegu and Irrawaddy 
divisions. There were indications that the suppression of foreign liquor shops, 
which largely contributed to this result, has been pushed too far. License fees for 
tari realised Rs. §,72,983, or half a lakh more than in the previous year, though the 
number of shops was reduced by 110 and a combination of bidders in Moulmein 
depressed the receipts at auction. There were considerable seizures of ganja 
during the year. Thehemp plant is indigenous in the hills and there is a large 
demand for it amoxgst natives of India, though there is no indication that the taste 
has spread to the Burmans. | 


226. The grossreceipts from stamps rose from Rs. 29,41,940 to Rs. 33,12,820 
andthe charges fro.a Rs. 97,135 to Rs. 1,05,316. A sum of Ks. 5,404 was debited 
to general supervision, and the cost of stamps supplied from the central depdt was 
Rs. 62,033, or more than twice as much as in the previous year. The growth of 
expenditure was largely due tothe establishment of a central depdt in Rangoon 
for the supply of stamps to Burmaand the Andamans. The receipts on account of 
judicial stamps amountcd to 55'8 per cent. of the total stamp revenue, and were 
nearly Rs. 2,20,000 in advance of the previous year. Anse of Rs. 54,836 in 
Rangoon is attributable to the effect of land speculation on the value of civil suits, 
and elsewhere litigation grew with increasing prosperity. The land boom in Ran- 

oon and its neighbourhood was not the only, though it was the predominating, 
actor in the growth of revenue from non-judicial stamps from Rs. 12,67,310 to 
Rs. 14,09,728. While the chief city accounted for an increase of neariy Rs. 1,20,000, 
the general expansion of cultivation enhanced the stamp revenue in nearly every 
district. The use of impressed labels or speci:| adhesive stamps in the chief towns 
of the province extended in aremarkable manner. The value of receipt stamps 
sold was somewhat less than in the previous year. The abuse of them should 
be checked by the newly extended provisions of tiie Transfer of Property Act. 
The commercial development of Rangoon led to an increase in the sale of share 
transfer stamps and cheque and receipt forms, and over Rs. 20,000 was paid as duty 
on loans by the Rangoon Port Trust and Municipality. . ihe amount of duty and 
penalty realised by Courts and Collectors shewed a considerable falling off, and 
prosecutions for breaches of the stamp law were neither so nuinuiwus uer Su 


(icing as in the previous year, when excessive zeal was shown in the Pakkéku 
istnct. 


227. The final demand of income-tax amounted to Rs. 1 1,27,610, or One and 
three-quarter lakhs more than in the previous year, and all but Rs. 3,000 was collect- 
ed. The operation of the Act was extended to ten more towns and the number of 
assessees increased by 876 to 12,307. The number of objections to the Collector 
was greater, especially in Rangoon, where the final demand was Rs. 60,000 less than 
the onginal assessment, and in the Pegu subdivision, but only 174 processes were 
issued. Including recoveries by the Accountant-General and the Burma Railways 
Company the total collections of the tax rose from Rs. 11,86,971 to Rs. 13,67,105, 
the nett collections from Rs. 11,80,620 to Rs. 13,603,673 and the incidence of the 
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tax from Rs. 19°8-0 to Rs. 88-3-0 per head. The number of Government ¥- 
servants and pensioners who were assessed was smaller than in the. evi & | 

but salaries in excess of Rs. 2,000 were more numerous, and the yi 
imposed both on this class and on the servants of local authorities p Besa 
increase. The employés of commercial firms shared ih their prosperity sndilete 


taxed e oportionately, Of the 56 ay ope the tax en whose profits produced _ : . é oe 






Rs. 2,67,260, forty-eight, or nine more in the previous year, carried on business 
in Rangoon, and that town accounted for all but about Rs. 5,000 of the tax under 





this head. Interest on securities was slightly less productive, but there was a wa 
large increase in the tax levied on es from other sources, the Pract demand pa 
" 


being Rs. 6,45,208 as against Rs. 5.5542 in 1903-04. Every district except 





decline in prosperity and it is hoped that the activity of mining companies may 
help to improve the situation. | , 





Mergui shared in the advance. In Ra ngoon the enhancement was as much as ¥ 

Rs. 49,132 and in other districts much of the increase was levied from the money ms 
lenders. The diversion of the Shan S trade to aw, which followed the %, 
opening of the railway to Lashio, togedler with the of the Zegyo bazaar : ae 
and the failure of a prominent Chinese merchant, had Sy seriouscommercial = 
depression in Mandalay. Tne development of the canal system arrested the Poy 
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228. The total forest revenue for the year reached a total of Rs. 109811494 Fouts 
The following statement gives the details and the corresponding figures of the 


previous year :— 4 
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[Timber and other produce removed from + 16,38,§20 - cP ee rey 
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Il.—Timber and other itace’ tonite’ +761,188 nse aN ee, 

non the forests by consumers or pur- bea ‘ 
I1).—Drit aad: wail qd’ and ecnkscsted +43,448 aie «Migr 
forest produce. : as 
1V.—Revenue from foresis not managed by ees 
V.— Miscellaneous fe 3 ee 

Total oe. | 


Circle. 





| 
a a 
a a | 19,76.797 
Northern = a Son 19,63,263 
18,01,417 
£,09,61,494 





Total 
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_ V.=Reve- Not only were the gross receipts 24 lakhs in excess of the previous year, but 
 Fisence. the proportion borne to them by the surplus (68 per cent.) was nine points 
=") higher, the increase of revenue being obtained at an enhanced cost of only ‘ 
Rs, 14,686. , 
, The profits of forest operations were most remarkable in the Pegu and 
“Southern Circles. In the case of the former, an outbreak of anthrax amongst the 
elephants at the Rangoon depdt necessitated the local sale of timber extracted by 
Government agency. The local » te did not afford safe storage for logs during 
the rains, and the value of timber which would ordinarily have swelled the receipts 
of the following year appeared in the accounts of 1904-05. In the Southern 
Circle the increase of revenue was mainly the result of the more extensive — 
operations of lessees, who extracted 74,58: tons of timber valued at Rs. 23,06,161, 
a3 against 56,401 tons, worth Rs. 7,20,896, in the previoos year. 


(6) Revenue and Finance other than Impersad. 


Provincial 229. Of the items of revenue, which are not distributed between Imperial and 
rerentiaae Provincial, receipts from Law and Justice—Courts of Law were less by Rs. 14,750 
owing to a falling off in magisterial fines, while a larger demand for jail-made articles 
enhanced the income of the Jail Department by nearly Rs. 16,000. Cattle-pound ~ 
receipts and the recoveries on account of Punitive police were larger than in the 
Me tht year, and coast light dues, which increased with the growth of trade, 
1elped to add Rs. 39,693 to the income of the Marine Department. An increase 
of Rs. 13,096 under Education was due to the transfer of the Rangoon College to 
| Government from the control of the Educational Syndicate. Miscellaneous receipts 
it were erlianced by 1} lakhs owing to the sale of elephants by the Kheddah depart- 
ment and the onening of new bazaars, and the growth of traffic on the Pegu-Sit- 
tang Canal produced a larger sum for Minor Works and Navigation. The receipts 
from Contributions were increased by the extension of the system of collecting 
revenue by the age::cy of village headmen. 
_ The expenditure in connection with land revenue, which is not shared by {m- 
fone increased by Rs. 62,769 mainly owing to the employment of additional 
yooks and their establishments, and the extension of supplementary and town 
surveys, and under Customs an enhancement of Rs. 38,955 was due to the enter- 
tainment of a larger establishment at Rangoon and the opening of the new office 
4 ane as well as to the payment of more overtime and holiday allowances to 
the staff. . . 


More post office lines were subsidised during the year at an enhanced cost of 
Rs. 22,149. Privilege leave arrangements and deputations on special duty in the 
Secretariat increased the cost of General Administration by Rs. 37,975, and 
expendiluis: On Couils of Law ruse by ovet Rs. 1,850,000 owing to the empivymeut 
of additional pees and clerks and* the. heavier cost of the process serving 
establishment and of the maintenance of witnesses. In the Police epartment, the — 
recruitment of the new Southern Shan States Battalion, the larger outlay on arms 
and accoutrements, clothing, and petty construction and repa‘rs and the grant of 
personal allowances to officers of the Civil Police increased the expenditure by Rs. 
4,84,998, and payments for the construction of launches raised the cost of the Marine 
department by more than Rs. 70,000. The cutlay on Education was Rs. 2,02,373 
in cacess Of 1903-04. New schools were opened and additional conirputions 
Made in support of ‘anes and Local schools; the control of the..Rangoon 
College was assumed by Government and the salaries of Assistant and Deputy 
Inspectors were increased. The increase in the cost of the Medical department — 
by a lakh of rupees was due to expenditure on the Rangoon General Hospital, the 
payment of an enhanced contribution to the Rangoon Port Trust on account 0 


prague and the grant of local allowances and higher rates of salary to the officers 
of the Indian Medical Service. 


Abnormal expenditure in the previous year had been incurred in the purchase 
of elephants and on the dredger employed in the Moulmein river, and the outlay’ 
under Miscellaneous and Civil works fell off. Greater economy was effected 
in the purchase of matcrials for the Jail Department, the Government Press was 
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administered at a smaller cost, and more than Rs. 82,000 was saved on repairs v~ 
to embankments. | % repa pai 





Local Funds. Ee da ee Mega <a 
230 Under this heading are included the District Cess Funds of Lower Burma, tnx 
the analo district funds of the Upper province and the Taunggyi Improvement © 
Fund. The: ackousie show that the total receipts increased by s. 76,656 
and the expenditure by Rs. 1,70,942. The bulk of the income of the District — 
Cess Funds is derived from the provincial rates, which rise or fall with the collec- 
tions of land revenue to which they are proportinnate. This source of revenue — 
was therefore considerably more orofitable than inthe previuus vear. The receipts 
from ferries and bazaars were also more considerable, On the expenditure side 
a greater outlay was incurred on civil works, but in somedistricts there was a falling — 
off in the amount of commission paid to village headmen. Educational charges 
decreased, the expenditure on account of Itinerant teachers being borne by pro- 
vincial revenues. The receipts of district funds were Rs. 9,637 and the expendi- — 
ture Rs. 5,064 in excess of the previous year. The enhanced income was derived 
from slaughter-houses, catt!e-pounds and ferries, and the expenditure on public 
works was increased. The Taunggyi Improvement Fund received Ks. 9,158 and 
spent Rs. 6,649, closing with a balance of Rs. 5,u97. The following statement 
illustrates the financial position of the Incorporated Local Funds :— 





Rs, Rs. 
11,99.099 23,48,040 























District Cess Funds... a 35:47.019 | 23,20,711 | 12,a6,408 
Oistrict Funds ~ 2,69,307 446,360 711 §,667 455,863 3.5854 
Taunggyi improversent Fund 2,568 isa 9,058 51,746 6,649 






















Total 


x 14,70.074 | 38,03,.558 


42,74,532 | 27,83,73 


231. The receipts, expenditure and halances of the various Excluded Local gyctuded 
Funds arc hewn in the following statement. It includes the transactions of the Local Funds. 
Rangoon Port Trust, though these do not appear in the Government books :-— 










Cantonment funds 15,945 2,21,997 23>942 2,03,314 
Town funds... 1,68,987 4,09,670 §.78,587 3.93, 
Port funds... . 2,160,781 4,360,562 553,373 
Pilot funds... me 1,00,857 3:79:774 4.80,631 359,920 
Land sale and Rent fund 3,199 61 3,778 2,778 
General .., 32,347 46,8 TH205 | 44,618 
Educational 
College fund oles 17,905 33,600 $1,505 | 51595 
Rangcon Police Reward fund oe a4 749 _ 973 7 
Rangoon Cantonment Garden fund ... 4:73 4,312 9,037 = 
Rangoon Port Trust ih 9,69 23,882,990 33.58 17,933 53 








15125/086 35,23,13" | $348,017 | 32,04,372 


an em lll — Ne 








Total 





V.—Rave- Both the income and expenditure of Cantonment funds 
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previous year, but the variations were largely fortuitous. 
= a grant of Rs. 8,5coin 190g was spent on Po barracks in Rangoon. 
was, however, a real growth of income from taxation in the nt 
Larger grants-in-aid for particular purposes swelled the balances of the Meiktils, 
Maymyo and Shwebo funds. A newtown fund was opened at Lashio. There are 


now fifteen uf these funds, which are administered by Committees on Municipal _ 


im small towns. 


he debt of the Rangoon Port Trust at the end of the year amounted to 
Rs. 31,44,041, of which Rs. 39,00,000 represented the loans of 1903-04. The 


Bassein tort fund borrowed Ks. 12,0co from Government in 1903 and was 


Rs. 6,845 in its debt at the end of the year. 
The Pilot funds at Rangoon, Akyab, Bassein and Moulmein receive all pilot- 


age receipts and disburse the earnings of pilots, the cost of maintenance of pilot - 


vessels and other expenses. 

The balance of the Land Sale and Rent Fund at Akyab was transferred to 
the Government accounts in June 1904 and the fund closed. 

The Rangoon Police Reward fund draws its income from fines and disburses 
them in rewards. 


Government made a grant of Rs. 30,000 towards the support of the Educational 
Syndicate and the maintenance of the Bernard Free Library and the Rangoon 


College, but the management of the latter was transferred to Government in 
November 1904. , 


Road and Education Ceases. 
232. There are no separate road and education cesses in Burma. 


Municipal Revenues. 


233. Excluding the Rangoon and Moulmein Municipalities, which do not bank 
with Governinent, there were 39 municipalities, the transactions of which are 
given in the following statement :— 





: ’ 
Ks. | R.@ | Rs. Rs. 
9,39,077 28,49,260 : 323.252 : 6,55,085 
- > — : 





Municipal liabilities as regards loans on the 31s* March 1905 were as follows :— 
, Due to Government. 


t Rs. 
Prome se a ere OY 1,55,133 
Vandoon ete see te . 25,693 
Akyab tes ee one §23 
Shwegyin 8,305 
Henzada 93.036 
Myaungmya see 41,929 
Ma-ubin +e eee e 18,686 
Toungoo ee ee eve oe 7,000 

Due fo the Public, 

Rs. 
Rangoon ee see oer eee aes 16,85, 500 
Moulmei = 10,106,000 
Mandalay 7,23,000 


The details of Municipal revenue and expenditure are set forth in para- 
graphs 81 to 100 of this report. 


were smaller than in the _ 
Mandalay had received a te 
grant of Rs. 26,000 in 1903-04 for the i Shp Coneervancy, anda fog 
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Other Funds. 


234. There is only orte class of Trust Fund, ovs., the Oficial ssig ee” 3 ¥ 
which does not bank with a and its accounts are not shewn im the g 
cape TS 7b. * a - % PE SUES Bre Af Te wie 


fi 


235. The transactions of the four Educational funds, namely, Jat 
Ohn » Shog Renoung and Copteston, ‘are similarly exeluded: $s ae 


i *. « ‘ - : ? 7: mek, A ta 
accounts.’ ra an ernie ae 
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Paper Currency. we, Rote es 





236. Thic circulation of notes, which in the first year after the openi je the r alate 
Paper Currency office amounted to Rs. 20,990,495, exceeded a crore of selmi 
in 1900-01 and in the year ending the grst March 1905 reached the s 
Rs. 1,74,83,405, which represents an increase of 736 per cent. in a1 ¥ | 
issues and "ed forthe year of report and the preceding y erat were as fo ho 
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1904-05 | 22,34,60,680 | 28,15,74, 360 





The increase in cireulation was most marked in the case of notes of the Rs. 10 


and Rs. 1¢:9 denomirations. veree 
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_ VI-VITAL STATISTICS AND MEDICAL SERVICES -— 


Rapart on the Sanitary Adaiatrati of Burma for the year 1904. 
Trmnial Report on the Hospitals aad Disperaares of Burma for the years sg0e—1904, 
Trierasia) Repart on Vaccination in Burma for the years 1902-03 to 1904-05 


Tenth wsue of Judicial and Adminiatrative Statistics of British India, 190¢-cg, Tables Nos XIif | . 


(Vital Statistics), XIV (Hospitals) and XVI (Vecemation). 
Births and Deaths. 


237. The system of registration remained the same as in former years, but _ a 
since the close of the year Civil Surgéons have been placed in control of the ~ 


work. of tabulating statistics. It is hoped by this means to exercise a more 
efficient check over the classification of diseases. The area under registration 
in Lower Burma remained the same, but in Upper Burma certain tracts, hitherto 
excluded, in the Lower Chindwin and Yaméthin districts and tin the Upper Burma 
portion of the Thayetmyo district were brought under registration. a 


238. In Lower Burma, 180,028 births were registered, a decrease of 4,553 as 
compared with the preceding year. The decrease has been attributed to defec- 
tive registration. Of the births registered 93,221 were males and 86,807 females, 
giving a proportion of 107 males to every 100 females born. The birth-rate for 
the province was in the annuai ratio of 32°71 per 1,000 as against 33°54 for the 
previous year and a mean of 34°35 for the preceding five years. 


The buth-rate amongst the urban and rural population was'26'54 and 33°66, 


respectively, as compared with 26°§0 and 34'52 in 1903. The marked variations 

in the towns of Lower Burma show that registration is unreliable, but the low birth 

rates of Rangoon, Akyab and Moulmein, where the percentage was below 33, 

are attributable to causes incidental to life in large industrial towns. The excess 

of births over deaths in the Lower Province was 56,¢67. | 

In Upper Burma registration of births is at present in force in 12 towns only, 

osal to extend the system to rural areas is under consideration. The 

number on births recorded was 10,393 against 11,047 in 1903, and the provortion of 

males to females born was.as 106 to 100. The birth-rate was 35°05 as compared 
with 37°48 in 1903. 


239. There were 123,061 deaths registered in Lower Burma during 1904 as 
against 132,767 in 1903 and an average of 123,675 during the previous five 
years, the resulting rates per thousand of the population being 22°36, 24°83 and 
a4:1t. The fall in the death-rate has been attributed to the greater healthiness 
of the year, and particularly to its comparative ‘reedom from cholera. Defective 
water-supply and sanitation were responsible for a high rate of mortality in some 


_ of the larger towns. 


In Upper Burma, the tota! deaths registered an‘ounted to 55,671 or 18°69 


' per 1,000, which is an improvement on the figures (62,941 and 21°80) of 1993. 


240, The mortality amongst children under one year of age was remarkable. 
The total number of such deaths was 34,475 in Lower Burma and 11,946 in 
Upper Burma. They amounted to 37 per cent. of the total mortality in some 
districts and to 28 per cent. of all the deaths in Lower Burma. Improper feeding 
and clothing, neglect, and insanitary surroundings have their inevitable effect on 
infant mortality, but perhaps the chief cause is to be found in the barbarous 
methods of midwifery which still survive the progress of civilisation. 


£41. Deaths from cholera amounted to 2,980 and from small-pox to 1,809. 
Both figures were below normal. There was also a slight decrease in the number 
of deaths from fevers, which amounted to 75,556, and dysentery and diarrhea 
were less fatal than in 1903. 








1904-05.) : MEDICAL RELIEF. 


a4. Thete were no indigenous cases of Plague during the year, though thre » Pr 

eases were detected during the medical inspection vessels ing froa y 
Calcutta. The immunity hitherto enjoyed by Burma has, 

interrupted since the close of the year. i 


7 7 







243. The sales ot quinine powders from Post offices decreased, bat vaecr 
nators were more successful in disposing of them. District reports show that there = ae © 
is very little demand for the drug, the value of which is not generally appreciated. © 
by the people. | 4... Scene Foe 

Emigration and Immigration. Sink 


244. The number of immigrants at the various ports during the year was Emigration, ile 
1,82,721 and of emigrants 1,25,215. At Akyabthere was an exodus of harvesters, "4 et ie 

ploughmen and mill hands to Chittagong, but on the whole the — represent" iw 

a large permanent or semi-permanent addition to the population of the Provmce. aE ee 
The bulk of the immigrants arrive from the Madras coast ports for the harvest 
and milling season, and many are tempted by the ~~ rate of wages prevailing a eS 
to stay and invest their savings in paddy land. he amivals at Rangoon aes 

included many beggars, ablebodied or otherwise. obs ka y 


Medical Relief. 


445. Colonel Benson, M.B., I.M.S., officiated as Inspector-General of Ciyil Admmatm — 
Hospitals, Burma, from the 1st to the 2and January 1904, a 
Colonel Liitle, M.D., 1.M.S., the permanent incumbent, rcsumed charge =~ * 

of the duties on the 23rd January 1904, and continued in the appointment till t 

end of the year. ¥ | 





946. Comyared with 1903, there was a marked increase in the total attend- Attendance 
ance at all hospitals in the province, the excess being 77,639 persons, Exclud- vidoe 
ing Military Police and Railway Hospitals and those maintained entirely from sam 

private sources, there were 145 hospitals and dispensaries open at the of the 

year. Twelve new institutions were opened and one closed. A new General 

Hospital for Rangoon was sanctioned, and is now in course of construction. The 

number of in-door patients at all hospitals was 50,593 as compared with 47,719 in 

1903; of these 77°6 per cent. were discharged cured, 8 per cent. relieved, and 5 

per cent. died. Nine lakhs seventy-two thousand seven hundred and ninety persons 

sought out-door relief as compared with g10,2§3 during 19°03, but the proportion 

women and children treated was slightly lower than in that year, their numbers 

being 168,174 women and 238,991 children. . ia 


247. With the exception of small-pox, cholera, and diseases of the eye, there Principal 
was a general increase of all diseases as tt gt with 1¢93. The most common 
complaints were malarial fever, worms and ulcers. The statistics of mortalit | 
show the year to have been unusually healthy and it may be assumed that this ; 
increase in the number of diseases treated is due to an increased appreciation of | 
the hospitals. 


248. The total number of surg cal operations performed dunng the year was Sui yreal 
24,280, as compared with 23,086 m 1903» and the percentage of deaths, which num- 
ered 124, was higher. Defects in the surgica! equipment of hospitals are engag- 
ing the attention of the Inspector-General. 


249. Exclusive of the opening balance, which amounted to oy! og, the Financial. 
“Nett income amounted to Rs. 8,59,807, as compared with Rs. 7,95,961 in 1903. 
The percentage of support from Government increased from 42°29 in 1903 
to 47°55 in 1904, while that obtained from Municipal and Local Funds decreased 
from 49°54 in 1903 to 43°88. The increase inthe share provided by Govern- 
ment was due to the expenditure incurred on additional establishment and 
structural improvements at the General Hospital, Rangoon, and to the payment 
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of contributions of Rs. 16,090 and Rs, 6,900 to the Maymyo and Bassein Civil 
Baiphas, respectively. Che expenditure during the year under. all beads was 
Rs, 8,57:537 as against Rs. 7,94,045 in 1903. Part of this. increase was, due to 
the grant of additional and enhanced rates of allowances to all Hospital. Assistants — 
in Province, and the rest may be attributed to the extension of the field f — 
madicaliuctivity, 6 + : YS Ee aery 





3 


t 350. The number of out and in-patients treated in the private, Railway and - 
Police Hospitals of the Province increased from 134,348 in 3963 to 359,171 10 © : 
1904. The number of operations performed was 1,78! aS compared with 1,648 — 
iN 1903. ——— | oS ae 


251. The progress of this hospital has been hampered by frequent changes 
in the personnel of the staff. The attendance showed no advance on that of the — 
previous year and there was a fulling off in the number of in-door patients. A A: | 
qualified Lady Superintendent has now been engaged and the affairs of the Hos- 

ital placed ona more satisfactory footing Midwives and nurses have been trained 
or practise in the districts, and within the limitations imposed by the paucity of — 
their numbers have done something towards mitigating the barbanty of native 
methods. A project is on foot to encourage proficiency in midwifery by the found- 


ation of a scholarship for a medical course in England. & ‘i | 
> a 
Sanitation. ae 


252. Of the total Municipal income of the Province (Rs. 87,17,586), 28 per q 
cent. was spent on water-supply, 1 per cent. on drainage, 13 per cent. on conses- — 
vancy, and :> per cent. on other sanitary works, or 52 per cent. on all sanitary 
works.  * 
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253. During the year great progress was made with the Hlawga waters | 
supply system for Rangoon. | [t was formally opened for public use in February ss 
3905, and will, it is anticipated, provide 25 gallons of water per head for apopu- 
lation of 650,000. The original water-supply project at Mandalay has been 
abandoned -as being too expensive and a system of wells is being tried, which, if q. 
completed, is estimated to cost three a d half lakhs. The Moulmein water-works 
have been completed by the Public Works Department and handed over to the & 
Municipal Committee. Negotiations for a loan for the execution of a similar — 
pecied at Akyab are in progress. The old water-works at Prome were success- 

ly replaced by a new system with a higher pressure. 


pe 


254. The Shone and Auli system uf sewage conservancy in Rangoon was found — 
to be working most unsatisfactorily during the year and Mr. Ault, a specialist, 
has been engaged to improve it. The sepiic tank at Maymyo was found to be 
inadequate for the growing requirements of the town, and a new installation is. 
being constructed which will require an independent water-supply. 
«The total expenditure on conservancy lites the year was Rs. 12,90,083. 


pel ' a leah * 


255. Progress was made with a scheme designed to drain the masonry area in © 
Mandalay, and a considerable addition was made.tothe masonry drains in Prome, 
but no improveinent was effected in the surface drainge of Rangoon till after the 


caer” the year. Surveys for a complete drainage scheme are in. progress at 
yao. ; 


256. Outside Municipalities, a sum of Rs, 2,66,213 was spent on sanitary 


measures, but lack of funds and the apathy of t : an 
substantial improvement.. ae - peeple mates a y 


257. The Provincial Sanitary Board held only one meeting during the year. 


The rules fos the constitution and procedure of the Board have now been revised 
and meetings will, it is-hoped, be more frequent. : 


es VACCINATION. “65 


Vaccination. 


as8. The staff of vaccinators employed during the year numbered 233 as Grrsaus 

inst 224 employed during the previous year, and one Native Superintendent was Reserrs 
added to the strength of the inspeeting stafl. A scheme for the reorganization of Vi.—Vrra. 
the staff of Native Superintendents of Vaccination into three grades on Rs. 50, ae aoe 
Rs. 75, and Rs. 100 a month has, since the close of the year, been sanctioned by cat Sam 
the Government of India. ‘The-details of the scheme are being worked out. t, vices, 
is hoped that the recruitment of a better class of Superintendent will result in the | 
improved efficiency of vaccination. The sanctioned scheme also contemplates 
the requirement of a reasonable standard of education from candidates for the 
appointment ot vaccinator, and the grant of a stipend of Rs. to mensem to 
ten candidates a year during a period of six months’ training. The total number 
of persons vaccinated was 397,441 as against 398,634 in the previous year. The 
decrease is attnbuted to a general improvement m the correctness of: returns. 
The number of successful primary 5 sei was 301,984 as compared with 
$20,035, with a percentage of success of 84:71 as against 87:20 in the prevrous 
year. Althcugh the «: tal number of re-vaccinations increased from 32,836 to 
26,271 the percentage success fell from 54'97 to 47°60. The fall in the-rate of ; 
success for both primary and re-vaccinations was largely due to the inferio 
quality or the temporary failure of the {ymph supply, but ignorance or carelessness 
on the part of vaccinators aad interference by the mothers of the children tseated 
contributed to the same result. It is also thought probable that climatic reasons 
reducv the chances of success in the case of operations performed during the bot 
weather and rains. One thousand seven hundred and six operations represented the 
average work of each vaccinator during the year. Thisis 74 below the average of 
the previous year ano nearly 300 below the standard which was set up by Colonel 
Little. It is, however, believed that previous returns have been falsified and that the 
decrease is *» be attributed to improved supervision. It is observed that, though 
inoculation is siil! freely practised, the attitude of the people ts rather apathetic 
than actually hostile, and that objectionsare only raised by Burmans to the vacci- 
nation of very young children. {n Rangoon the reluctance of the native of India 
takes the form of obstruction. 

259. Since 1899-1900, when the death-rate was 13’a1, there has beenian Mortalty 
almost continuous yearly decline in the mortality from small-pox, the death-rate “°™ “sea 
for the year under review being only 2°38.per 10,000. The proportion of the extest of pre 
population protected by vaccination was 39489 per 10,000, as again t 35366 in the ‘tom 
previous year. | 

260 There was a marked increase in the activity of dispensary vaceinators, who Dap 
performed 1,532 more opirations than in i993 with, however, a slight falling vaccieation 
off in the ratio of success. 

261. There was a distinct improvement in the umber of cases inspected by VeriGcatioa. 
Civil Surgecns and Native Superintendents of Vaccination. The latter verified 
19°35 per cent. of the pnmary operations performed and found 8% ner cent. to be 
successful. 

262. The total expenditure on account of vaccination was Ws. 1,00,15§0, aS Financial 
compared with Rs. g4, 331 in the preceding vear. The difference was due to an 
increase in the pay of vaccinators and the employment of a larger staft during the 
year. The cost of each successful case was five annas two pies, as against four 
annas seven pies in the previous year. 

363. The percentage of cost borne by Government was 35°08, by Municipali- Focereage 
es 47°12, by Local Funds 44°71, and by Native States 3:09, as compared-with % °* 
35°O1, 17°13, 43°68, and 3°58, respectively, for the previous year. 

26, Two hundred and fifty-two calves we e inoculated at the Meiktila Vaccine Supply of 
Depdt and only 183 with success. The deterioration of lymph during the hot lymph. 
weather months had been observed in previous years, but at the end of May 3904 
the inoculation of calves completely failed, and the supply of lymph was interrupted 
till the end of June. Lanolinated lymph was supplied during the year for 472,489 
casts and glyce inated lymph for 14,340 cases. The average cost of each case 
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‘ VII.—INSTRUCTION. 
Revekeyczrs— 
Report on Public Instruction in Burma for the year ending the 31st March 1905. 


Report on the Insein Reformatory Schon for 1904. 


Tenth asue of Judicial and Administrative Statistics of British India for 1903-05 and precadin 
Sean Tables X (Education), X1 (Reformatory Schools), X11 (The Press). me 


General System of Public Instruction 


265. There has beenno impoftant alteration in the system of Public Instruction 
since it was described in paragraphs 427—460 of the Report for the year 1901-02, 
though there have been additions to and a reorganisation of the staff. The policy 
vutlined in paragraph 429 of that Report has been developed, and the transfer of 
the Rangoon College and the Collegiate School to Government has been carned 
into effect. 

Education. 


266. The number of public schools increased from 5,557 in 1903-04 to 5,760 


nd in 1904-05 and the attendance from 187,098 to 206,209. Private institutions 
‘ were 590 more numerous than in the previous year and their pupils numbered 


164,914 as against 160,037. The progress of education is illustrated by a nse 
of 4 per cent. in the number of schools and of 7 percent. in the number of 
pupils. On an average there was one school to every three towns or vil ) 
and the percentages of attendance by children of school-going age rose from 
34°02 to 35°31 and from ‘gg to 110 for boys and girls respectively. 


267. The total expenditure on Public Instruction rose from Rs. 23,90,735 to _ 
Rs. 26,78,356. Of this sum Provincial funds contributed nearly 43 per cent. of. 


Rs. 2,14,085 more than i the previous year, while the income from fees and from 
Local funds was proportionately lower, and that from Municipal funds 1-28 per 
cent. higher than in 1903-04. Of the provincial expenditure, nearly 23 lakhs was 
debitable to an Imperial grant of four lakhs which was made for the furtherance 


of the policy of the Simla Confrence of 1901. Though the whole of the grant 
was not spent, progress was made towards the realisation of its object, more 
particularly by improving the efficiency and prospects of teachers. Incidentally, 


the grant partially relieved local funds of the burden of educational expenditure. __ 
The increase in the income from fees was principally obtained from secondary 


schools. 


268. A fifth Inspector of schools was uppointed in February 1go5 and : oa 


provision was thus made for the supervision of Normal schools and European — 
education, the first of which had formed the subject of a special enquiry and 


conference. ‘The cost of the administration of the department was further 


increased by the considerable enhancements of pay which accompanied the fore — 
mation of a Provincial service in July 1904 and the regrading of the staf of 
Deputy Inspectors. | 


269. Secondary schools increased in number from 269 to 309, and the 
attendance at them from 17,908 to 21,124. Only une of these schools was under 
Government management, and in that the attendance fell of. Elsewhere progress 
was general, except in the Mandalay Division. The results of examination shewe 
great improvement. There was anadvance of 58 in the number of Primary schools, 
where the total i.ttendance was 143,585. A school.was opened at Falam in the 
Chin Hills, and sanction has been accorded to the foundation of twelve Gover: 
ment schools, while it is proposed to encourage the opening of private institutions 
by the payment of building grants. The expenditure on Primary vernacular 
schools was Rs. 3,93,369, or an increase of 15 per cent., and the proportion of — 
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pupils who qualified at examination (72 per cent.) was an advance on the previous ViL=ts. 
year. cradedtd 


ayo. The number of English secondary schools (77) remained stationary, Vere 
but re: attendance shewed an advance of 1,452. The results of Sxaminalicuae — ede 
Standards V, VI and VII were not so satisfactory as in the previous year, 
the percentage of success being nearly 60 per cent. in the case of Government 
institutions and §4 per cent. in the case of aided schools. It is hoped that the 
encouragement afforded by the opening of Government schools at Thazi, Maymyo 
and Sagaing wil! effect an improvement in Anglo-Vernacular education. Pnmary 
schools shewed an increase of three in number and 345 in attendance, | 
271. At the Rangoon and Baptist Colleges thcre was a falling off in the number Calegiags 
of students. Of the 151 students at the former, 26 were in the B.A. and 125 in @"=™ 
the F.A Class. Only nine candidates ap;eared for the B.A. examination as , 
against 20 in the previous year, and four passed, none with Honours. Thirty-nine 
out of 88 candidates passed the F.A. examination, more than half in the third * 
division. The question of improving the methods of higher education in the 
Province was under consideration. The Baptist College, the conversion of which 
into a first grade institution is contemplated, sustained a severe loss in the death 
of its Principal, Dr. Cushing. 


+. 


272. The continued spread of education amongst girls was a gratifying feature Female edw 
of the year. The wumber under instruction was 54,787, of whom 49,659 were in . 
public institutions, and a large and increasing number were Buddhists. There was 
an increase in every stage of instruction, but the majority (40,825) were in mixed 
Primary schools. One out of three feinale candidates passed the F.A. Examin- 
ation and there were 12 successes out of 26 in the Entrance Examination. For 
the V1llth stancard girls were successful in 78 per cent. of their attempts, and 
in cases where uth sexes came from the same school, they secured a fair, and 
in some statidards a preponderating, number of passes. The expenditure on 
female education was Ks. 2,27,16g as against Rs. 1,98,032 in the previous year, 
Special salary , rants are given to women-teachers in putely girls’ schools, and the 
new Government Primary schools will include some intended exclusively for girls. 


273. Furepean education shewed an advance of 1 per cent. in the numberof Eu 
pupils, and its cfficiency, inthe Entrance and Preparatory Entrance Standards, was 
improved. It is proposed tu esiablish a hit school at Maytiyo for Europeans and 
Eurasians. At present all the schools are under aided management, the total 
expenditure incurred on them during the vear heing Rs 1,50.923. 


274. Great attention was devoted during the year to the improvement of the s com 

teaching agency. Alli untrained teachers in Gove,nment schools are being 
gradually withdrawn tor a course of training: in a normal school, and it is hoped 
that the example will be followed by Municipal and aided schools. The course 
of instruction has been modified and improved and an increase in the number of 
stipends has been recently sanctioned, The attendance at Normal schools during 
the year increased from 473 to 494, the gumber ef schools remainines stationatv. 
New schools have now been opened at Rangoon and Akyab, and those at Moul- 
mein, Tounzoo and Mandalay have been reorganised and improved. The results 
of examination of trained masters were satisfactory, but female teachers were not 
su successful. The examination for untrained teachcrs’ certificates, which will no 
longer be held, produced more passes on the Vernacular but fewer on the Anglo- 
Vernacular side, 

275. A scheme for the improvement of the Government Engineering School bt pe “9 ’ 
at Insein, the only Government Technical School in the Province, is approaching 
completion. It has been decided to extend and reorganise it, but not to raise it 
tothe status of a College. Five out of seven candidates ssed the Overseer test 
during the year. Drawing was practised much more freely in Vernacular Schools 
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Vil—ts- thanin the,previous year, the attendance at examimation ‘being four times as-preat 
= though a sinalipr saat ae of passes was obtamed. The Kindergarten system 

also appealed to a much larger number of schools, and a great variety of races. 
Sar, inting, book binding and carpentry were taught with some success at a Mission 
‘. - school for Karens at Toungoo. : 


376. The number of survey schools maintained by Government (18) remained 
Scheele as in the previous year. Sixty-six per cent. of the candidates passed in surveying 
and 59per cent. in arithmetic, but the standard of proficiency in Revenue lawshowed 
a remarkable decline, especially in Upper Burma. The schools, which were nearly 
all inspected during the year, were less freely attended than usual owmg to the 
exaction of a stricter educational test at entrance, which has since been relaxed. 
A sum of Rs. 480 was allotted for prizes and a12 scholarships were awarded to 
deserving scholars. 
- ae 277 Seventeen boys were admitted and twenty-three released at the ‘Insein 
SA) Reformatory School, and 76 were under detention at the end of the year. Their 
discipline and conduct werefair. Sixty-eight boys were submitted toa litera 
examination, of whom 57 passed by various standards from! to V1, while their 
proficiency in cane-work, carpentry and tin-work was remarkably good. The 
profits from the sale of manufactures amounted to Rs. 865. Twenty-sever boys 
were employed in the garden, which produced all the vegetables required for the 
e school. 
NonmBurman 278 The number of Mahomedans under instruction rose from 10,475 to 1 1,207. 
schools. = There is only one srecial Mahoinedan Anglo-Vemacular institution and tt Is observed 
that after passing the I cr I! Standard the boys generally attend Burmese schools. 
Of other races, only Karens studied above the middle stage, two passing the 
Entrance ex:.mination aiid eight in Standard VIi!. The school at Taunggy: for 
the sons of Shan chiefs continued to flourish, and the assistance of departmental 
offcers.is to be lent to the Nerthern and Southern Shan States for the advancement 
of education among the peopie at large. Vermacular education made headway 
amongst th: Chins and the Government School in the hills produced geod results, 


Literature and the Press. 
Poblications 279. The number of publications registered under Act XXV of 1867 was 146, — 
the same number as in the previous year, and of these 22 were repubhications. 
Only seven were in English and of these three were rehgious and three were 
educational. Religions snthierts accounted for no !css than 86 of the 146 books 
registered. The number of registered drama- fell from 32 to g and they were 
for the most part without literary merit. 


Fifty-two of the publications were in Burmese, eleven in PAli and 62 in both 


ms 3h A number of useful Pali grammars and translations were published — 
several books on arithmetic. 


A “ Postal-guide and Directory for Chetties" was published in Tamil and 


English ; a “ Catechism of Hygiene” in Tamil; a Christinas Cantata in Sgaw 
Karen and two Gospels in Kachin. 


__ There was a slight improvement in the class of buoks publishaal Works of 
edification and utility preponderated, anc the “ Story of Maung Yin Maung and 


Ma Me” is credited with the distinction of being the first published novel in 
Burmese. iy 


Pi eeion _ 280. The English daily papers are the ‘Rangoon Gazette’ and ‘‘ Rangoon 
aied S eid: Times” at Rangoon, with issues‘of 1,500 and | poet Rekaeetive , and weekly ae 
gals, mases of news and Commercial supplements, and the “ Upper Burma Gazette” at 

Mandalay, with a circulation of 350. The “ Rangoon Gazette” also publishes a 

yearly Directory and Diary. The ‘ Mandalay Herald,” ‘“ Moulmein Advertiser ” 

and ‘‘ Moulmem Gazette " are published three times a week and havea circulation of 

250, §00 and 170 respectively. Of biweekly papers the ‘‘ Friend of Burma ” and 
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“Rangoon Advertiser” circulate 1,300 and 1,000 copies from Rangoon, the Vil» — 
“Imperialist and Irrawaddy Advertiser” of Mandalay has a circulation of 250, ang 7 *nae- . 
the ‘‘ Arakan Times” and “ Arakan News” have each a sale of 150 copies from | 
Akyab. ‘ Publicity ” (1,000) and ‘‘ The Indian Bird of Freedom” (300), are pub- 

lished weekly in Rangoon, where the Amencam Baptist Mission Press also prints 

500 copies of “ Good Cheer.” Monthly periodicals are ‘‘ The News ” (450), ‘‘ The 

Baptist College Argosy’’ (400), “‘. he Life Line ” (§00), The ‘Young Men’s 

Christian ASsociation Monihiy Notes " (600), “Second Thoughts” (50), Mental 

Science Siftings ” (1,000) i ‘Die Hards Doings ” (1,000), the first four of which 

are published at the Mission Press. Two thousand copies of av English quarterly, 

‘‘ Buddhism,” are printed at Rangoon, 1,000 ofthe “ Burma Mission Heraid.” aud 

700 of the “ Diocesan Quarterly. 


281. The only Vernacular daily papers are published in Rangoon. They are Verascalar 
the “ Friend of Burma” and the “ Burma Herald,” of which 1,000 and-800 copies ona periodi- 
respectively are issued in Burmese, and a Chinese paper the “‘ Geong Kang Sin Po ” cals. 
with a circulation of 150. There are five bi-weekly Burmese papers “ The Star of 
Burma’’(15§0), the ‘* Burma Times ’”’ (goo), the * Hanthawaddy: Press” (1,000), the 
‘‘ Burma Printer News ” (500), and the ‘“ Maha Bodhi News” (300), the first of:which 
is printed in Mandalay, the second in Moulmein and the rest in Rangoon, where, 
also, a Gujerati paper, the “‘ Rangoon Samachar,” and a Tamil paper, the “Aranga 
Pathrica,” have a circulation of 360 and 500 respectively. The “ Mandala 
Times’ (Burmese) which issues three times a week from a:Mandalay Press, has 
an average Saic Gf 25¢ copies. Monthly péblications in Burmese include the 
“Monthly Review of the Society for promoting Buddhism ” (1,000), the “ Burma 
Advocate " (1,0u0), the ‘ Burma Magazine "’ Ci 000), the “Burman Messenger ” 

(600) and the “ Burma Law Juurnal” (1,000). The first is printed: in Manda ay 
cidthe rest in Rangoon. There are also monthly periodicals in Tamil and Karen. 


Literary Societies. 


_ 282. The chief !:terary societies are descnbed in paragraphs 487—48o9 of the 
Report for the year 1901-02. 

The average number of monthly subscribers to the Rangoon Literary 
Society increased to 148, and its Sonia income to Rs. 7,280, and additions were 
made tothe Library. The number of visitors to the Institute of the Rangoon 
Teachers Association was more than three times as great as !n the previous year 
and evening classes and lectures on various subjects promoted the objects of the 
Society. The value of the Bernard Free Library in Rargoon has been much 
increased since the close of the year by the acquisition ot the coliection uf vouks 
belonging to the ex-Kinwun Mingyi of Mandalay at a cost of Rs. 10,000, of which 
Government contributed haff. 


The promotion of literature was one of the objects of the foundation of the 


Chinese Empire Reform Association of Burma. Debates and iectures were held 


during the year and Chinese translations vi European works were procured, while 
the Association took a leading part in the project for the foundation of an Anglo- 
Chinese school in Rangoon. 


Arts and Sciences. 


| 283. The Annual Provincial Art Competition was held in January 1905 and was 
‘associated for the first time with an exhibition of paintings and photographs. 
Inthe Crafts section the competition was keen and the exhibits of a high 
uality. A new departure was made by the offer of prizes to European firms 
irecting native bos kcasel In the Fine Arts section there were 300 exhibits, of which 
one-third were photographs. The latter were good and the paintings :n water 


colour gave signs of promise. : 
1 





Vill—ARCH ZZOLOGY. 


' Rerarence— 


Report on Archaological work in Burma for the year 190405§- 


284- The passing of the Ancient Monuments Preservation Act, 1904, enlarged 
the scope of the Government Archzologist’s duties. The preparation of lists of 
ancient *emains and buildings, to which tt may be found advisable to apply the 
provisions of the Act, is now being undertaken. The decision in each case may 
take the form of maintenance by the Public Works Department at Government 
expense or of protection under the Act, and it may involve, in the case of public 
or religious buildings, the formation of trusts or the negotiation of agreements with 
Trustees 

The most important constrictive work undertaken dunng the year was the 
dismantlement and re-erection of the spire of the Mandalay Palace, which, owing 
to the decay of the posts, was dangerously out of the perpendicular. The work 
was not completed, only Rs. 8.000 being expended out of an estimate of Rs. 60,975. 
A sum of Rs. 1,183 was expended on the construction of a masonry pyatika? over 
the tomb of King Shwebo Min. 

A museum was opened in the palace at Mandalay in January 1905 and cata- 
logues of sts contents and of the exhibits in the Pagan museum were prepared. 
Progress wes made with the architectural survey of the palace Buildings at 
Mandalay, and some interesting discoveries were made in the course of excaya- 
tions at Halingyi near Shwebo. Elsewhere, the conservation of monuments made 
progress, and a number of inspections were made by the Government Archzologist. 
The cost of the department was Rs. 19,534. 


IX—MISCELLANEOUS. 


Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction. 


285. The ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the Province is described in paragraphs 
492 and 493 of the Report for the year 1901-02. 


Ecclesiastical. 


286. The chief ecclesiastical event of the year was the consecration of the 
Cathedral Church at Rangoon by the Bishop, the Metropolitan of India and 
asene The petition was presented by the Lieutenant-Governor, Sir Hugh 

arnes. 
The high cost of living in Burma has been met by the grant of a Burma 
allowance to Government chaplains. 

The decision of the military authorities to station British troops at Maymyo, 
leaving a small force at Mandalay, emphasized the need of a church at the former 
place and of increased clerical ministrations at both. It has accordingly been 
decided to erect at Maymyo the church, which it had been proposed to build at 
Fort Dufferin, in memory of those who fell in the last Burmese war, and tem 
arrangemenis were made with the Town Chaplain for the conduct of setvices at 
Mandalay. The number of smaller stations visited from time to time by chaplains 


shewed a considerable increase. 
Stationery. 


287, The: bulk of the papes used for official purposes continued to be supplied 
from Indian mills. All supp ies of stationery were, as usual, obtained from the 
Controller of Stationery, Calcutta, and the cost, which amounted to Rs. 2,538,457, 


was nearly Rs. 14,000 less than in the previous year. 
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